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Kelsey Calvez

From: Dave Butler <dbutler@wlf.la.gov>

Sent: Thursday, September 25, 2025 11:43 AM

To: Kelsey Calvez

Subject: RE: FD 36633: Agency Consultation Letter

This is an email from an EXTERNAL source. DO NOT click links or open attachments without positive sender 

verification of purpose. Never enter USERNAME, PASSWORD or sensitive information on linked pages from this 

email. Please report all suspicious messages using the Report Message button in Outlook. 

Kelsey, 

Our Ecological sec�on stated the #1 alignment looks to be the best with not much impact. I have not heard from other 

sec�ons of the department, but will pass along any addi�onal informa�on should I receive addi�onal comments. 

Thanks, 

Dave Butler 
Permits Coordinator 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

2000 Quail Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA 70808 

(504) 286-4173 New Orleans Office

(225) 763-3595 Baton Rouge Office

From: Kelsey Calvez <Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 7:30 PM 

Cc: Assenza, Adam <Adam.Assenza@stb.gov> 

Subject: FD 36633: Agency Consultation Letter 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or a@achments unless you know the content is safe. 

Dear Agency Representative: 

Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal District (PPHTD) is planning to seek authority from the Surface 

Transportation Board (Board) to construct and operate approximately 10 miles of new rail line in Plaquemines 

Parish, Louisiana (the Line).  The Line would be part of PPHTD’s New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railroad Mainline 

Extension Project .  
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Please find attached a letter from the Board’s O7ice of Environmental Analysis (OEA) describing the project and 

initiating consultation with your agency, as well as a project location map, study area map, and distribution list.  

Thank you,  

Please note this email is being sent by Freese and Nichols, Inc. on behalf of OEA. 

Kelsey Calvez 

Environmental Scientist | Project Manager 

Western Gulf Coast Integrated Water Management Division 

Freese and Nichols, Inc. 

10431 Morado Circle 

Bldg. 5, Suite 300 

Austin, TX 78759 

O7ice: (512) 617-3165 

Mobile: (713) 574-0220 

Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com 

This electronic mail message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is addressed. This 

message, together with any attachment, may contain the sender's organization's confidential and privileged 

information. The recipient is hereby notified to treat the information as confidential and privileged and to not 

disclose or use the information except as authorized by sender's organization. Any unauthorized review, 

printing, retention, copying, disclosure, distribution, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of 

any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is 

prohibited. If you received this message in error, please immediately contact the sender by reply email and 

delete all copies of the material from any computer. Thank you for your cooperation.  
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Kelsey Calvez

From: Dave Butler <dbutler@wlf.la.gov>

Sent: Monday, September 29, 2025 6:12 AM

Kelsey Calvez

RE: FD 36633: Agency Consultation Letter

To:

Subject:

This is an email from an EXTERNAL source. DO NOT click links or open attachments without positive sender 

verification of purpose. Never enter USERNAME, PASSWORD or sensitive information on linked pages from this 

email. Please report all suspicious messages using the Report Message button in Outlook. 

Kelsey, 

 Here are LDWF’s completed comments. Please let me know if you have any ques!ons. 

Ecological Studies: 

The #1 alignment looks to be the best with not much impact. 

Wildlife Diversity Program: 

The Wildlife Diversity Program (WDP)  database indicates the presence of bird nes!ng colonies near the project 

area.  Please be aware that entry into or disturbance of ac!ve breeding colonies is prohibited by the Louisiana 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF).  In addi!on, LDWF prohibits work within a certain radius of an ac!ve 

nes!ng colony.  

Nes!ng colonies can move from year to year, and no current informa!on is available on the status of these colonies.  If 

work for the proposed project will commence during the nes!ng season, conduct a field visit to the worksite to look for 

evidence of nes!ng colonies.  This field visit should take place no more than two weeks before the project begins.  If no 

nes!ng colonies are found within 1000 feet (2000 feet for Brown Pelicans) of the proposed project, no further 

consulta!on with LDWF will be necessary.  If ac!ve nes!ng colonies are found within the previously stated distances of 

the proposed project, further consulta!on with LDWF will be required.  In addi!on, colonies should be surveyed by a 

qualified biologist to document species present and the extent of colonies.  Provide LDWF with a survey report which is 

to include the following informa!on: 

1. qualifica!ons of survey personnel;

2. survey methodology including dates, site characteris!cs, and size of survey area;

3. species of birds present, ac!vity, es!mates of number of nests present, and general vegeta!on type including digital

photographs represen!ng the site; and

4. topographic maps and ArcGIS shapefiles projected in UTM NAD83 Zone 15 to illustrate the loca!on and extent of the

colony.

