Lampwrights (Docket No. FD 36833) - Surface Transportation Board Request for Comment
In looking at the map provided in the Dockett, here are some initial transportation, safety, business concerns and environmental: 
1. Proximity to Brockway
· The proposed lead track passes very close to the residential community of Brockway, cutting across several local roads and residential access points.  Brockway has likely developed around or across the old right-of-way since it was abandoned.  May still require several new crossings, fencing, and safety improvements because former crossings may not be up to modern standards.
· Increased Train Frequency: Regular train operations could severely impact local vehicular circulation within Brockway, particularly on small, narrow rural roads.  Even a single long train (1.25 miles) could still block multiple intersections simultaneously if crossings are close together, depending on train speed and switching requirements.  How traffic to Both Plant 1 and Plant 2 get via train and what would this additional cars to the landfill do to service?
· Community Division: the new track may create a physical barrier within Brockway, reducing connectivity for residents, school buses, and emergency services.
 Recommendation:
The project must incorporate community connectivity mitigation measures, including pedestrian crossings where feasible, accommodation of future recreational trails, and local access improvements.
 2. Potential Public Road Crossings
· The map suggests that the new track will intersect local roads such as Route 219 and potentially other township or secondary roads.  Even with limited train movements, the projected train length of approximately 6,675 feet (over 1.25 miles) could block multiple road crossings simultaneously, affecting residents, businesses, and emergency services, especially in and around Brockway
· Route 219 Impact: Route 219 is a key north-south route for Jefferson County. A new at-grade rail crossing could cause substantial congestion, especially for trucks and commercial traffic supporting the area's manufacturing and agricultural industries, especially on the south side of Brockway.
· Pittsburgh Buffalo Highway Intersection: The proposed track passes under or near this corridor. Careful study is needed to avoid long train blocking incidents or dangerous crossings near higher-speed vehicular routes.
 Recommendation:
A comprehensive Traffic Impact Study should be conducted. Special consideration should be given to emergency access plans and school bus routes and safety near all new rail crossings.  Require the installation of modern full crossing protection (gates, lights, bells) at all public road crossings, regardless of train frequency.
3. Emergency Response and Access
· Critical Emergency Access Routes: Any blockage or delay caused by trains could drastically affect fire department, ambulance, and police response times.
· The project should evaluate whether bridges or grade separations (overpasses/underpasses) are necessary at critical crossings to ensure emergency service reliability.
 Recommendation:
Evaluate the need for grade-separated crossings (overpasses/underpasses) at strategic locations or require fully protected crossings with gates, lights, and bells at all public crossings. If crossings cannot guarantee minimal blockage times, the Board should require grade separations at critical locations or formal emergency contingency plans with nearby municipalities.  Emergency Services Impact Assessments should be conducted in consultation with local first responders. 
4. Construction Impacts
· Heavy Construction Traffic: During track laying, heavy equipment and materials will likely use Route 219 and surrounding small roads not built for high volumes of truck traffic, increasing risks of accidents, road damage, and traffic delays.
· Local Road Damage: Project plans must include commitments to repair or upgrade any roads impacted by heavy construction traffic.
 Recommendation:
A Construction Traffic Management Plan must be prepared and implemented, including pre-construction and post-construction roadway condition surveys. Necessary upgrades or repairs must be funded by the project proponent.
 5. Pedestrian and School Bus Safety
· Residential Areas: Given the proximity to Brockway homes and potentially schools, special attention must be paid to school bus routes crossing the new tracks.
 Recommendation:
· Design mitigation strategies to preserve pedestrian access, protect community linkages, and accommodate future recreation trail development where possible.  Install active warning devices (gates, lights, bells) at all public road crossings and develop school-specific safety plans. 
 6. Freight Movement and Intermodal Impacts
· Additional Rail Traffic on Existing Line: Increased rail traffic from the landfill operations could congest the existing Brockway Branch Line, possibly affecting other industries relying on timely freight service.
 Recommendation:
Conduct a Freight Movement and Scheduling Analysis to ensure efficient integration with existing operations and minimize long-term mobility conflicts.
7. Long-Term Community Mobility
· Barrier Effects: Even though the project primarily supports landfill operations, the new rail alignment could restrict future community development, pedestrian movement, recreational trails, and land access unless properly designed.
Recommendation:
Conduct a Freight Movement and Scheduling Analysis to ensure efficient integration with existing operations and minimize long-term mobility conflicts.
8.  Business and Economic Impacts
· Owens-Illinois (O-I) Crenshaw Glass Plant: This major employer relies on uninterrupted access to Route 219 for the movement of goods, raw materials, and employee commuting. Any disruption caused by construction or train operations at crossings could delay shipments, reduce operational efficiency, and impact workforce mobility.
· Regional Supply Chains: O-I’s supply chain and distribution network extends across the region, and any rail-related traffic delays could have cascading effects on their vendors and customers.
· Small Businesses in Brockport: Traffic disruptions or restricted access could reduce customer foot traffic, hamper deliveries, and create economic burdens on small businesses in the nearby communities.
 
Recommendation:
The environmental review must assess potential economic disruptions to O-I Crenshaw Glass Plant operations and surrounding businesses and develop mitigation strategies. These could include optimized train scheduling, grade separation where necessary, and active communication plans to minimize business disruptions during construction and operation.
9.  Environmental Concerns
· The old Toby Branch corridor may cross or run near small streams, wetlands, or floodplains.
· Even though it’s an old rail corridor, new fencing, berms, and active train operations could fragment wildlife corridors, particularly for deer
· The area likely has noise-sensitive receptors (homes, schools, wildlife habitats) close to the alignment
· Streams: no water trails, USACE navigable waters, or scenic rivers
· Little Toby Creek & Tribs: trout stocked; Cold Water Fishes (CWF)
· Mead Run & Tribs: wild trout, trout stocked; Cold Water Fishes (CWF)
· Boggy Run: wild trout; High Quality
· Oyster Run: wild trout; Cold Water Fishes (CWF)
· Bear Run: wild trout; Cold Water Fishes (CWF)
· Mine Sites, EPA Sites
· Mine sites (not all-inclusive): 
· Little Toby Coal, Meade Run, Brockport, Tamburlin #8, Esquire Fuel Co, The Dome,
· Brockport NE, Bianco, Monarch #1
· Various sediment ponds & treatment facilities
· EPA sites: Cristinis Auto Wrecking, Owens Brockway Glass Plant, North Star Aggregates
Recommendation:
The proposed rail line, while utilizing a former railroad corridor, presents risks to water quality, habitat connectivity, historic resources, and air quality during construction and operation. We should strongly recommend and require detailed studies addressing wetlands, contamination risks, wildlife habitat disruption, and cumulative impacts associated with landfill expansion. Special attention must also be paid to resilience in rail infrastructure design.

