
Justin J. Marks 
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F +12027720919 
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Clark Hill 
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Suite 1300 South 
Washington, DC 20004 
T (202) 772-0909  
F (202) 772-0919 
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April 2, 2025 

Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

Re: California Northern Railroad Company 
– Lease and Operation Exemption –
Including Interchange Commitment –
Union Pacific Railroad Company
Surface Transportation Board Finance Docket 36828

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Enclosed for filing in the above referenced docket is a Notice of Exemption under 49 
U.S.C. §10902 for California Northern Railroad Company (“CFNR”), to continue operating on rail 
lines owned by the Union Pacific Railroad Company. 

Included within this notice of exemption is a request to waive the notice requirements of 
49 CFR §1150.42(e). 

The filing fee has been paid via pay.gov.  If you have any questions related to this filing, 
please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Justin J. Marks 
Counsel for California Northern Railroad 
Company  

Enclosure 

I: I Clark Hill 

       309420 

      ENTERED 
Office of Proceedings 
   April 2, 2025 
        Part of  
    Public Record 

         FEE RECEIVED 
          April 2, 2025 

SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD

F I L E D 
        April 2, 2025 

SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD



1 

Before the 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB Docket No. FD 36828 

CALIFORNIA NORTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- LEASE AND OPERATION EXEMPTION

INCLUDING INTERCHANGE COMMITMENT – 
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 

______________________________ 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
UNDER 49 U.S.C. §10902 

_______________ 

(includes color images) 

Eric M. Hocky 
Clark Hill PLC 
Two Commerce Square 
2001 Market St. 
Suite 2620 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 640-8523
ehocky@clarkhill.com

Justin J. Marks 
Clark Hill PLC 
1001 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Suite 1300 South 
Washington, DC 20004 
(202) 772-0916
jmarks@clarkhill.com

Dated: April 2, 2025 

Attorneys for California Northern 
Railroad Company  
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Before the 
 
 SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

 
STB Docket No. FD 36828 

                                
CALIFORNIA NORTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY  

- LEASE AND OPERATION EXEMPTION 
INCLUDING INTERCHANGE COMMITMENT – 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 
______________________________ 

   
VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION  

UNDER 49 U.S.C. §10902 
 

California Northern Railroad Company (“CFNR”), a Class III railroad, files this Notice of 

Exemption under 49 USC § 10902 to exempt from regulation, CFNR’s entry into a lease 

amendment to extend the term of, and to make other changes to, its lease originally (“Original 

Lease”) entered into with the predecessor to Union Pacific Railroad Company (“UP”), Southern 

Pacific Transportation Company (“SP”).  The lines subject to the amendment to the Original Lease 

(the “Amendment”) include the following segments of rail line totaling approximately 183 miles 

(together referred to herein as the “Leased Lines”): (i) the Schellville Branch, from milepost 48.97 

(east leg of wye) and milepost 48.93 (west leg of wye), at Suisun, CA, to milepost 63.40, near 

Lombard, CA; (ii) the Napa Branch, from milepost 61.61, at Lombard, CA, to the bumper near 

Rocktram CA, at milepost 67.50; (iii) the Vallejo Branch, from milepost 61.42, at Napa Jct., CA, 

to milepost 68.87, at Vallejo, CA; (iv) the West Valley Line, from milepost 75.66 (east leg of wye) 

and milepost 75.58 (west leg of wye), at Davis, CA, to milepost 186.30 (east leg of wye toward 

Portland, CA) and milepost 186.33 (west leg of wye toward Roseville), at Tehema, CA; (v) the 

Hamilton Branch, from milepost 180.40, at Wyo, CA, to milepost 169.00, at Hamilton, CA;  (vi) 

the Los Banos Branch, from milepost 83.00, at Tracy, CA, to milepost 140.07 at Los Banos, CA; 
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(vii) the Sugarfield Industrial Lead from milepost 85.56 at Woodland, CA, to milepost 88.25 at 

Sugarfield, CA; and (viii) Johns Manville Industrial Lead from milepost 150.0 at Willows, CA to 

end of UP track ownership at milepost 152.68 .  The Leased Lines are shown on the map attached 

as Exhibit A.  The Amendment will extend the term of the lease and will revise other commercial 

provisions. 

Notice 

 In accordance with 49 C.F.R. §1150.43, CFNR hereby provides the following information: 

(a)  The full name and address of Applicant: California Northern Railroad Company, 

1166 Oak Avenue, Woodland, CA 95695. 

(b)  Applicant’s Representatives: 

Eric M. Hocky 
Clark Hill PLC 
Two Commerce Square 
2001 Market St. 
Suite 2620 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 640-8523 
 
Justin J. Marks 
Clark Hill PLC 
1001 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Suite 1300 South 
Washington, DC 20004 
(202) 772-0916 

   

(c)  CFNR and UP are entering into a sixth amendment to the Original Lease in order 

to extend the term of the lease and to make other commercial revisions. 

