
  
 
 
March 31, 2025 
 
Danielle Gosselin 
Surface Transportation Board, Office of Environmental Analysis 
395 E Street Southwest 
Washington, DC 20423 
 
Re: Project Review Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, Docket No. FD 36815, Texas 

Materials Group, Construction and Operation Exemption, Burnet and Lampasas Counties, Texas (STB/106, 
THC #202507918) 

 
Ms. Gosselin: 
 
Thank you for your correspondence regarding the above-referenced project. This letter serves as comment 
on the proposed undertaking from the State Historic Preservation Officer, the Executive Director of the 
Texas Historical Commission (THC). 
 
The THC History Programs Division review staff, led by Justin Kockritz, recommends that a qualified 
architectural historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) Professional Qualification Standards 
(35 CFR Part 61) survey the project’s area of potential effect (APE) and evaluate the eligibility of any 
aboveground/non-archeological historic-age properties for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. We recommend that for portions of the project where new right-of-way is proposed that the APE 
for aboveground resources include all parcels wholly or partially within 300 feet of the edge of the proposed 
right-of-way; for portions of the project that are limited to the existing railroad right-of-way, we recommend 
that the APE for aboveground resources be limited to the existing right-of-way. THC also notes that the 
proposed northern terminus is located adjacent to the Shade Denson House, which was designated as a 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1964.  
 
The THC Archeology Division review staff, led by Rebecca Shelton, recommends a detailed desktop 
analysis be conducted by a SOI-qualified archeologist to identify previously recorded archeological sites, 
State Antiquities Landmarks, properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and cemeteries 
that may be within, or adjacent to, the proposed routes. According to our maps, the majority of the APE 
has not been surveyed, therefore an intensive archeological survey should be conducted to identify all 
cultural resources within the preferred route. 
 
Finally, THC notes that the northern section of the applicant’s preferred alignment appears to pass near the 
Thomas Lafayette Thornal Cemetery. For your reference, attached is additional information on this 
cemetery from THC’s files is attached. Although this cemetery currently has no historic designation, state 
laws protecting cemeteries and burials apply, including Chapters 711–715 of the Texas Health and Safety 
Code and Title 13, Chapter 22 of the Texas Administrative Code.  
 
We look forward to further consultation with your office and hope to maintain a partnership that will foster 
effective historic preservation. Thank you for your cooperation in this federal review process, and for your 
efforts to preserve the irreplaceable heritage of Texas. If you have any questions concerning our review of 
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aboveground historic resources, please contact Justin Kockritz at justin.kockritz@thc.texas.gov or 
512-936-7403; for any questions concerning our review of archeological resources, please contact Rebecca 
Shelton at rebecca.shelton@thc.texas.gov or 512-463-6043. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Justin Kockritz, Lead Project Reviewer, Federal Programs 
For: Joseph Bell, State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: Alan Tabachnick and Adam Assenza, Surface Transportation Board via email 
 STB E-Filing 

mailto:justin.kockritz@thc.texas.gov
mailto:rebecca.shelton@thc.texas.gov
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From: Justin Kockritz
To: Tabachnick, Alan
Cc: Rebecca Shelton; Assenza, Adam
Subject: Docket No. FD 36815, Texas Materials Group, Burnet and Lampasas County, TX
Date: Monday, March 31, 2025 12:47:45 PM
Attachments: thc_email_logo_65px_e6b590e5-b608-48df-a46f-bbaf70308c09.png

thc_email_signature_url_2_9467b7d4-3cf0-4ad6-a56a-a173b9a5102c.png
thc_email_signature_fb_18px_f52434f2-a1bc-4678-9a22-33dd4606f18b.png
thc_email_signature_twitter_18px_a0320705-84ac-453d-b948-ce7b9ec24d9b.png
thc_email_signature_ig_18px_b246144c-2e4c-4e72-a377-d3dbb77f8934.png
thc_email_signature_yt_18px_87f9dc8d-8149-47b9-988d-88c487090614.png
thc_email_signature_li_18px_5bdd2c5b-c609-480e-a872-4fe1572cd908.png
thc_email_signature_email_18px_61592cdc-f8f6-43c2-83c5-648830375491.png
106_STB_Texas Materials_2025-03-31.pdf

Hi Alan,

Attached is THC's response to the preliminary consultation request for Docket No. FD 36815 for the
proposed Texas Materials Group railroad in Burnet and Lampasas County, Texas. Also attached is additional
information on the Thomas Lafayette Thornal Cemetery in Lampsas County from the THC Cemetery
Program files. Please note, the information given in the database fields was often collected during very brief
site visits. Typically, the full survey card was not completed. Therefore, when you see “false” data, it could
simply mean that the data was not collected for that field, not that the feature does not exist. In other
words, the surveyor left the field blank.

