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Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
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395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 
 

Re: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation – Adverse 
Abandonment – Saratoga and North Creek Railway in Town of 
Johnsburg, NY 

 STB Docket No. AB 1261  
 

Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
 Currently pending before the Board is an application by the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC or the Department) for 
authorization to adversely abandon a thirty-mile stretch of railroad known as the 
Tahawus Line, located in Warren, Hamilton, and Essex Counties in northern New 
York State. 
 
 It has come to the Department’s attention that a short line holding company, 
OmniTRAX, Inc., has entered into negotiations with the Tahawus Line’s owner, 
Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC, for the purchase of the Line.  As outlined 
in the attached letter to DEC from counsel for OmniTRAX, OmniTRAX has 
represented to the Department that, should it proceed with the contemplated 
purchase, it would enter into a binding and enforceable agreement with DEC 
barring OmniTRAX from using the Line for the long-term storage of rail cars.  In 
exchange, DEC would agree to withdraw the pending application for abandonment 
of the Line.  The precise terms of the potential agreement are the subject of ongoing 
negotiations between OmniTRAX and DEC. 
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 In the interest of pursuing negotiations with OmniTRAX, DEC respectfully 
requests that the Board hold the pending abandonment proceeding in abeyance for 
a period of 90 days.  
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 s/ Joshua M. Tallent 
 
 Joshua M. Tallent 
 Assistant Attorney General 
       (518) 776-2456 
       Joshua.Tallent@ag.ny.gov 

 
encl. 
cc: service list 








