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THE SENATE 
STATE OF ARKANSAS 

The Honorable Patrick J. Fuchs 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear Chairman Fuchs: 
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I am writing to express my support for the proposed merger between Union Pacific and 
Norfolk- Southern. Rail infrastructure is vital to economic growth and serves as a 
backbone for development, employment, and sustained stability. This proposed merger 
will offer enhanced reliability in service, increased capacity, and more resilient supply 
chains. 

As a state senator, I have worked on measures to strengthen Arkansas's economy, 
including bills that expand workforce training and improve infrastructure investment. 
With this merger, Union Pacific will continue to position western Arkansas as a logistics 
and manufacturing hub, making our region more competitive for new industries and 
jobs. This merger will also create a supportive system for farmers, small businesses, 
and major employers. 

Thank you for your time and attention in this matter. I respectfully ask you to give the 
Union Pacific-Norfolk Southern merger every consideration. If I can be of further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
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