If you have any questions at all, or if we can be of further assistance, please let Rebecca and I know.

Thank you

Justin Kockritz
 
 

From: Tabachnick, Alan
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 11:05 AM
To: Justin Kockritz
Cc: Rebecca Shelton
Subject: Re: Question

CAUTION: External Email – This email originated from outside the THC email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Yes, this is for that project.  It is just at its starting point as we haven't developed an APE yet and the
alternatives are still being worked on.    Thanks for checking on it.

Alan Tabachnick
 
Federal Preservation Officer
Surface Transportation Board

mailto:Justin.Kockritz@thc.texas.gov
mailto:Alan.Tabachnick@STB.GOV
mailto:Rebecca.Shelton@thc.texas.gov
mailto:Adam.Assenza@stb.gov
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Re: Project Review Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, Docket No. FD 36815, Texas 


Materials Group, Construction and Operation Exemption, Burnet and Lampasas Counties, Texas (STB/106, 
THC #202507918) 


 
Ms. Gosselin: 
 
Thank you for your correspondence regarding the above-referenced project. This letter serves as comment 
on the proposed undertaking from the State Historic Preservation Officer, the Executive Director of the 
Texas Historical Commission (THC). 
 
The THC History Programs Division review staff, led by Justin Kockritz, recommends that a qualified 
architectural historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) Professional Qualification Standards 
(35 CFR Part 61) survey the project’s area of potential effect (APE) and evaluate the eligibility of any 
aboveground/non-archeological historic-age properties for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. We recommend that for portions of the project where new right-of-way is proposed that the APE 
for aboveground resources include all parcels wholly or partially within 300 feet of the edge of the proposed 
right-of-way; for portions of the project that are limited to the existing railroad right-of-way, we recommend 
that the APE for aboveground resources be limited to the existing right-of-way. THC also notes that the 
proposed northern terminus is located adjacent to the Shade Denson House, which was designated as a 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1964.  
 
The THC Archeology Division review staff, led by Rebecca Shelton, recommends a detailed desktop 
analysis be conducted by a SOI-qualified archeologist to identify previously recorded archeological sites, 
State Antiquities Landmarks, properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and cemeteries 
that may be within, or adjacent to, the proposed routes. According to our maps, the majority of the APE 
has not been surveyed, therefore an intensive archeological survey should be conducted to identify all 
cultural resources within the preferred route. 
 
Finally, THC notes that the northern section of the applicant’s preferred alignment appears to pass near the 
Thomas Lafayette Thornal Cemetery. For your reference, attached is additional information on this 
cemetery from THC’s files is attached. Although this cemetery currently has no historic designation, state 
laws protecting cemeteries and burials apply, including Chapters 711–715 of the Texas Health and Safety 
Code and Title 13, Chapter 22 of the Texas Administrative Code.  
 
We look forward to further consultation with your office and hope to maintain a partnership that will foster 
effective historic preservation. Thank you for your cooperation in this federal review process, and for your 
efforts to preserve the irreplaceable heritage of Texas. If you have any questions concerning our review of 
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aboveground historic resources, please contact Justin Kockritz at justin.kockritz@thc.texas.gov or 
512-936-7403; for any questions concerning our review of archeological resources, please contact Rebecca 
Shelton at rebecca.shelton@thc.texas.gov or 512-463-6043. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Justin Kockritz, Lead Project Reviewer, Federal Programs 
For: Joseph Bell, State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: Alan Tabachnick and Adam Assenza, Surface Transportation Board via email 
 STB E-Filing 



mailto:justin.kockritz@thc.texas.gov

mailto:rebecca.shelton@thc.texas.gov
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Office of Environmental Analysis
395 E St SW
Washington, DC  20423
 
202-245-0367 (o)
202-934-8469 (c)
alan.tabachnick@stb.gov
 

From: Justin Kockritz <Justin.Kockritz@thc.texas.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 11:47 AM
To: Tabachnick, Alan <alan.tabachnick@stb.gov>
Cc: Rebecca Shelton <Rebecca.Shelton@thc.texas.gov>
Subject: Re: Question
 
Actually, at least as far as I can tell, that Thomas Lafayette Thornal Cemetery is not a Historic Texas
Cemetery. On our Historic Sites Atlas, an HTC is indicated by having a date listed in the "HTC Designation
Date" field; a blank field there indicates that the cemetery is not an HTC. That could be much clearer
though!

Unfortunately, in this case, I am not sure that we would have much, if anything, on this particular cemetery.
I can check with our Cemetery Preservation Program staff to confirm that though.

I am adding Rebecca Shelton with our Archeology Division here. She is our Archeology reviewer for
Lampasas County and she and I are currently reviewing the proposed Texas Materials Group project (Docket
No. FD 36815) that I suspect you are working on. 

