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, art and I m on of e own rs of Sweet Brew. a small busin ss based • 

started back in 2003 as a E-... ...... ily-run operation and over the years we ve 
r wn into one o abama s more innovative food service manu acturers. Our big breakthrough 
as r ating t e eet Brew pouch - a simple but game-changing idea hat combines fres tea 

lea es and pure can ugar into one easy-to-use brew pouch. It's helped us change how 
restaurants and other busi esses serve sweet tea. Even though we've grown we sti 1 think and 
ope ate • e a small business - one that s proud to support our local economy and create Jobs 

righ e e in our community. 

Tha s why I m concerned about the proposed me ger between Union Pacific and Norfo k 
Southern. Like many businesses we rely on rail service to get the supp • es we need and to 
deliver our products to customers across the country. When rail service slows down or becom s 

tinreliable 1t has a real impact on our operations - and on our bottom line. 

O e the years I ve seen how big mergers like t • s can create problems for small and mid-siz d 

b smesses. hey often lead to slower service, mor delays, and higher shipping costs. And • the 

end those costs usua ly ge passed on to consumers ,_ which isn' good or anyone. 

f • s merger goes through it will put even more control into t e hands of just a couple of r ·1 

co . pani s. Less competition usually means higher prices and fewer cho • ces, e pee a 1 or 

s· sses 1· urs that don't have the le erage of a large corporation. 
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