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You don't often get email from lafayette@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

Good morning Adam, 

The Louisiana Ecological Services Field Office has received your request for information
regarding this project. Our office has an online screening tool,
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/, for your use in reviewing projects for impacts to
federally listed species. This tool generates a list of protected species that may be
present in the project area and can also assist you with making an effects determination
for those species using a determination keys. There may be multiple keys available for
the project area, please only complete the ones applicable to this project. Once
completed, you will receive a letter with directions on whether or not it is necessary to
send it and the official species list to us to us for concurrence and/or further review.
Please let me know if you have any questions or have any trouble with IPaC.
Thanks, 

From: Garig, Dustin F <dustin_garig@fws.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 10:13 AM
To: Lafayette ES, FW4 <lafayette@fws.gov>
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] FD 36633: Agency Consultation Letter

Thanks,

Dustin 

Dustin F. Garig 
Deputy Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region 
Louisiana Ecological Services Office 
200 Dulles Drive, Lafayette, LA 70506 

EI-34135

mailto:lafayette@fws.gov
mailto:Adam.Assenza@stb.gov
mailto:Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fipac.ecosphere.fws.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7C86042dc4ce6241078b2a08ddf5e75354%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638937096443054510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zBtty3FWJ6f9h821vy0gHHt%2BgKXeruGM00o1UaEO4ms%3D&reserved=0
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washington, DC 20423 


 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
       


September 9, 2025 
 
 
Re: Docket No. FD 36633, Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal District 


(PPHTD) – Construction and Operation Exemption – Line of Railroad in 
Plaquemines Parish, La.; Preliminary Environmental Consultation 


 
Dear Agency Representative: 
  


Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal District (PPHTD) is planning to seek authority 
from the Surface Transportation Board (Board) to construct and operate approximately 10 miles 
of new rail line in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana (the Line).  The Line would be part of 
PPHTD’s New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railroad (NOGC) Mainline Extension Project (Project). 
The Project would extend the existing NOGC rail line and connect the national freight rail 
network to the future site of the 200-acre container terminal facility known as the Louisiana 
Gateway Container Terminal.  As part of its licensing process, the Board, through its Office of 
Environmental Analysis (OEA), will conduct an environmental review of the proposed rail line 
in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA, 42 U.S.C. 4321-4370m-11), 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA, 54 U.S.C. § 300101 et seq.), related environmental 
laws, and the Board’s environmental rules at 49 C.F.R. Part 1105.  OEA will evaluate the 
environmental and historic impacts that could potentially result from construction and operation 
of the Line. 


 
OEA previously sent a letter to your agency on November 15, 2022 regarding Louisiana 


23 Development Company, LLC’s (LA 23) LA Gateway Rail Extension, which involved a 
similar proposal to construct and operate a new rail line in this location.  LA 23 is no longer 
involved in the Project.  PPHTD’s preferred rail alignment generally follows the same route as 
the alignment proposed by LA 23 in 2022 but is located further south to minimize impacts to the 
town of Ironton. 


 
The purpose of this letter is to advise you of PPHTD’s new proposal and to request 


information from your agency on resources under your jurisdiction, or of which you have 
specialized knowledge, that could be impacted by the Project.  OEA asks that you identify any 
permits and approvals that could be required of PPHTD and any other information that could 
inform the development of the range of alternatives to be considered during the environmental 
review.  The information that you provide will also help us determine what type of NEPA 
document should be prepared. 
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Description of the Project  
 
The Project involves the construction and operation of approximately 10 miles of new 


rail line and an 8,000-foot siding within a 40- to 100-foot-wide right-of-way in Plaquemines 
Parish, Louisiana, near the Town of Ironton (Township 17S, Range 25E).  PPHTD states that 
there are no support facilities, rail yards, or runarounds currently planned as part of the Project. 
According to PPHTD, the purpose of the Project is to build a rail corridor that connects the 
proposed Louisiana Gateway Container Terminal to the interstate rail network via NOGC.  
Should the Board approve the Line, NOGC would operate and maintain it.   


