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Save theTrain
Karen
Lynn
Williams

501 Lakeview Drive

Noblesville IN
46060-
klw1719@yahoo.com

To:  Ms. Cynthia Brown

Here are three attachments regarding the public's input in saving the train for Indiana 
Transportation Museum.  (1). Two additional Petition pages that got separated for the 
Surface Transportation Board. (2).  Letter to local Current newspaper that public input 
was completely ignored.  (3).  An article in The Times newspaper with support from 
the Noblesville Preservation Alliance giving detail that the citizens are being ignored 
and government bias against the train. Thank you for review and time.  

I certify that I have this day served copies of the document upon the Applicant in this proceeding, by [U.S. Mail or 
E-mail].
 
            Signature  Karen L. Williams                                   Date_09/05/2017________________          

          244905 
 
         ENTERED 
Office  of  Proceedings 
   December 27, 2017 
          Part of  
      Public Record  
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PETITION TO SAVE THE NICKEL PLATE 
www.savethenickelplate.org 

TO: The el.ected officials of the City of Noblesville Indiana, City of Fishers Indiana, and Hamilton County Indiana: 

GOAL: The withdrawal of any and all propoi;als put forth by the governments of City 9.f Noblesville, City of Fishers, and Hamilton. County, Indiana to destroy and 

replace the existing Nickel Plate Rail line with a paved trail. 

We the undersigned support the continued operation of the Nickel Plate Rail Corridor currently under the jurisdiction of the Hoosier Heritage Port Authority 
(HHPA). We call on the HHPA to take immediate steps to find an operator for the entire line and to work with said operator to begin rail operations without delay. 
We furthermore call on all elected officials of the above mentioned governments to withdraw the current trail-only proposal and to work with community members 

on a compromise rails-with-trails proposal. 
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Signature Collector: You may return this completed form using the following methods: Email: info@savethenickelplate.org 

Address: P.O. Box 48 Fishers, IN 46038 
PhnnA· /~171 O.R<l...JLI.LI.Q 



PETITION TO SAVE THE NICKEL PLATE 
www.savethenickelplate.org 

TO: The elected officials of the City of Noblesville Indiana, City of Fishers Indiana, and Hamilton County Indiana: 

GOAL: The withdrawal of any and all proposals put forth by the governments of City o.f Noblesville, City of Fishers, and Hamilton. County, Indiana to destroy and 

replace the existing Nickel Plate Rail line with a paved trail. 

We the undersigned support the continued operation of the Nickel Plate Rail Corridor currently under the jurisdiction of the Hoosier Heritage Port Authority 
(HHPA). We call on the HHPA to take fmmediate steps to find an operator for the entire line and to work with said operator to begin rail operations without delay. 
We furthermore call on all elected officials of the above mentioned governments to withdraw the current trail-only proposal and to work with community members 

on a compromise rails-with-trails proposal. 

Signature Collector: You may return this completed form using the following methods: 
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Email: info@savethenickelglate.org 

Address: P.O. Box 48 Fishers, IN 46038 

Phone: (317) 983-4449 
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we Americans can still enjoy some nice 
regional dialects. Brooklyn and Boston each 
have their own. New Orleans. the Midwest 
and the valleys of Los Angeles all have 
unique expressions and pitch. But among 
the favorites must be the eccentric and en­
tertaining idioms of the great state of Tex­
as. With a sure-fire twang and dead-eyed 
pithiness. our friends to the southwest get. 

f grinning. to the heart of the matter. 
8 If one is said to have a big hat. no cattle, 

( ,; it notes that the object of assessment is 
~ ~ likely pretending to be of greater import 

/\ o- ; than its actual holdings might support. 
;-- .,((. .! Another personal favorite is that hapless 

O' ) / soul who is always fixing to get ready. We 
",'> .:;}" 1... all know folks who make it their business 
'""<> ;/.. r to be in a constant state of planning. One 

c' ~ ~ . - might imagine that planning is good. Yes. 
,~ }' · - Vet some of us spend so much of our lives 

C)
J c;, preparing that we fail to reserve a'ny time 

• for the doing! 
.i When is the preparation to end and the 

;} executing to begin? If we move too fast. we 
sf are rash and lack forethought. Still, if we 

move too slowly, we fall into a near endless 
loop of self-reinforcing insecurity. 

