
Surface Transportation Board 

,Office of the Chief Counsel 

395 E Street SW 

Washington, DC 20423 

October 7. 2025 

Re: Proposed UP- S Merger, Doc 1ket No. FD 36873 

ear Office of Chief Counsel, 

My father-in-law served as a conductor for a freight railroad company for over 40 years. I 

k ow from having had conversat"ons with him before he retired that unchecked railroad 

power once spurred the very creation of America's antit 1rust laws. Those laws were 

inten1ded to protect farmers, shippers, and consumers from the whims o,f ailroad barons 

who dictated prices and routes. Today, despite more than a century of lega precedent, we 

risk returning to an era where a handful of executives determine who has access to the 

nation's econom,ic art,eries. 

Yet for he next year a1nd a half,. the STB will go through t e motions of analyzi 1ng how t 1he 

creation oft e mo;st powerf1ul railroa,d onopoly in the country will increase competition 

and1 lower prices for shippers. They will hold hundreds of h1ours of public hear·ngs, review 

tens of thousands ,of pages of fit·ngs from affected parties,. spend substantial sums on 

economic consultants, and pr1oduce a lengthy document that justifies what has already 

been decided. 

The only unknown at this point is the location where the President of the United States will 

get to drive the go!lden spike celebrating his n1ew transcontinental ra·lroad. 

It iis interest·ng to note that the origina Transconti;nenta Railroad Golden Spike ceremo:ny 

celebrating the 1869 com:pletion of he project did not go entirely to plan. Central Pacific 

Rai road President Leland Stanford and Union Pacif'c Vice P esidentThomas 'Durant used a 

silver-plated spike maul o gently tap in the final golden spike so as to not scratch the maul 

or the spike. 
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Th p1k w h r _..._ov wo r Ilro xecu iv w "'"" • iv I o pike nd 

iron spIk m u.l h t w . r o h wI d o h tr n . .3'-,0, nti e 11.. .... l l r ph l1 h io 

co ld h r the lows th pik w ive . . .t nford to,ok mi hty win ........ th pik bu · 

h ·t t I n........... D • nt 1 v n i h ti , A cord in t e n w • p per account 

'Fin lly, re · l ~ il work t to the vi win ...... o driv int l """ .. spik d 

e We r nIon el r p r the lon w i·"' me a:;;;.'-JIO, 
1D --N- -.'1 

The pc m1 · gal n ,pik c r o ywill likely o much smooth r, u h y-bolism wil 

b r o ·"""'i . . T r will b • u h p ech1fyin out be er s rv ce d low r pr1c t but 

w t 186 --l piker pr .~ .... n .. ~d h a enIn o,f o in n , this a will repre en . 

h losi of o-p titi . 

U l1k t e . i toric teleg~ p s ge of •o .. Q-N-E,' this ti e the -e sag ur nation' 

s i r will h lou • nd cl ar 1s 'Y-·O- -R-M-O V ' Only tt wo t be celebr tio . -it 

wilt b - w rni th t h b l nee of power has shifted d cis1vely away from th m And 
a-::::· it ·s don a d all e dignit ries have l ft h tage. th y will hav,e t,o ~ .. 1ep · p lone o 

try ind s c re t e pror.■\ise of bett rs rvice an,d lower prices from ra1ilroad with -ark 

ower u like any other in he country. 

incerely, 

onn Skipper, reside t 
Republic 1an Women of ast Alabama 
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