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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

FD 36164 

ULSTER & DELAWARE RAILWAY REVITALIZATION CORP. 
PETITION FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF 

ULSTER COUNTY, NEW YORK 
VERIFIED MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

Ulster County, New York ("County") respectfully submits its motion for an extension of 

time pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1104.7(b) to file a reply to the Ulster & Delaware Revitalization 

Corp. ("U &D") Petition for Declaratory Relief, which was filed in the above-referenced 

proceeding on January 16, 2018. County was never served with a service copy of the Petition. 

There is a 20-day period to file a reply to the Petition as provided in 49 C.F.R. § 1104.13(a). 

Consequently, the reply would be due on February 5, 2018. The County seeks a 30-day 

extension to this due date, up to and including March 7, 2018, to file its reply. 

As noted by U&D, the Ulster & Delaware Railroad line (also known as the "Catskill 

Mountain Branch") was originally built by a predecessor to the bankrupt Penn Central 

Transportation Company (MP 2.9 to MP 74.9). The United States Railway Association analyzed 

whether the line should be included in Consolidated Rail Corporation in the Final System Plan 

("FSP"). The line was excluded from the FSP and was approved for abandonment and made 

available for public subsidy, which was provided for only a six-month period in 1976. On March 

1, 1977, a Notice of Intent to Abandon the Catskill Mountain Branch, which included the Ulster 
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County railroad segment at issue here (MP 10 to MP 21.6) ("Ulster County Line"), was issued by 

the Trustees of Penn Central pursuant to Section 304(b) of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act 

of 1973, 45 U.S.C. § 744(b), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A. On April 1, 1977, 

the New York State Department of Transportation issued a Railroad Abandonment Notification 

for the Catskill Mountain Branch to interested parties in accordance with this statute, a copy of 

which is attached hereto as Exhibit B. As a result, the Catskill Mountain Branch, which as noted 

included the Ulster County Line, was abandoned in accordance with the Regional Rail 

Reorganization Act of 1973 and is no longer subject to the jurisdiction of the Surface 

Transportation Board. On July 24, 1979, the County purchased the Catskill Mountain Branch 

from the Penn Central estate as noted in the Petition. There has not been any freight or 

passenger service on the segment at issue, the Ulster County Line, since 1976, and it has no 

physical connection to the national rail system. 

Since the reply by the County will involve the review of facts and files which are around 

forty-years old, the County respectfully requests a 30-day extension to file a reply to the Petition 

for a Declaratory Order. The County also urges the Board to review the above-mentioned facts 

which demonstrate the line at issue has been abandoned and is not subject to the jurisdiction of 

the Board. 

Dated: January 24, 2018 
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Respectfully submitted 

~- (_ ~- -~\-
Donn C. Meindertsma 
Conner & Winters, LLP 
1850 M Street N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 887-5711 

Counsel for Ulster County, New York 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Donn C. Meindertsma, hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Verified Motion for 

Extension of Time dated January 24, 2018, was sent by Federal Express overnight mail to the 

following in this proceeding. 

John D. Heffner 
Strasburger & Price, LLP 
1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 717 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

9- (_ ~- -""--\ -
Donn C. Meindertsma 
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VERIFICATION 

I, Beatrice Havranek, County Attorney, of Ulster County, New York, verify under 

penalty of perjury that the foregoing Verified Motion for Extension of Time is true and correct to 

· the best ofmy knowledge, information, and belief. Further, I certify that I am qualified and 

authorized to file the foregoing document. 

Executed on January J.y , 2018 

11t~~IW_~ 
Beatrice Havranek 
County Attorney 
Ulster County, New York 
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N O T 1 C E 

I 
I 

I. 
} 

The Trust:ccs o [ Penn Ccntr.1) Tr;ms po 1-Lc1Li\rn Comprmy 
hereby give nolicc, pursuf!nt to Section J04(b) o f Lhe 
Regional Rail Reorganization Ac t of 197 3, as runended , of 
their i nt ention, effective March 1, 1977 to llbandon the 

Cnt sk i] 1 M0\,111t.1in Brnnc:h ------------ --------·--:-----
b etwe en Kin~slon _____ (Hilcp0~r_ 2 . CJ )__, 
and S LrnnJ.o r cl (Mj lt·1~0::; t~_ ..... _,,_9_..._) , 
in th e St ate of ifo•.-.1 York . --- -----

In th e f'ina] Sysr_~,m 1' ] .111 nt.Jopled unclPr Lile t:0nn !:i of th e 
1973 slalutc, ;1 s ,1 mc1Hk d: lhc l i1:~ t:o \,,hicli th i~ no Uce ::(·­
latcs is no t desi i~nat e d for c011ti :1u1..•d OJH~r.1li.on lly Coiu,n l i d .- 11 l'd 
Rail Co rrort1tio n o r ,111:-' o.: h c r c-,• rr. ie1-, .:,rnl no llffc1· n[ suln; jdy 
pursu(mt 'to SC?cli.o n JOl1(l.:) of lhe .ibo ve $ L,1l: l l lL' h .:.i$ l.,eL1n r i;­
ceivecl. 

