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At the request of Ms. Danielle Gosselin, Director, Office of Environmental Analysis, Surface 
Transportation Board1, St. Tammany Parish was given the opportunity to evaluate potential 
environmental impacts of the merger, utilizing materials provided on the UP-NS website 
regarding Docket No. FD 36873 Union Pacific Acquisition of Norfolk Southern Railway 
Company. This merger will create the country’s first transcontinental railroad.  

Excerpts from the 8/19/2026 letter (below) describe the review justification and parameters:  

 
 

 
 

Of particular interest to residents of St. Tammany Parish, LA, NS RR Segment 10163 runs from 
New Orleans through St. Tammany Parish to Meridian, MS.   

To support the review by St. Tammany Parish, resources included: 
• UP-NS Merger website: 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/d03f432c2dfd466894184a77d2cc2547/page/Main-
Page#data_s=id%3AdataSource_3-19fdc864fac-layer-29%3A22 

• St. Tammany Parsh Multi-Modal plan 
• St. Tammany Parish Slidell Levee System 
• FEMA Flood Maps 
• STP GIS records of elevations and Rights-of-Way 

 

 
1 Consultation Request - Docket No. FD 36873 Union Pacific Acquisition of Norfolk Southern Railway Company, 
Danielle Gosselin, Director, Office of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, email and letter  
8/19/2026. 
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Planned Capital Improvements: Culvert and Siding Extensions, New Drainage 
Features 

Culvert extensions, siding extensions 
and new drainage features are 
planned for the Pearl River area 
along Segment 10163.  This may 
become a concern for Pearl River 
residents as much of the area is in 
FEMA-designated flood zone A with 
some Repetitive Loss homes in the 
area.  

• Increasing impervious 
surfaces (siding extension), 
cross-drainage volume or 
direction (new culverts and 
extensions) may exacerbate 
flooding in these vulnerable areas. 
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Hazardous Materials 

In its May 8, 2026, letter to Thomas R. Brugato, the Surface Transportation Board requested 
additional information about Hazardous Materials (for which no response is available on items 
#1 & #2 on the UP-NS Merger website): 

 
 
 

 

A basic internet search found: 

 

 

 

 

D. Hazardous Materials  
 

1. Provide a summary of the types of hazardous materials transported on the UP and NS networks 
pre-acquisition and to be transported on the combined network post-acquisition.  

2. Provide NS and UP records of hazardous materials releases and derailments and accident/incident 
frequencies for the years 2021 through 2025.  

3. For all rail yards that would experience transaction-related increases in rail yard activity of at 
least one hazmat carload processed per day, provide the following information with and without 
the proposed transaction. The information requested can be provided using the table format 
shown in the template in Attachment 2.  

i. Baseline hazmat carloads processed per day  

ii. Year 5 No Transaction hazmat carloads processed per day (including organic growth)  

iii. Year 5 With Transaction hazmat carloads processed per day  

iv. Difference (Year 5 With Transaction – Year 5 No Transaction)  
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A simple internet search provided three recent N-S derailments that caused environmental 
contamination and/or concern: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Tammany Parish is concerned at the recent safety of ttransporting hazardous materials th 

 

 

 

 

Norfolk Southern has faced major scrutiny and legal actions over high-profile hazardous material releases 
and derailments 

• East Palestine, Ohio (February 3, 2023): 

o A National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Accident Report details how 11 tank cars 
carrying hazardous materials derailed. 

o Three cars suffered mechanical breaches releasing flammable/combustible liquids, and 
five others released flammable gases due to fire exposure and a deliberate controlled burn. 

o Federal records and investigations revealed ongoing health concerns, environmental 
contamination, and subsequent Department of Justice and EPA complaints under the 
Clean Water Act and CERCLA. 

• Morgan County (June 11, 2026): 

o A Norfolk Southern train derailment breached an ethanol tank car, releasing roughly 
107,000 gallons of alcohol that ignited and burned for days, impacting local water and 
wildlife. 

• Jasper, Alabama (September 2026): 

o A minor derailment caused a locomotive to roll onto its side, spilling diesel fuel and 
engine oil, though authorities reported no hazardous material release from the cargo cars. 
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The merger proposes to increase the loads of hazardous materials along Segment 10163 that runs 
from New Orleans through St. Tammany Parish to Meridian, MS.   

• St. Tammany Parish is concerned about these recent safety issues with the NS RR 
because the Segment passes through densely populated areas in the Cities of Slidell and 
Pearl River. 

Slidell Levee System Alignment 

NS RR Segment 10163 traverses the southern end of St. Tammany Parish in Slidell parallel to 
State Hwy 11.  The area is extremely flood prone, with approximate 100-year water surface 
elevations ranging 15’ at the coast to 1-3’ inland at US I-12.  
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There are several thousand FEMA-designated 
Repetitive Loss structures (green dots) in the 
area surrounding the NS RR in the Slidell 
area.  

To reduce the risk of further flooding in this 
area, St. Tammany Parish and the LA Coastal 
Protection Restoration Agency (CPRA)2 are 
constructing a levee system that will protect 
over 5,000 homes in the Slidell area.   

Several of the levee segments will be 
constructed parallel with the N-S RR along 
Hwy 11, with the RR being located outside of 
the levee system. Levee segments will consist 
of earthen and T-Wall construction.  Through 
the City of Slidell, the levee heights (15’-17’) 
will exceed the RR elevations (Maps and table 
below).  

 

 

 

 

  

 
2 2023 LA Coastal Master Plan (CPRA). 2026 WRDA Bill provided some funding for Feasibility & Engineering 
studies. 
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