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Family Members in Shipping Could Face Uncertainty if Rail
Competition Declines

The proposed merger between Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern raises concerns for my family
and many others who work in the shipping, logistics, transportation, and supply chain industries.
Several members of my extended family work in freight-related operations that support major
companies, including Tesla and FedEx. As a result, any significant change to the national freight rail
network deserves careful public review. The advocacy email | received from BNSF Railway argues
that the merger could reduce competition and affect shipping costs, infrastructure, and supply chain

reliability. [Take actio...ail merger | Outlook]

Why This Matters

For families whose livelihoods depend on freight transportation, logistics networks, warehousing,
manufacturing support, and shipping operations, changes in rail service can have far-reaching
consequences. Even when employees do not work directly for a railroad, they may still be affected
by freight pricing, transportation delays, network bottlenecks, reduced carrier options, or shifts in
supply chain strategy.

My concern is not limited to railroads. It extends to truck drivers, warehouse employees, freight
coordinators, dispatchers, logistics analysts, shipping managers, manufacturing workers, and
anyone whose job relies on goods moving efficiently throughout the country.

Potential Risks Worth Examining

Questions that deserve answers before any merger receives approval include:

Will reduced rail competition increase freight transportation costs?
Could shipping rates rise for businesses that rely on rail transportation?
Will communities experience increased train traffic without corresponding infrastructure
improvements?

e Could supply chain disruptions become more difficult to address if customers have fewer rail
carrier choices?

e How might changes in rail operations affect employees throughout the broader transportation
and logistics sectors?

e What safeguards will exist to protect customers who depend on competitive freight services?


https://outlook.office365.com/owa/?ItemID=AAMkADBiYjU5NmE5LWZiNTEtNDY3YS1iOTI1LWY0OGY0MzBmZTkxZgBGAAAAAABJ3xsn1neCTKJh4%2fFYGV4aBwDHqGAI2kGaRYeeZs6W6IUdAAAAAAEMAADHqGAI2kGaRYeeZs6W6IUdAAVcl3k9AAA%3d&exvsurl=1&viewmodel=ReadMessageItem

The email specifically argues that reduced rail competition could contribute to higher shipping costs

and supply chain challenges. [Take actio...ail merger | Outlook]

Family Perspective

Like many American families, ours depends on stable employment and a healthy transportation
economy. Family members working in shipping and logistics help move products, parts, technology,
and consumer goods throughout the country. When transportation networks become less
competitive or more concentrated, employees and their families naturally wonder whether future
changes could affect business operations, customer demand, or long-term job stability.

While no one can say with certainty what the final outcome of a merger would be, people whose
livelihoods depend on freight transportation have a valid interest in understanding potential
consequences before decisions are finalized.

Importance of Public Participation

The federal review process exists so communities, businesses, workers, and residents can express
concerns and ask questions. People do not need to oppose or support a merger to participate.
Instead, they can request transparency, accountability, and a thorough examination of how proposed
changes might affect local economies, transportation infrastructure, freight movement, competition,
and supply chain resilience.

For families connected to logistics, shipping, manufacturing, warehousing, e-commerce fulfillment,
parcel delivery services, and freight transportation, the review process represents an opportunity to
ensure that decision-makers understand the potential downstream effects of industry consolidation.

Conclusion

My concern is simple: when family members work in shipping and logistics, any proposal that could
alter the nation's freight transportation system deserves careful scrutiny. A strong economy depends
on reliable supply chains, competitive transportation options, stable employment opportunities, and
efficient freight movement. Before approving a historic rail merger, regulators should fully evaluate
how the change could affect workers, businesses, communities, and families throughout the
transportation sector. The email | received highlights several of these concerns and encourages
public participation

CC: Parties of Record
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