As a young man. I asked a wise. elderly 
neighbor when was the best time to trim 
an overgrown shrub. The man responded 
by asking me if I had a sharp pair of clip­
pers. He made a good point. Shouldn't we 
have our tools ready (education. capital and 
relationships} so that we are set whenever 
an obstacle and the time to address it 
presents? 

Terry Anker is an associate 
editor of Current Publishing, 
LLC. You may email him at 
terry@yo ua recurrent.com. 

Our nation has all sorts of arcane. 
nonsensical laws on the books. Each week, 
we'll share one with you. In Washington. 
it is illegal to paint polka dots on the 
American flag. 

Source: dumb/aws.com 
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~ Public input completely ignored 
Editor. 

(In regard to the Aug. 25 cover story.} 
the potential loss of the railroad only par­
tially explains why the city is so divided 
over the Nickel Plate Railroad issue. Yes. 
losing this historic and profitable asset 
would be devastating and a huge waste 
of resources. But a more important rea­
son for the division is the way this whole 
affair has been conducted. The public has 
been completely ignored throughout as 
our city leaders pretended to listen to the 
citizens, then proceeded to pursue their 
own agenda. The mayor is simply feeling 
the effects of his exceedingly unpopular 
position on this issue. The people are 
talking but he doesn't want to hear them. 
To. him, it just sounds like divisiveness. 

And who knows where he gets his 
facts. It seems he just makes them up 
to fit what he thinks. The Indiana Trans­
portation Museum-has asserted from the 
start that it could have run the Fair Train 
this year had the Port Authority let it. The 
Federal Railroad Administration ruled the 

tracks were safe. A few thousand dollars 
in track maintenance was all that was 
required, not the $5-10 million the mayor 
cites. And that would have been \TM (pri­
vate} money, not city (public} money. (The 
estimate of} $2.5 million to fix the Eighth 
Street tracks sounds ridiculous. They 
only run for five or six blocks. Maybe the 
mayor needs to bid that out to find a bet­
ter deal. 

Finally. it's so tiring to hear the con­
tinued objections to building a trail next 
to the railroad. It .is possible if we can 
only find the political will to do it. but it 
will be more expensive and more work. It 
sounds to me like our leaders just don't 
want to work that hard. If the mayor has 
any hope of uniting this divided city he 
better be willing to start listening and 
working harder to serve the people who 
elected him. 

Mike Corbett. Noblesville 
To read the full letter, visit 
currentnob/esville.com. 

JD oaage Tell mtc 
Suddenly aware 

cally slowing down. I plungec 
sleeve-shirted arm into the t, 
in a futile attempt to rescue I 
entire set-up was gone befon 
scream "NOOOOOOOO!" 

I then immediately relayed I 
everyone I saw. First. the thre 
niors standing outside my sta 
everything but had no contexl 
posse of teacher friends. chat 
hallway. And finally. to my sev 
class, who'd listen to anythin1 
postponement of actual histo, 

I assumed I'd be met with I 
possible wishes for good luck 
gated administration hell to c 
credentials. But without exce 
expressions ranged from sho1 
Why? Because I'd willingly stt 
into a bowl full of urine. 

Look. people. I'm a mom. r, 
changed close to a million dia 
up enough to own a hazmat s 
tinue to consistently "lose co, 
ever I nm, laugh or sneeze. Le 
when I had to scrub the base 
after it had been clogged for 
like 13 days. I literally didn't fl 
worse. 

I acted on instinct. honed t 
field of motherhood. My only· 
"Save the keys!" But now I"m · 
teacher" from the bathroom , 
questionable decision-makinc 

Peace out. 

