April 29, 2024

To: Office of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board

Re: Green Eagle Railroad, LLC
Construction and Operation of a Line of Railroad in Maverick County, TX
Surface Transportation Board Finance Docket# 36652


To whom it may concern,

The Green Eagle Railroad (GER) should not be allowed to continue as proposed. Although the economic benefits deserve merit, the locations for this project pose serious risk to the surrounding environment and the health of residents in the affected areas.

According to Flood Maps provided by FEMA the area in which the railway and its accompanying Puerto Verde Global Trade Bridge (PVGTB) are to be constructed is labeled as a special flood hazard area. Construction of these will exacerbate the flooding of communities down the river.  Furthermore, this port infrastructure is within a few feet of a local creek/waterway. Ecosystems tend to form around water sources. They are delicate systems, indeed. Any small change can have cascading effects.  But the changes the port will bring will be dramatic in scale and effect. Texas Parks and Wildlife proposes several mitigating strategies that can be taken once the railway is complete. And to that I raise: one cannot mitigate what is no longer there.

Proponents claim that the GER will reduce pollution by moving rail traffic out of the city. This is point is rather disingenuous. The people from Seco Mines and the surrounding colonias are urban areas – as per the 2020 census. Traffic is being moved from one area to another becoming another neighbor’s issue. And yet it is being marketed as a solution. To make matters worse, GER/PVGTB seek to use the area surrounding the US-277 and Veterans Blvd. intersection as an outlet to their transportation needs. This is already a very busy intersection, as most County residents recognize. Whatever traffic and CO2 levels are sought to be alleviated at the other international crossings is being brought to this area. 

It is unrealistic to imagine a project of this magnitude will not draw in investment from the private sector, especially logistics and transportation companies. These companies will, of course, aim to set up shop close to the port. Which in turn will displace residents, increase congestion, introduce more pollutants in the area, worsen flooding, and cause irreversible damage to the local ecosystem.

The lack of experience of Puerto Verde Holdings (PVH) of ever operating any railway is apparent the more one scrutinizes the project. There are solutions to these ailments; ones where economic prosperity can be achieved while mitigating the negative impacts. There are different sites in the county where it can be built. Other design choices that can be made. It is for that reason that I urge the STB to stop the project from moving forward as proposed and allow GER/PVH to come up with new plans for this railway and its Puerto Verde Global Trade Bridge. 

Concerned Citizen of Maverick County,

Jose Luis Sarmiento Ruiz


