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Dear Office of Chief Counsel 
' 

As a multi-generational small family farmer, I understand the importance of freight rail. Reliable 

transit has always been essential to getting our crops to market and remaining competitive on a 

global scale. 

When rail service suffers-- whether through rising rates, fewer options, or poorly structured 

mergers-the ripple effects spread across the supply chain. For fa1·1ns like ours, these changes 

can mean the difference between a successful harvest and the closure of operations that have 

supported our co1nmunity for decades. 

Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern, two of the nation's largest railroads, recently announced 

plans to merge. I am deeply concerned about the effect thjs will have on competition. The fi:·eight 

rail industry is already controlled by a limited ni1mber ot' carriers, and combining these two 

giants ·would p11sh the ma.rket closer to a duopoly. Fa,rmers would face fewer choices higher 

costs, and even tighter margins at a time when agriculture is already under strain. 

I 1espectfully urge you to keep fa11ners and ranchers front of mind when reviewing this merger. 

Agriculture depends on a. fair and competitive rail system, and we cannot afford changes that 

............. ~ ... er erode it. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Megan Schmitmeyer 

Versailles Ohio 
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