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Karen,

Attached is a copy of the corrected letter.  I removed the statement pertaining to Prime
Farmland, as this project doesn’t appear to receive federal financial or technical assistance. 
Therefore, FPPA does not apply.

Thank you,

Chris Holle
Cartographic Technician
Texas

Natural Resources Conservation Service
101 South Main Temple, Texas. 76501
p: (254) 742-9951

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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3/18/2026 


 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
395 E. Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 


 


Attention: Karen Stevens, Environmental Protection Specialist 


 


Subject: Union Pacific Railroad - Construction Project (FD 36854) 


 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the potential environmental effects of the Union Pacific Railroad - 
Construction Project (FD 36854). The proposed site has been evaluated and does not involve any USDA-NRCS 
easements. 


The soils in the proposed project area have been reviewed. There are a few soil limitations in the project area that 
should be taken into consideration while planning for the project. As with any project, soil erosion is a main concern 
and erosion prevention practices are recommended. The potential for concrete corrosion is low to moderate.  There 
is a high risk of corrosion of steel.  There are hydric soils present (1 to 32%), which should not be of any concern.  The 
water erosion potential is very low, while the wind erosion potential is moderate to high.  


Enclosed is a Web Soil Survey map and reports illustrating the location of the soils as well as the ratings for related 
interpretations that are described above. We encourage you to consider this information during the Union Pacific 
Railroad - Construction Project (FD 36854) and take measures to protect the soils and water quality. 


 
If you have further questions, please contact me at (254) 742-9951 or by email at chris.holle@usda.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Chris Holle  
USDA/NRCS 
 
 
 
Attachment: Union Pacific Railroad – Construction Project (FD 36854)_Soil_Report 
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