 
Because PPHTD has only completed its initial engineering design, the appended map 


(Attachment 2) depicts the conceptual centerline for the proposed rail line and the project area.  
OEA will provide copies of more detailed maps as they become available.  OEA will develop 
and review the final set of alternatives to be analyzed in the NEPA document in consultation 
with appropriate Federal, state, and local agencies; Tribes; other interested stakeholders; and the 
public. 
 
Request for Initial Comments  
 


OEA appreciates your assistance in preliminarily identifying resource areas of interest to 
your agency that may be affected by the Project and welcomes any additional comments.  OEA 
respectfully requests your response by October 9, 2025 so that we may begin to schedule and 
conduct any necessary follow-up activities. 


 
Please submit comments electronically through the Board’s website at www.stb.gov by 


clicking on the “E-Filing” link on the left side of the home page and then selecting 
“Environmental Comments” and referring to Docket No. FD 36633 in all correspondence, 
including e-filings, addressed to the Board.  Brief comments may be typed in the comment field 
provided or comments may be attached as a separate file.  All comments received will be made 
available to the public on the Board’s website. 


 
Alternatively, you may also send written comments to Adam Assenza, OEA’s Project 


Manager for the environmental review, by mail to: 
 
Adam Assenza 
Surface Transportation Board (Docket No. FD 36833) 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423 


 
 


  



http://www.stb.gov/
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If you have any questions or would like to arrange a virtual meeting or conference call, 
please contact Adam Assenza at (202) 245-0301 or by email at Adam.Assenza@stb.gov.  We 
look forward to your participation in the Board’s environmental review process.  
       
 


Sincerely, 
     
   


 
 
Danielle Gosselin 
Director 
Office of Environmental Analysis 


 
 


 
 
Enclosures: 
Attachment 1 - PPHTD NOGC Railroad Mainline Extension Project Location Map 
Attachment 2 - PPHTD NOGC Railroad Mainline Extension Project Study Area Map 
Attachment 3 – Agency and Tribal Distribution List 



mailto:Adam.Assenza@stb.gov
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Attachment 1 - PPHTD NOGC Railroad Mainline Extension Project Location Map  
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Attachment 2 - PPHTD NOGC Railroad Mainline Extension Project Study Area Map 
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YZ[\]L̂ _̀La Y[b_aqX o[Tr YbLZ_̂_̀[bs m̀t_bÒ L̂̀R[Z jÒa]ZR[R_Ò�
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Office: 337-291-3116; Cell: 337-254-7241
fax: 337-291-3139; email: dustin_garig@fws.gov

NOTE: This email correspondence and any attachments to and from this sender 
is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and may be disclosed to third parties. 

From: Kelsey Calvez <Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 7:30 PM
Cc: Assenza, Adam <Adam.Assenza@stb.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FD 36633: Agency Consultation Letter
 
 
 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,

opening attachments, or responding.  

Dear Agency Representative: 
 
Plaquemines Port Harbor and Terminal District (PPHTD) is planning to seek authority from the
Surface Transportation Board (Board) to construct and operate approximately 10 miles of new
rail line in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana (the Line).  The Line would be part of PPHTD’s New
Orleans & Gulf Coast Railroad Mainline Extension Project . 
 
Please find attached a letter from the Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA)
describing the project and initiating consultation with your agency, as well as a project
location map, study area map, and distribution list. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Please note this email is being sent by Freese and Nichols, Inc. on behalf of OEA.  

 
Kelsey Calvez
Environmental Scientist | Project Manager

 
Western Gulf Coast Integrated Water Management Division 
Freese and Nichols, Inc.
10431 Morado Circle
Bldg. 5, Suite 300
Austin, TX 78759
Office: (512) 617-3165
Mobile: (713) 574-0220
Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com

 

mailto:Kelsey.Calvez@freese.com


 
This electronic mail message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. This message, together with any attachment, may contain the sender's
organization's confidential and privileged information. The recipient is hereby notified to treat
the information as confidential and privileged and to not disclose or use the information except
as authorized by sender's organization. Any unauthorized review, printing, retention, copying,
disclosure, distribution, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action
in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is
prohibited. If you received this message in error, please immediately contact the sender by
reply email and delete all copies of the material from any computer. Thank you for your
cooperation.


