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Tot e Office of he Chief Counsel: 

As a business owi1er manufacturing professiona who works across multipl industries 
understand how essential f1·e • gl1t rail is to tl1e success of our local economy. Whether it s n10 in 
aw ... .& ... ater1als, finished roducts, 01· the everyday goods our families depend on reliabl rail 
ervice keeps businesses running and communities like mine in ortheaste1n Ohio strong. 

But I also know how fragile that system can be. Whe11 rail competition weakens, service suffer . 
Shipping costs rise, opt·ons shrink, and delays increase~ Those burdens don' t just hit busines e 
they ripple through the supply cl1ain until families feel t em directly int e form of higher p ·ce 
for groceries, household goods and othe essent • als. 

I am a capitalist, which is why I am concerned about the proposed merger between Union Pacific 
and Norfolk outhem, two of the nation s largest railroads. Consolidating two companies of thi 
size would create an even tighter grip on the market, pusl • ng the freight rail industry clos r to a 
duopoly. For business owners like me who rely on dep ndable affordabl hipping acros 
sectors tha • n1eans fewer choices and greater risk. 

As the Surface Transportation Boa1·d reviews his merger, I t rge yo to consider it impact ot 
only on large corporations but also on small busi esses and th conm1unitie th · y anchor. Rail i 
n1ore than a logistical system, it is the backbone of local economies, and w cannot affo d 
cl1anges that weaken competition or compromise safety. 

Thank you for your attention to this i1nportant matte . 

A a Suffecool 
Po1tage County Ohio 

Cc: Parties of Record, Small Business Administration, ru1d 
United States Deparilnent of Justice 




