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You don't often get email from sean.g.brunet@usace.army.mil. Learn why this is important

ORM#: MVN-2025-00811-SQ
Applicant:  Adam Assenza, Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal District
Project/Subject: Construction of Ten (10) miles of Rail Line Extension (part of New Orleans
& Gulf Coast Railroad Mainline Extension Project)
Location:  West side of Ironton to the east side of Point Celeste, Plaquemines Parish,
Louisiana, as shown in SOV request

Dear Ms. Calvez,

This email is in reference to your below email dated September 9, 2025, concerning the
proposed Rail Line Extension in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana.

Information and signatures obtained from recent maps, aerial photographs, and local soil
surveys concerning the proposed ten (10) miles of rail line extension study area are
indicative of the occurrence of waters of the U.S., including possible wetlands and non-
wetland waters.  Department of the Army (DA) permits are required prior to the deposition
or redistribution of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S., including wetlands and
non-wetland waters.  This response does not constitute authorization to conduct the
project. 

A jurisdictional determination will be required to determine the extent of waters of the U.S. 
Please submit a jurisdictional determination request form to our office along with a detailed
wetland delineation that we require for all jurisdictional determinations. Please visit
https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Jurisdiction-Wetlands/ for more
information.  Additionally, detailed project plans would be required, along with an accurate
delineation of aquatic resources, to determine if a DA permit would be required for any
portion of the proposed 10-mile rail line extension project.  The fact that a jurisdictional
determination has not been completed does not alleviate your responsibility to obtain the
proper DA permits prior to working in jurisdictional areas, which include wetlands, occurring
at these locations. 

You are advised that you must obtain a permit from the Plaquemines Parish Government
for any work within 300 feet of the a federal flood control HSDRRS structure and/or 1,500’
of the Mississippi River & Tributaries flood control structure such as a levee/floodwall. You
must apply by email to the Plaquemines Parish Government including full-size construction
plans, cross sections, and details of the proposed work. Concurrently with your application
to the Plaquemines Parish Government, you must also forward a copy of your letter and
plans to Operations Division, Operations Manager for Completed Works of the Corps of
Engineers and to the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) office in Baton
Rouge for their review and comments concerning the proposed work.  The Plaquemines
Parish Government will not issue a permit for the work to proceed until they have obtained
letters of no objection from both of these reviewing agencies.  For further information
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washington, DC 20423 


 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
       


September 9, 2025 
 
 
Re: Docket No. FD 36633, Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal District 


(PPHTD) – Construction and Operation Exemption – Line of Railroad in 
Plaquemines Parish, La.; Preliminary Environmental Consultation 


 
Dear Agency Representative: 
  


Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal District (PPHTD) is planning to seek authority 
from the Surface Transportation Board (Board) to construct and operate approximately 10 miles 
of new rail line in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana (the Line).  The Line would be part of 
PPHTD’s New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railroad (NOGC) Mainline Extension Project (Project). 
The Project would extend the existing NOGC rail line and connect the national freight rail 
network to the future site of the 200-acre container terminal facility known as the Louisiana 
Gateway Container Terminal.  As part of its licensing process, the Board, through its Office of 
Environmental Analysis (OEA), will conduct an environmental review of the proposed rail line 
in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA, 42 U.S.C. 4321-4370m-11), 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA, 54 U.S.C. § 300101 et seq.), related environmental 
laws, and the Board’s environmental rules at 49 C.F.R. Part 1105.  OEA will evaluate the 
environmental and historic impacts that could potentially result from construction and operation 
of the Line. 


 
OEA previously sent a letter to your agency on November 15, 2022 regarding Louisiana 


23 Development Company, LLC’s (LA 23) LA Gateway Rail Extension, which involved a 
similar proposal to construct and operate a new rail line in this location.  LA 23 is no longer 
involved in the Project.  PPHTD’s preferred rail alignment generally follows the same route as 
the alignment proposed by LA 23 in 2022 but is located further south to minimize impacts to the 
town of Ironton. 


 
The purpose of this letter is to advise you of PPHTD’s new proposal and to request 


information from your agency on resources under your jurisdiction, or of which you have 
specialized knowledge, that could be impacted by the Project.  OEA asks that you identify any 
permits and approvals that could be required of PPHTD and any other information that could 
inform the development of the range of alternatives to be considered during the environmental 
review.  The information that you provide will also help us determine what type of NEPA 
document should be prepared. 
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Description of the Project  
 
The Project involves the construction and operation of approximately 10 miles of new 


rail line and an 8,000-foot siding within a 40- to 100-foot-wide right-of-way in Plaquemines 
Parish, Louisiana, near the Town of Ironton (Township 17S, Range 25E).  PPHTD states that 
there are no support facilities, rail yards, or runarounds currently planned as part of the Project. 
According to PPHTD, the purpose of the Project is to build a rail corridor that connects the 
proposed Louisiana Gateway Container Terminal to the interstate rail network via NOGC.  
Should the Board approve the Line, NOGC would operate and maintain it.   


