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Private Citizen 

Having lived in the Chicago suburbs basically my entire life, I know how the trains can impact a 

community. I also know that the suburban communities with their trains have seen huge improvements 

in operations thanks to CREATE. New grade separations are successful and trains are running on "time." 

We also unfortunately have our towns dissected by the trains, people tend to avoid them and go to 

stores and service providers on their side of the tracks.  The addition of the proposed Great Lakes Basin 

route would forever alter the far suburban communities it would cut through. From a public necessity 

standpoint this route has no social benefits for the public, instead it will cause people to seek services on 

their side of the tracks and this will negatively impact the residents as they have fewer choices than the 

residents living closer to the city. They also have fewer hospitals in the areas the GLBT project is 

proposed to run through, it is not right that people's lives will be put in danger as they will have longer 

transit times to reach the hospital as there is not one on their side of the tracks. I urge you to carefully 

examine the serious negative social impacts of this proposal and issue an immediate denial of the 

project. 
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