Danielle Wilson 
contributing co 
may email her a 
currentincarme 
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;My righteousness I hold fast, and WliJlifot · 
Jet it go: my he.art sh.all not reproach me 
so long as. I Jive. .. . . ..· .·· 

v-1.....i,.,..,~"'"~"""e"2.'l'."7• ~.Job 27:6 
.· . -, : - . - ·. . :C,O,......, . 

\~(?1J~~ •••;;;•.$,:~~.;:;.i;?,;·. 'iiS/iC, 

N.PAt.o~j~cts · 
to Nickel. 
:P1ater,1an· 

· TheTlm~s 
ri8ws®thetlnles24¥7 ,,c~m 

·. •. The ow11e;softhe Nicky] P!11f~~­
roa\l. are tfymg to. ".cllerry pid~'' re&Ul~­
tfonsto. f!]]ow tli.eill!() 7onveit a portion of 
i:he railroad to ,'1Y~g/pjkllig tran. . · 
· ... The contenti(l11.*~i,4iql11dedjn poI11- .• 

ments submitted~t•tl/eNoqfe~yj!Ie .)C 
Preservaticm.A.Uiancet9 the.~rt;a~:'!•r1······ 
Transportat.ioh· :eoaf<lifl/e l!.?1Y g,Ji~wfi( 
a petition by tl1e r.aiJrq~\11,~QWh,~rs ,iNo-i 
blesville, Fishe.rs an\! IIillili!t9µC<iurizy '-
to railbank a portion oftheline. ·· ..... . 
• Th.e aBiance's comme11ts can.be.swn~ 

niarize<;l intwci key areas:.·· 
, ~ pr9cess un~ertak:en by the Owners to .· 

1 avoid .public mputand . ; ; .•.. ·.• ; < .· .•.. ·· ... 
• : • criticalvalqe th~ full rail line ljrw&s . 
to Noblesville, anf greate,-f!ailli\to11 .. i 
C<Jl.lil!}'••···/.•i •( < ; .ii> } 

Thealliruic~ sub!pitted comnieJJis;. ·· 
relative toitbe re9ent p~titio11 f\!.)1pli.(lecl by • 
Jhe owners for an~xewftti911 !bat )V,!iuld·.· ... 
seve(the.Niclcel J'l~~ ~\I aµcl n).cive the · 
severed section .mtoa r~U.)1ankect .arrange" 
ment with plans fiifep!ace the rail with .a 
irail. ··· · · · 

"'We would en1phas~e the.need for tbe 
Board to e;ii;erpi~e.i(§Jul\authority and.•· · · 
rights by Jaw toreq\lire a fuU abando11-
me11trevocatiQJJ byAheowners alld110L .. 
.allow any partial, or expedited revocat.ion 
as rem;1,;~t~p b>:,!11e .gw11~~~,.'l/fr§ 1~1P;. , .: 
'' We. Jieli~vt tl/~!(1':f titi\>n ".lt~4P~(P ;9per­
ry ll\£lci:<izjilaii~~~M,t1i§t91!/~~sfJ~W); · ·· 
favorab/e mliy t0 the. ow11ers'(!JjJ¢9~yes, 
;vbile confi!lgiqg/9 .Ji:ee{J. the pylilipqjlt of 
tl1e.proces~;''•e;),f:·•···• :iJ i(;!J:V · ·· 
. · .. Nickel Plate's owJ1ershave filed f 

· petitiollwith. the Federa.l.Surfa~e·'l'I~­
portation JJ.oard.to Reep Jh.e.rai!. f01il;i\!or 
illui9tfor11seas a. walkipgibikin& trai1,qr 
aTaiJr()acl. ,· ;1 .• •· ·. } •. · < • . 

