[image: C:\Users\KevinM\Desktop\Villa Park, Village of.png]Village of Villa Park
20 South Ardmore Avenue, Villa Park, Illinois 60181
	Phone	(630) 834-8505
	Fax	(630) 834-8509
September 21, 2026
Via Email
Ms. Danielle Gosselin
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423
Re: Village of Villa Park Comments – Environmental Review Concerns Related to Proposed Merger between Union Pacific Corporation - Union Pacific Company and Norfolk Southern Corporation and Norfolk Southern Railway Company.
Dear Ms. Gosselin:
On behalf of the Village of Villa Park, located in DuPage County approximately 20 miles west of the City of Chicago, I respectfully submit the following comments regarding the environmental and community impacts associated with the proposed merger between Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) and Norfolk Southern.  The anticipated increases in freight train traffic and gross tonnage along the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) corridor will affect the village.
The Village of Villa Park is a community of approximately 22,000 residents and is bisected by the UPRR Geneva Subdivision, which includes three at-grade crossings—Addison Road, Ardmore Avenue, and Villa Avenue—as well as a pedestrian-only at-grade crossing at the UP-W Metra Station. This rail corridor is a defining feature of our community’s geography and daily mobility, and the Village continues to experience significant challenges related to safety, connectivity, congestion, emissions, and emergency response reliability.
Existing Conditions and Current Impacts
Villa Park currently faces daily delays and safety concerns due to existing freight and passenger traffic along the UPRR line. The Village is approximately 17.8 miles from the eastern terminus of the Ogilvie Transportation Center in downtown Chicago and 3 miles east of the Union Pacific Global II intermodal yard in Elmhurst contributes to substantial freight activity through our community. This activity already results in frequent train-blocking events, idling freight consists, and extended crossing gate-down times. These conditions severely affect vehicle flow, pedestrian safety, and overall quality of life.
The three existing vehicular at-grade crossings in Villa Park are essential for both residents and emergency services. They already experience notable congestion and delay:
· Addison Road: 159.04 vehicle-hours of delay per weekday*
· Ardmore Avenue: 133.90 vehicle-hours of delay per weekday*
· Villa Avenue: 106.14 vehicle-hours of delay per weekday*
These numbers are from 2018
These delays significantly hinder north-south mobility, forcing vehicles—including emergency response units—to wait or reroute around trains as there are no grade separations in the Village for this rail line.  Pivotal emergency service points near the study area deserve special mention. The Villa Park Police Department, located at 40 Ardmore Avenue, is situated south of the UPRR, while the Villa Park Fire Station 82 stands to the north at 102 W Plymouth Street and Villa Park Fire Station 81 is located at 1440 S. Ardmore Ave.  Their strategic locations around the UPRR underscore their importance in ensuring swift response times and community safety.   The UPRR corridor divides the community, limiting connectivity and creating bottlenecks that compromise travel reliability.
Although the Village has worked with partners to install anti-trespassing fences and other safety improvements in recent years, these efforts do not address the growing concerns tied to increased freight train lengths, frequencies, and gross tonnage. Extended blocking events and increased rail activity intensify noise, vibration, pollution exposure, and traffic impacts for nearby residents, businesses, and multimodal travelers.
Concerns Regarding Additional Train Traffic and Gross Tonnage
Projected increases in freight volume and train frequency will exacerbate all existing issues. Longer trains and higher tonnage profiles typically produce:
· Longer gate-down times and more frequent blocking events
· Greater potential for delayed emergency response
· Increased emissions from idling vehicles and locomotives
· Higher noise and vibration levels affecting nearby neighborhoods
· Elevated risks associated with pedestrian crossings and diverted foot traffic
Given Villa Park’s location near Global II, increased rail traffic is expected to magnify congestion and public safety risks unless meaningful mitigation strategies are implemented.
Railroad Property Maintenance, Environmental Quality, and Public Health
In addition to operational concerns, the Village wishes to highlight ongoing issues related to the maintenance of UPRR-owned property within Villa Park. The lack of regular upkeep of railroad right-of-way areas has resulted in:
· Accumulations of debris and litter
· Unmanaged vegetation growth along tracks and fencing
· Overgrown brush that obstructs sightlines and contributes to safety hazards
· Conditions that attract rodents and create public health concerns for nearby neighborhoods
These maintenance deficiencies not only detract from community appearance but also create environmental and sanitation issues that affect adjacent homes and businesses. Unaddressed vegetation and debris have contributed to increased rodent activity, prompting complaints from residents and requiring additional municipal resources to evaluate and respond to infestations. Improved and consistent property maintenance by the railroad is crucial to protecting the quality of life within the Village.
Metra Station Upkeep and Passenger Experience
Similarly, concerns have emerged regarding the upkeep of the Villa Park Metra Station, which sits within the UPRR corridor. Station maintenance, including cleanliness, waste management, landscaping, and general facility care, has not kept pace with community expectations or rider needs. These conditions reflect poorly on the transit environment and create an unwelcoming experience for commuters, pedestrians, and cyclists who rely on this vital regional mobility asset. Ensuring regular maintenance of station facilities is essential for safety, accessibility, and comfort, particularly as rail traffic and passenger volumes increase.
Community Impact and Need for Mitigation
The Village urges the Surface Transportation Board and the Office of Environmental Analysis to carefully evaluate the cumulative impacts of additional freight train traffic through Villa Park. We request that the environmental review process thoroughly consider:
· Existing congestion and documented delay levels
· Emergency response reliability and network redundancy
· Pedestrian and cyclist safety at all crossings
· Environmental impacts associated with inadequate railroad property maintenance
· Air quality and noise exposure for residential areas
· Potential grade separation or other long-term mitigation options
· Coordination with regional agencies, including DuPage County, Metra, and IDOT
Villa Park is committed to working collaboratively with all parties to identify feasible solutions that protect public safety, mobility, and environmental quality.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
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