June 01, 2025
MEMORANDUM FOR  SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

FROM:  PALMER, JASON BENJAMIN

SUBJECT:  Docket no. FD 36652

1.  I am submitting this comment to register my absolute and unequivocal opposition to the proposed Green Eagle Railroad Project (Docket no. FD 36652).  This project is not only unnecessary—it is intentionally and knowingly reckless and a direct threat to the health, safety, and quality of life for the residents of Maverick County, Eagle Pass, and the surrounding communities.

2.  This project promises nothing but disruption and falsehoods.  To those of us living north of the proposed site, it will bring increased traffic congestion, plummeting property values.  For all Eagle Pass residents, the contamination of our water supply will see irreversible damage.  The toxic fallout from rail-related industrial activity will endanger families, ecosystems, and our only clean drinking water source.

3.  Union Pacific—a major, and trusted, leader in the rail industry—has publicly and firmly opposed the Green Eagle/Puerto Verde proposal.  Union Pacific has stated this new rail line is redundant, harmful to existing operations, and built on misleading assumptions.  They’ve also raised valid concerns about taxpayer-funded subsidies, lack of clarity on tolls and fees, and the potential for unnecessary delays and cost increases for freight movement across the border.

4.  The project's environmental review process has been riddled with red flags.  The fact that it’s still moving forward despite widespread opposition and glaring gaps in accountability should concern every agency responsible for protecting the public interest. The community was not, and still is not being, properly consulted.  No serious consideration has been given to the long-term impacts on local residents or the natural environment.  The Surface Transportation Board should have the well-being of local residents at the forefront.

5.  We are being railroaded—literally and politically.  Let me be clear: I am urging the Surface Transportation Board to listen to the voices of the people in Maverick County and Eagle Pass!  Reject the Green Eagle Railroad project before it does irreversible harm to the very people you have sworn to serve.  Do not sacrifice our health, our homes, and our future to the false promises of corporate greed.




///SIGNED///
JASON B. PALMER
Disabled Veteran
Maverick County Resident
