310850

ENTERED
SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP 12027368880 Office of Chief Counsel
S 1501 K STREET, N.W. RATKINS@SIDLEY.COM February 6, 2026
WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 20005
I D L EY +1 202 736 8000 Part of
+1 202 736 8711 FAX Public Record

February 6, 2026

Via E-Filing

Chief of Case Administration
Office of Chief Counsel
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423

Re:  CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment Exemption—In Pinellas County, Fla.,
Docket No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 794X)

Dear Chief of Case Administration:

CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT”) and Georgetown and High Line Railway Company
LLC (“GHL”) respectfully request leave to submit this brief letter response to certain incorrect
assertions in Rails to Trails Conservancy’s (“RTC’s”) reply to CSXT and GHL’s Petition to
Reopen the Proceeding and Vacate the Revocation Decision. There is good cause for the Board
to accept this brief response, which is limited to clarifying one factual point.

RTC incorrectly suggests in its Reply that vacatur of the Revocation Decision would
interfere with or thwart interim trail use negotiations between CSXT and the City. RTC Reply
at 2, 8-9. RTC also erroneously claims the Petition to Reopen is “silent” on this issue. /d. at 8.
On the contrary, CSXT and GHL clearly explained in the Petition to Reopen that they “would
continue negotiations to conclude the purchase with the City” if the Board vacated the
Revocation Decision. Petition to Reopen at 4. And the City itself supported the requested relief.
Id. at 3. A Board order vacating the Revocation Decision would not jeopardize the progress that
CSXT and the City have made toward negotiating an agreement for sale of the line. In the event
of such a decision, CSXT is confident that continued negotiations with the City will result in a
mutually agreeable resolution with the City that is consistent with the terms of that decision.

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Raymond A. Atkins
Raymond A. Atkins Ph.D

cc: Parties of Record

Sidley Austin (DC) LLP is a Delaware limited liability partnership doing business as Sidley Austin LLP and practicing in affiliation with other Sidley Austin partnerships.