PC 137 1436 7/1/77 

ROisERT \-J, BLANCJl l::-J'T[, RTC!lt\J<I) C. 
BOND /\ND JOJIN II . Mct\l{J'l!Uit, TJ<USTl-:J·:S 
OF T IW l'ROl'l·:1ny OF l' l<i<il C: l·.l·tllV\ L 
TH/\NSi'l)J{TATlON corw At!Y ' DI "i, 'J di{ 



EXIDBITB 



NEW YORK ST A TE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON 
Raymond T. Schuler, Comnuss,oncr 

. ' 
1220 Wa;hington Avenue, Stotc C.impus, Albany, New York 12232 

"~' ·r·:!~,./: .. . 1i . 
I ·.:';~I,, 1 

• -- "::.1 ' ' 
\, ........ ~\,./ 

April 1 , 1977 

Re: Railroad Abandonment Notification 
Penn Central Transportation Co. 
Catski l l Mountain Branch, Kingston 
to Stamford, Ulster, Delaware & 
Schoharie Counties 

Under the prov1sLons of Chapter 998 of the Laws of 1973, the 
Department of Transportation is designated c1s the off i ci.11 
State agency t o receive a ll notifications from the Fe<ler nl 
Interst.:itc CotnJ'l'le rce Commission, United States Railrond 
;\ssociation ( USRA), or any other Federal or Stnte r1g0ncy 
in r1::gc:rd to d i.sconlirnwnce of service or railroad prope:1:t:y 
abandonffic 11t proceedings , including notifica t ion of ~ppli~ 1-
tions from railroad companies for such pur poses . 

Furtlwnno1·C!, tL1<~ Dcp.1rt111cnt of T1.·cm spor tation is rcquir.1.·d 
to i nform nll interestcJ St~te agencies, tran ~p0rt0Lion 
authorities anc l oc;il munic ipnlitics i11 which st1ch r.1ilru~Hi 
properly is loc:1Lcd of these notifications. 

In a ccord ance with lhe provisions o f thi~; st,1tute, you ;ire 
her r. by nntifie<l Lhat the .:qprovetl for Lhc :ib:in<ldnrncnt hc1!'­
l,0rn 1?1ad(• f0i· the 3t;b jccl l."ajli.·o.:Jd p1·1,pcrLy iud1Li Cie:J i11 

the enclosed de sc1.·iption and map . You are b0.ing ucJvisc-d of 
this c1bandonment for i11formc1tional purposes only. 

si:cere16, ~// 
/1--- /" /, / 

:d '--+<-~Y t:r.Y 1-r-
J l H. SHAFER, Dj 1:cc tnr 
roject Dl'!veloprnf-'nt Bureau 

Enclosures 

JHS/JPB/dc 

bee: J. K. Ml adinov, 502-5 
J . E. Collison, 204 -5 
K. hl . Shia tte, 115 -4 
H. B. Clarkson, 115 -4 
J. K. Lussi, 212 -~ 
B. S. Zodikoff, 316A-5 
H. L. Peyrcbrunc, 206-~ 
M. D. Grah~m, 404-5 
A. E . Dick.son, !l(•gion i:8 
J . Lawrence , Regi un ;R 
J . K. Connor s , R~gion 49 
J. P. Carr ington, Rcgiuo f9 
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Af:!ANDONED RAILROAD PROPERTY ---- - N 

1 
ABANDONED 

RAILROAD RIGHTS OF WAY 
LEGEND 

Scalt 1" • AJ)J)(Ox1m11efy 8 m iles 
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PENN CEW'RAL TRANSPORTAT!tlN ~OMPM-Y 

t) r atskilJ ;,t;ur, tain Brand: , 
Kinp;st.on (M. P •. <' . 'n 'l'o St,amfor d 
(!•: . r . '(4 . 'l) , Ulster . Schoharie 
and Delaware .:;oun t1 ... . N"W Yor~ . 
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