 
Because PPHTD has only completed its initial engineering design, the appended map 


(Attachment 2) depicts the conceptual centerline for the proposed rail line and the project area.  
OEA will provide copies of more detailed maps as they become available.  OEA will develop 
and review the final set of alternatives to be analyzed in the NEPA document in consultation 
with appropriate Federal, state, and local agencies; Tribes; other interested stakeholders; and the 
public. 
 
Request for Initial Comments  
 


OEA appreciates your assistance in preliminarily identifying resource areas of interest to 
your agency that may be affected by the Project and welcomes any additional comments.  OEA 
respectfully requests your response by October 9, 2025 so that we may begin to schedule and 
conduct any necessary follow-up activities. 


 
Please submit comments electronically through the Board’s website at www.stb.gov by 


clicking on the “E-Filing” link on the left side of the home page and then selecting 
“Environmental Comments” and referring to Docket No. FD 36633 in all correspondence, 
including e-filings, addressed to the Board.  Brief comments may be typed in the comment field 
provided or comments may be attached as a separate file.  All comments received will be made 
available to the public on the Board’s website. 


 
Alternatively, you may also send written comments to Adam Assenza, OEA’s Project 


Manager for the environmental review, by mail to: 
 
Adam Assenza 
Surface Transportation Board (Docket No. FD 36833) 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423 


 
 


  



http://www.stb.gov/
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If you have any questions or would like to arrange a virtual meeting or conference call, 
please contact Adam Assenza at (202) 245-0301 or by email at Adam.Assenza@stb.gov.  We 
look forward to your participation in the Board’s environmental review process.  
       
 


Sincerely, 
     
   


 
 
Danielle Gosselin 
Director 
Office of Environmental Analysis 


 
 


 
 
Enclosures: 
Attachment 1 - PPHTD NOGC Railroad Mainline Extension Project Location Map 
Attachment 2 - PPHTD NOGC Railroad Mainline Extension Project Study Area Map 
Attachment 3 – Agency and Tribal Distribution List 
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Attachment 1 - PPHTD NOGC Railroad Mainline Extension Project Location Map  
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Attachment 2 - PPHTD NOGC Railroad Mainline Extension Project Study Area Map 
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regarding permit requests affecting federal flood control levees and structures, please
contact Ms. Amy Powell, Operations Manager for Completed Works at (504) 862-2241.  
 
Please contact Mr. Bill Nethery of our Regulatory Branch by telephone at (504) 862-1790,
or by email:  william.r.nethery@usace.army.mil for questions concerning wetlands
determinations or need for on-site evaluations.  Questions concerning regulatory permit
requirements may be addressed to Mr. Brad LaBorde by telephone at (504) 862-2225 or by
email:  brad.laborde@usace.army.mil.
 
Future correspondence concerning this matter should reference account number MVN-
2025-00811-SQ.  This will allow us to more easily locate records of previous
correspondence, and thus provide a quicker response.
 
Kind regards,
 
Sean Brunet
 
 
Sean Brunet, PE, PMP
USACE - New Orleans District
504-862-2232   (desk)
504-344-1520   (cell)
sean.g.brunet@usace.army.mil
 
 
 
 
From: Kelsey Calvez <Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 7:30 PM
Cc: Assenza, Adam <Adam.Assenza@stb.gov>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] FD 36633: Agency Consultation Letter

 
Dear Agency Representative: 
 
Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal District (PPHTD) is planning to seek authority from the
Surface Transportation Board (Board) to construct and operate approximately 10 miles of new
rail line in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana (the Line).  The Line would be part of PPHTD’s New
Orleans & Gulf Coast Railroad Mainline Extension Project . 
 
Please find attached a letter from the Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA)
describing the project and initiating consultation with your agency, as well as a project
location map, study area map, and distribution list. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Please note this email is being sent by Freese and Nichols, Inc. on behalf of OEA.  

mailto:william.r.nethery@usace.army.mil
mailto:brad.laborde@usace.army.mil
mailto:Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com
mailto:Adam.Assenza@stb.gov


 
Kelsey Calvez
Environmental Scientist | Project Manager
 
Western Gulf Coast Integrated Water Management Division 
Freese and Nichols, Inc.
10431 Morado Circle
Bldg. 5, Suite 300
Austin, TX 78759
Office: (512) 617-3165
Mobile: (713) 574-0220
Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com
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