(d)  The current operator of the Leased Lines is CFNR, and CFNR will continue to be 

the operator after the transaction. 

(e)  Brief Summary of the Proposed Transaction:  In 1993, CFNR entered into an 
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agreement with SP (as a predecessor to UP) to lease and operate the Leased Lines pursuant 

to the Original Lease.  California Northern Railroad Company – Lease and Operation 

Exemption – Certain Lines of Southern Pacific Transportation Company, ICC Finance 

Docket No. 32353, 1993 WL 394561 (served Oct. 5, 1993).  The Original Lease was for a 

period of ten years and automatically renewed thereafter.  UP succeeded to the rights of SP 

as a result of the UP/SP merger.  See generally Union Pacific Corp., et al. – Control and 

Merger – Southern Pac. Rail Corp. et al, ICC Finance Docket No. 32760, Decision 44, 

1996 WL 46736 (served August 6, 1996).   

CFNR and UP have now agreed to amend the lease to further extend the term and 

make other commercial changes. 

i. The name and address of the company leasing the Leased Lines is Union Pacific

Railroad Company, 1400 Douglas Street, Mailstop 1350, Omaha, Nebraska 68179.

ii. The Amendment will be effective upon the effective date of this Notice of

Exemption, thirty days after filing (or upon the grant of the requested labor notice

waiver).  CFNR is currently operating the Leased Lines under the terms of the

Original Lease as amended and will continue to do so until the Amendment

becomes effective.

iii. The mileposts of the Leased Lines are: (i) the Schellville Branch, from milepost

48.97 (east leg of wye) and milepost 48.93 (west leg of wye), at Suisun, CA, to

milepost 63.40, near Lombard, CA; (ii) the Napa Branch, from milepost 61.61, at

Lombard, CA, to the bumper near Rocktram, CA, at milepost 67.50; (iii) the Vallejo

Branch, from milepost 61.42, at Napa Jct., CA, to milepost 68.87, at Vallejo, CA;

(iv) the West Valley Line, from milepost 75.66 (east leg of wye) and milepost 75.58
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(west leg of wye), at Davis, CA, to milepost 186.30 (east leg of wye toward 

Portland, CA) and milepost 186.33 (west leg of wye toward Roseville), at Tehema, 

CA; (v) the Hamilton Branch, from milepost 180.40,1 at Wyo, CA, to milepost 

169.00, at Hamilton, CA;  (vi) the Los Banos Branch, from milepost 83.00, at 

Tracy, CA, to milepost 140.07 at Los Banos, CA; (vii) the Sugarfield Industrial 

Lead from milepost 85.56 at Woodland, CA, to milepost 88.25 at Sugarfield, CA; 

and (viii) Johns Manville Industrial Lead from milepost 150.0 at Willows, CA to 

end of UP track ownership at milepost 152.68.2 

iv. The total route miles to be leased and operated is approximately 183 miles. 

(f)  Attached as Exhibit A to this Notice of Exemption is a map of the Leased Lines. 

(g)  CFNR certifies that its projected revenues as a result of the transaction will not 

exceed those that would qualify it as a Class III carrier. 

(h)  CFNR certifies that the Original Lease which is being amended includes an existing 

interchange commitment.  In this transaction, the Original Lease contained an interchange 

commitment that potentially affects interchange with carriers other than SP (now UP).  The 

 
1 The original grant of authority by the I.C.C. in Docket 32353 misidentified this milepost as 
280.40. 

2 In addition to the lines described above, the original grant of authority by the I.C.C. in Docket 
32353 included SP’s Northwestern Pacific (“NWP”) Line from NWP milepost 142.50, near 
Outlet, CA to NWP milepost 40.60, near Schellville, CA, to SPT milepost 63.40, near Lombard, 
CA.  CFNR assigned its rights to the NWP Line to the North Coast Railroad Authority in 1996.  
North Coast Railroad Authority-Lease and Operation Exemption-California Northern Railroad 
Company, Northwestern Pacific Railroad Authority, and Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and 
Transportation District, STB Finance Docket No. 33115, 1996 WL 548249, fn. 2 (served Sept. 
27, 1996). Further, the original grant of authority for the Los Banos Branch extended to milepost 
141.17.  UP and CFNR obtained authority to abandon/discontinue that segment of rail line in 
2001.  Union Pac. R.R. Co. – Abandonment Exemption – in Merced County, CA, STB Docket 
No. AB 33 (Sub-No. 179X); California N. R.R. Co. – Discontinuance Exemption – in Merced 
County, CA STB Docket No. AB 458X (served Sept. 5, 2001). 
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following additional information is provided by CFNR with respect to the interchange 

commitment: 

i. As noted above, the Original Lease contains an interchange commitment that 

affects interchange with carriers other than SP (now UP) at the interchange points 

shown on the map attached as Exhibit A.     

ii. A confidential version of the Lease is being submitted under separate cover as part 

of a Confidential Appendix governed by 49 CFR 1104.14(a).   

iii. A list of the shippers who currently use or who have used the Leased Lines in the 

last two calendar years, and whose traffic is subject to the interchange commitment 

is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

iv. The aggregate number of carloads originated or terminated within the last two 

calendar years by the shippers identified in subparagraph iii above is included as 

part of the Confidential Appendix.  

v. CFNR hereby certifies that, as set forth in the certificate of service, it has provided 

notice of the proposed transaction and the interchange commitment by serving a 

copy of this Notice of Exemption on the shippers identified in subparagraph iii 

above.   

vi. In addition to UP, Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART Freight) physically 

interchanges with the Leased Lines.   

vii. CFNR does not have the information to estimate the difference between the rent 

with and without the interchange commitment at the time of the Original Lease.  