Please mail survey reports on CD to: 

Wildlife Diversity Program 

La. Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries 

P.O. Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA  70898-9000 

You don't often get email from dbutler@wlf.la.gov. Learn why this is important 



2

 

To minimize disturbance to colonial nes!ng birds, the following restric!ons on ac!vity should be observed: 

 

- For colonies containing nes!ng wading birds (e.g., herons, egrets, night-herons, ibis, Roseate Spoonbills) or Anhingas or 

cormorants, all project ac!vity occurring within 1000 feet of an ac!ve nes!ng colony should be restricted to the non-

nes!ng period (i.e., September 1 through February 15). 

 

- For colonies containing nes!ng gulls, terns, or Black Skimmers, all project ac!vity occurring within 650 feet (2000 feet 

for Brown Pelicans) of an ac!ve nes!ng colony should be restricted to the non-nes!ng period (i.e., September 16 

through April 1). 

 

If you have any ques!ons or need addi!onal informa!on on birds, please contact Rob Dobbs at 337-735-8675. 

 

The database indicates that a Coastal Live Oak-Hackberry Forest is located within the project area.  This community is 

considered cri!cally imperiled in Louisiana with an S1 state rank.  In southeast Louisiana, this forest type can form on 

ridges of stranded deltaic sediments deposited by the (formerly) constantly shiFing Mississippi River.  These ridges are 

composed primarily of sand and shell and are approximately 4 to 5 feet above sea level.  This community, also known as 

a chenier, especially in southwest Louisiana, is an important storm barrier, limits salt water intrusion, and acts as a 

cri!cal staging and stopover site for Neotropical migratory birds.  We advise you to take the necessary measures to 

avoid any impacts to this ecological community. Please contact Brian Early at 225-765-3992 for more details on this 

habitat. 

 

No other impacts to rare, threatened or endangered species or cri!cal habitats are an!cipated from the proposed 

project.  No state or federal parks, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas or scenic rivers are known at the 

specified site or within ¼ mile of the proposed project. 

 

The Wildlife Diversity Program (WDP) reports summarize the exis!ng informa!on known at the !me of the request 

regarding the loca!on in ques!on. WDP reports should not be considered final statements on the biological elements or 

areas being considered, nor should they be subs!tuted for on-site surveys required for environmental assessments.  If at 

any !me WDP tracked species are encountered within the project area, please contact our biologist at 225-763-3554.     

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dave Butler  
Permits Coordinator 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

2000 Quail Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA 70808 

(504) 286-4173 New Orleans Office 

(225) 763-3595 Baton Rouge Office 
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From: Kelsey Calvez <Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 7:30 PM 

Cc: Assenza, Adam <Adam.Assenza@stb.gov> 

Subject: FD 36633: Agency Consultation Letter 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or aMachments unless you know the content is safe. 

 
Dear Agency Representative:  

 

Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal District (PPHTD) is planning to seek authority from the Surface 

Transportation Board (Board) to construct and operate approximately 10 miles of new rail line in Plaquemines 

Parish, Louisiana (the Line).  The Line would be part of PPHTD’s New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railroad Mainline 

Extension Project .  

 

Please find attached a letter from the Board’s O7ice of Environmental Analysis (OEA) describing the project and 

initiating consultation with your agency, as well as a project location map, study area map, and distribution list.  

 

Thank you,  

 

Please note this email is being sent by Freese and Nichols, Inc. on behalf of OEA.   

 

Kelsey Calvez 

Environmental Scientist | Project Manager 

 

Western Gulf Coast Integrated Water Management Division  

Freese and Nichols, Inc. 

10431 Morado Circle 

Bldg. 5, Suite 300 

Austin, TX 78759 

O7ice: (512) 617-3165 

Mobile: (713) 574-0220 

Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com 

 

 

 

This electronic mail message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is addressed. This 

message, together with any attachment, may contain the sender's organization's confidential and privileged 

information. The recipient is hereby notified to treat the information as confidential and privileged and to not 

disclose or use the information except as authorized by sender's organization. Any unauthorized review, 

printing, retention, copying, disclosure, distribution, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of 

any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is 

prohibited. If you received this message in error, please immediately contact the sender by reply email and 

delete all copies of the material from any computer. Thank you for your cooperation.  