Thanks

Justin Kockritz
 
 

From: Tabachnick, Alan
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 9:53 AM
To: Justin Kockritz; Mary Galindo, PhD, RPA
Subject: Re: Question

CAUTION: External Email – This email originated from outside the THC email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Thanks for this info.  The Thomas Lafayette Thornal cemetery came up on a map for a potential
project near Lampasas.  If you have any info on it I would appreciate it.  Thanks.

mailto:alan.tabachnick@stb.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fatlas.thc.texas.gov%2FDetails%3Fatlasnumber%3D7281004103&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7Cd920924a35734af8166308dd7073a37f%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638790364647619498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vghaDESt5gkjznh%2B0RVPJS5084dUOI%2FEtDqcHFxBqrs%3D&reserved=0


Alan Tabachnick
 
Federal Preservation Officer
Surface Transportation Board
Office of Environmental Analysis
395 E St SW
Washington, DC  20423
 
202-245-0367 (o)
202-934-8469 (c)
alan.tabachnick@stb.gov
 

From: Justin Kockritz
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 10:48 AM
To: Tabachnick, Alan; Mary Galindo, PhD, RPA
Subject: Re: Question

Hi Alan,

In general, the Historic Texas Cemetery (HTC) designation means that THC will have some sort of
documentation about the cemetery's history, but they typically have not been formally evaluated under the
National Register criteria. An HTC within a project's APE would usually be treated as sort of a red flag that
the cemetery is of historic age and that its National Register significance and integrity should be evaluated
further. However, it is not automatic that an HTC would be National Register eligible. 

If you have questions about a particular HTC, just let us know. We should be able to provide what materials
we have on the cemetery and we can confirm if it may have previously been surveyed or evaluated.

I know that is not exactly a clear answer, but hopefully it helps! If you have any questions, just let us know.

Thanks

Justin Kockritz
Lead Project Reviewer, Federal Programs
History Programs Division
P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711-2276
Phone: +1 512 936 7403
Fax: +1 512 463 5750

From: Tabachnick, Alan
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 9:30 AM
To: Mary Galindo, PhD, RPA; Justin Kockritz

mailto:alan.tabachnick@stb.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thc.texas.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7Cd920924a35734af8166308dd7073a37f%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638790364647641307%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AzY5Ukph11zBnGfqCcZVvt0lL1p9xe7awXimNj9IgCQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthc.texas.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7Cd920924a35734af8166308dd7073a37f%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638790364647657453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TqF%2B1aERLApqvC8JE6ABe%2BjhtOhFXH%2FIuDC%2F3hl72cw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FTexasHistoricalCommission&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7Cd920924a35734af8166308dd7073a37f%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638790364647670023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ql0eiCk1%2Fu9pE58WekVYtAWoYRu6ufbQ44YJyVzRxE8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FTxHistComm&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7Cd920924a35734af8166308dd7073a37f%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638790364647683649%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WrYe5%2B02U410ZWIQB%2FoqcKv48CqVgGPW%2FxJcRSaX7xs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Ftxhistcomm&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7Cd920924a35734af8166308dd7073a37f%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638790364647695735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PLoyKpCTrQ20Yl3LizES3ekI7QNmig1Q7CFjhPOFLvE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2FTxHist&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7Cd920924a35734af8166308dd7073a37f%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638790364647707659%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MpUbf45IzRH2SZZio%2Bun2o%2F2k%2F9JelzyJfyOypeUtjw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Ftexas-historical-commission&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7Cd920924a35734af8166308dd7073a37f%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638790364647719483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o%2FwRlHFmHBPaCOypWRpH40VTc9RCscQbgXoGSwF6N24%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FTXTHC%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew&data=05%7C02%7CAdam.Assenza%40stb.gov%7Cd920924a35734af8166308dd7073a37f%7Cbc02aacae24c420db143ce9537c42d7b%7C0%7C0%7C638790364647731361%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LCW0ebYc8TmDClX9qiQ9q2iTwRsYqqE4fOx1p8kG1aA%3D&reserved=0


Subject: Question

CAUTION: External Email – This email originated from outside the THC email system. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi.  Hope you are both doing well.  I was wondering how you all consider cemeteries that have been
given the Historic Texas Cemetery designation.  Does that designation imply, or mean, that it the
cemetery is eligible for the NRHP?  Or is it more like a recognition type designation for planning and
preservation purposes?  Thanks very much. 

Alan Tabachnick
 
Federal Preservation Officer
Surface Transportation Board
Office of Environmental Analysis
395 E St SW
Washington, DC  20423
 
202-245-0367 (o)
202-934-8469 (c)
alan.tabachnick@stb.gov
 

mailto:alan.tabachnick@stb.gov

