
ur ace T . 
Offi ransportation Board 

ice ofth Ch· . e 1ef Counsel 
395 • Stree SW 

Washington DC 20423 

Dear Office of Chief Counsel , 

As som~o_ne who spent a lifetime in manufacturing before retiring, I know firsthand how much our business~s 
an? fam1l1es depend on reliable, affordable freight rail. In Greenville, Ohio, rail has always been more than JUSt 

a l ne on a map-it's the backbone of local commerce. It kept raw materials moving into our plants fmished 
?oods moving out to customers, and ensured our corrununity stayed connected to larger markets. Withou it 

J,obs would have been harder to sustain and store shelves harder to keep full. 

Through the years, I saw what happens when competition in the rail industry is diminished. Red ced 
competition usually means slower service, higher shipping costs and fewer options for businesses. Those costs 
never stop at the factory gate-they trickle down, raising prices for everyday fa•nilies in the for1n of more 
expensive gro,ceries and essentials. 

Now, with Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern-the two largest ra·lroads in the country-p suing a merger 
the stake,s are even higher. Without meaningful safeguards, this merger risks concentrating too muc . • po e in 
too few hands, leaving co1nmunities like Greenville with fewer choices :igher costs and unnecess strain on 
working families and small businesses alike. 

I urge the Surface Transportation Board, once this merger is forrr,ally file . to take • e lo I ie Protectmg 
competition and enslll"ing safe, reliable rail service isn't just good busine.ss-it s vital to ,e ell- e • g of 
families and the strength of local economies across Ohio. 

Thank you for your ca1·eful consideration. 

Sincerely, 

' 

Joyce Long 
Greenville, Ohio 

Cc: Parties of Record 
Governor of Ohio 
Member of Congress of Ohio 
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