. . Tile p,!itillll~sks th~ ST)'!topef"'llt the i j 
ow11ers \9 1\lllYeJCl{WfilTI w1thplansJ\> fail >i 

ban!c th.~ Jm".;· .. ·.··•· < i ; \ . c /~ail banJcillgjs a VO)lll)!ary a~e!)left / 
between a railroadCil11Jpai)y a11d a)~ajl i 
4$ellS,)'. tq µse}li out:qfierxi9e tm tOP;i- , 
dor ara trail qntil a {~ilr9ad miw\ 11ee\! ,· 
thec~rrid(lr againfor· rail servife·. '.I'l)e .··· .· 
pwces.s .. cqu1c1.ui~e,§ 1()11g·a~ ~Yi~t.tCJ ... ·. 
re9eiyy··fe!l(>ral;apprqval,!>·· ....•..• , .• f····.············· 
. .t'r9blesyi,lleai)d.Ilisb.~l's!U)Ilourtc'*1 • . t 

plans to convert thesollthern partion of 
t!ieNickeII1lat~t0 ~ a;aiJ.m .Mar.9,h.;; ••.. 
· ;'l'he plefn ca,ns fQr .• agjltjle tpij]!'J:9J11·.· 
PJeasantStreetmNol>lesvllletQ 91!th . 
Streef'inFi$h,e~s,·;. > .. · .. ; < <•. 
• Nic~e! .Plate. IIeri(<lge 1?i¥o,p{Ill~de 

up ofa. p~rtr)etsltip bet;v~ei\ J\teil.~il!jt\ris •. ! 
& HeriUi~epepqt, a 9hariuible llQJ1'pr<1f • , 
i( whicl) will serye as tb~;nCl*'P/'()f'it.J .. •; 1 

operatorof.the.railr0ad excqrsic:,~uncler•. 
!lie name Nickel }'late Heritag~ E#Jlr<Jad 
Inc.,;.ancj .Atiar.ta Pacific l{;j\lfp~clLLC, 
a. comp&I!Y owned )1y Tho.Illas Ifoback, .· 
was awarded operatiilg rig!J~ lo northefll. 
portionllf!li~f,ailrQ~dJn!uJy:c'.I'h.e orga-

. nh:ati()]IJJWPR§ettq C)pefate the ra~oad 
t{"t;vp~r Artaj\a. ancj 'llptop. · .... · ···• • 
tffi'fi.c()I)te]jts .• ~.w.Jlp;o,e,eqing wm, 

at~ ntinimllO)j)~te~!f a ye11\le,fqr.the 
C?J11I!1l!llity.tq;pr~Vicle.irJpp(j11.·~;lle\ltral 
settiilg, aU9~ au aveJ1Qes !Q/llaj,,(<liri th.eJ .. · 
f\ilf)illetq,~i' pr\>pfrl>:ef\J1or~c! <W~ .~av~ . 

OOPPOSE 
· tl10~e elements. entered into 
.the record as part ofthe ;fie 
:n;tl decision by the I)oard. · 

"Whilf (NP A) has 
experienced positive en­
gagement working with the. 
city and county oµ other 
.initiatives we are saddened 

From PageA1 

thl}tthelpptCJac/J witb the 
NickeIJ'late !J{,\il d9~s not · 
·.represe11tt1As·,~~~~pirit 
··ofpositiyeJ*gag~ent,'' 
•ac,9rd~ tP.Nl'f/S/. 
statement,<"Jt•i~ ~Ieitr 
that the de~isior µi~~fog 
prncessforthfNickel 

Plate hag h~en heayHy, and. 
at times inaj)proprjalely, 
biased towards a trail only 
approach, lp essellce, 

· the cityjs not li*rling 
to the J11811Y thousallds of 

. citizens, orgallizations. and 
busillesses thatre{Jrese.nt 

. ,', \ '':.'. >:.< ·:_ ·:.·i·;/.i·'.?·:'.~_·::::\·/}.·._i'.-i·: ... · .. ::.:," 

the grearfa.?#c 6f'~~ 
city."'' '·<-"' -_:_J·-:/:;_:\,;'< < 

The 1'illles C()Jl~Ch 
ed representative}/'t()Jll .. ·.· .. 
Noblesville/Fisb~rs.and•· 
Hillili!tonCol.lilty, bµt .·. . 
received llorespq~~obyits . 
deadline; · · · 
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