Poole, Andrea

From: Bruechert, Tom (FHWA) <Tom.Bruechert@dot.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, January 3, 2024 10:33 AM

To: Poole, Andrea

Cc: Leary, Michael (FHWA); Bales, Genevieve (FHWA); Lastrape, Krystal (FHWA)

Subject: RE: Puerto Verde Global Trade Bridge Project (Docket No. FD 36652) - Surface Transportation Board
Request for Comment

Attachments: Puerto_Verde_Letter_NEPA Agencies_FHWA_20231207.pdf

You don't often get email from tom.bruechert@dot.gov. Learn why this is important

Hi Andrea-

Thanks for your voicemail message. Happy New Year!

Based on internal discussion at FHWA, we are in agreement that our role is none; as this is privately funded project on
private property.

No federal-aid funds are shown nor FHWA actions noted. It also includes a RR project that is not eligible for FA
(highway) funding.

As currently proposed the private road seeks to connect to a TxDOT Farm to Market road.

Our current response to OEA, that was seeking an electronic response apparently, from FHWA on our “role” = The FHWA
role would be N/A.

We do not plan on responding electronically on the STB Records page. Please use this e-mail for your purposes.

From multiple previous meetings, it appears that the private project sponsor (GER/PVH) is seeking a federal partner for
NEPA.

We suggested that GER/PVH set up a meeting with all potential federal partners, but received this letter instead.

Hope this helps and please let us know if you’d like to discuss any further-

Tom Bruechert

Environmental Program Manager
FHWA — Texas Division

512 536-5948



