Jarrett Faulk
Brockport, PA 15823

Elizabeth Webster
Surface Transportation Board (Docket No. FD 36833)
395 East Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

Reference Docket No. FD 36833

Hello,

I am writing to express my comments concerning the above referenced docket number.  As a member of the local community, I have many concerns regarding the projected path of the proposed railroad to ship waste through our community.  This former rail line no longer exists in the area that the proposal references. The railroad tracks, ties and much of the grade has been removed. Large parcels have been sold to private citizens, gifted to churches or allowed to be reclaimed by nature.

This proposed rail line will endanger the following items:

Starting from the end of the active rail line that services the Owens Illinois Glass Plant this line will cross a section of privately owned land.  From there it will cross County Line Road and immediately enter a wetlands area that extends from County Line Road approximately 1 mile.  In this area I routinely see several species of turtles, newts, salamanders along with species of birds such as blue heron. From the point where this wetland ends this line will cross a tributary of the Little Toby Creek called Mead Run. Mead Run is listed on the Pennsylvania Game Commission’s list of native trout breeding streams.  This can be found on page 43 of the document that can be found at this link which is listed at the bottom of this letter. 

After crossing Mead Run this line will continue through a small residential area which much of the railroad grade has been converted into yards or allowed to return to a more natural state.  As we continue, after crossing US Route 219 this proposed line will enter a second wetland area. This area contains at least 1 large beaver dam which may have flooded the proposed rail line path.  This area also contains another native trout reproduction stream called Oyster Run which is a tributary again to the Little Toby Creek and is noted on the referenced document page 44. In this area many people have reported seeing river otters that are finally gaining stable populations in northwest Pennsylvania. During this stage of the proposed rail line some of the grade has been destroyed by bank erosion from the Little Toby Creek.

Past this point where the proposed line will be continues to cross areas of wetlands and other small tributaries of Little Toby Creek. It is also necessary to mention that much of the Little Toby Creek was unable to sustain fish and other aquatic creatures due to mine run off that this old railroad used to service. There was a major project that took many years to restore the Little Toby Creek to the state that it is in now. We are seeing the return of many species that thrive in these environments and we as a community are completely against any construction that could disrupt this area as it returns to its more natural state.

I request that you reject the permit for this proposed rail line that will endanger this area and potentially cause catastrophic damage when these container cars leak or when this train derails as we saw in East Palestine, Ohio just a few years ago.

Thank you for your time,

Jarrett Faulk
Resident, Elk County Pennsylvania

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/fishandboat/documents/fishing/all-about-fish/catch-pa-fish/trout/trout_repro.pdf

