                                                                                                                                                                      August 14, 2025

Ms. Danielle Gosselin
Acting Director, Office of Environmental Assessment
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20423

Ms. Elizabeth Webster, Project Manager
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423


Dear Ms. Gosselin and Ms. Webster, 
I am writing this second letter to express my concern regarding the proposed Lampwrights LLC Construction and Operation Exemption (STB Docket FD 36833) in Elk and Jefferson Counties, PA. 
While I am against the entire project, the purpose of this letter is to detail the serious harm that will be caused in the area by the "Proposed Landfill Track" (Indicated by the green line on the attached Lampwrights map).
The construction of this railway poses a significant threat to our community in several ways.
· Altering the Floodplain
Building the railroad next to Little Toby Creek, specifically the southerly trestle proposed between Parolari Road and Route 153, will require a substantial grade increase. This will divert all floodwaters to the opposite side of the current floodplain, which would be catastrophic to nearby property owners. FEMA Flood Map 42047C0490D.  Please see the attached photos from 2014 of the described area, in which I have highlighted in yellow on the Lampright map.

· Environmental Impact
This railway will have a lasting negative impact on our community's future. It jeopardizes our newly reclaimed Little Toby Creek, which has become a major tourist attraction for fishing and viewing the active eagle population. I've seen the incredible progress firsthand. This achievement has been a great addition to the Pennsylvania Wilds.  A "trash railroad" will certainly not be an enhancement to environmental progress.

· Property Values:
It's a simple fact that properties next to or near a "trash railroad" will lose substantial value. This proposed railroad runs directly through Horton Township, financially affecting many residents.

· Quality of Life
I have read the response from Justin J. Marks on August 5, 2025, regarding the questions the STB posed to Lampwright/Clark Hill about the "Landfill Track" area. He stated:
“The landfill track will store empty and loaded cars. A gantry crane or container style forklift will offload the intermodal containers from the flat cars and place said containers on off-road articulated rock trucks. Rock trucks will transport the intermodal containers to the working face (on landfill property) for ultimate disposal at the active working face. Empty containers will be returned to the landfill track and placed back on the flat cars. All rail operations and commodities will be landfill related.”

I ask the STB, how can families suddenly be forced to live next to these conditions?
· Excessive noise from loading and unloading of train cars, a crane and off-road rock trucks?
· Excessive dust from the off-road rock trucks shuttling to and from the landfill?
· The smell? "Intermodal containers" may be sealed when new, but it is unrealistic to believe they will remain sealed after one, three, or ten years. In time, they will certainly smell.

I urge you to reject the permit for this proposed rail line. At a minimum, comprehensive and independent studies should be rightfully conducted to thoroughly investigate the above described issues.
In closing, I have been a resident of Horton Township for my entire 62 years. My family has owned this property for 100 years. I never imagined that starting my peaceful retirement, my family’s quality of life could be so threatened. I sincerely and respectfully ask each STB member to personally consider, Would you be able to live next to this?
I look forward to any feedback you may be able to provide.

Sincerely,
Thomas Parolari
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