Moreover, in connection with the current amendment and extension of the lease 

there was no discussion or negotiation of the lease with and without the 
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commitment.  Accordingly, CFNR requested an estimate of the difference from UP 

as permitted by the Board.  Information Required in Notices and Petitions 

Containing Interchange Commitments, STB Docket No. EP 714 (served September 

5, 2013), slip op. at 5-6.  A copy of the UP response is included in the Confidential 

Appendix.  

viii. The caption of this proceeding reflects the existence of the interchange 

commitment. 

(i)  In addition to the information set forth above, CFNR certifies that its revenues 

currently exceed $5,000,000.  However, since CFNR will continue to be the operator of 

the Leased Lines both before and after the transaction, CFNR is requesting a waiver of the 

labor notice requirements under 49 C.F.R. §1150.42(e).  See request for waiver set forth 

below. 

Labor Protection 

 CFNR is a Class III carrier, and pursuant to 49 U.S.C. §10902(d), approval of this 

transaction may not be subjected to labor protection conditions.  Additionally, since CFNR is 

already the operator of the Leased Lines, there will be no employees adversely affected by the 

lease arrangements. 

Environmental and Historic Reports 

 This is an extension of a lease for continued rail operations that will not result in changes 

in carrier operations that will exceed the thresholds established in 49 C.F.R. §1105.7(e)(4) or (5).  

Further Board approval is required for CFNR to discontinue (or for UP to abandon) service, or to 

dispose of or alter properties subject to the Board’s jurisdiction that are 50 years old or older.  

Accordingly, no environmental or historic documentation is required.  See 49 C.F.R. 
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§1105.6(c)(2); 49 C.F.R. §1105.8(b)(1). 

Caption Summary 

 Attached hereto as Exhibit C is the caption summary required by 49 C.F.R. §1150.44. 

Request for Waiver of Notice Requirements of 49 C.F.R. §1150.42(e) 
 

 As noted above, CFNR’s total revenues exceed $5,000,000.  Under the Board’s regulations 

at 49 C.F.R. §1150.42(e), CFNR would be required to give sixty days’ notice to employees 

working on the Leased Lines (and the national offices of their collective bargaining 

representatives).  However, the Board has held: “The purpose of 49 CFR 1150.42(e) is to ensure 

that rail labor unions and employees who would be affected by the transfer of a line are given 

sufficient notice of the transaction before consummation.”  Louisiana & Delta Railroad, Inc. – 

Lease Amendment and Operation Exemption – Union Pacific Railroad Company, STB Finance 

Docket No. 36379, slip op. at 2 (served Mar. 4, 2020).  See also Acquisition of Leased Lines under 

49 USC 10901 and 10902 – Advance Notice of Proposed Transactions (“Advanced Notice of 

Proposed Transactions”), 2 STB 592 (1997).  In adopting the notice requirement, the Board 

specifically recognized that “exceptional situations may occur necessitating acquirer requests for 

waiver of the 60 day notice provision …” Advanced Notice of Proposed Transactions, supra at 

601. 

 In this instance, CFNR should not be required to comply with the requirements of Section 

1150.42(e) because there will be no changes for any employees working on the Leased Lines.  

CFNR already leases the rail facilities, and it or its predecessor have been the sole common carrier 

operator of the Leased Lines since 1993.  The Amendment extends the term of the Original Lease 

and CFNR will continue to be the sole common carrier operator of the Leased Lines.   No 

employees of the transferring carrier, UP or its predecessor, have worked on the line since 1993, 
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and there are no employees of UP who will be affected or have to make any career choices as a 

result of the sale.  Posting notices on the Leased Lines would not provide notice to any UP 

employees since none work on the Leased Lines.  Further, there will be no operational changes 

and no employees of CFNR will be affected. 3 Thus, under the circumstances of this transaction, 

compliance with the notice requirements will not further the purposes of the rule and should be 

waived.  Granting CFNR a waiver would be consistent with other circumstances in which the 

Board has granted waivers from the labor notice requirements when a common carrier has filed to 

extend a lease it was previously leasing and will remain as the common carrier operator on the 

line.  See North Carolina & Virginia Railroad Company, LLC, Chesapeake & Albemarle Railroad 

Division – Lease Amendment Exemption – Norfolk Southern Railway Company, STB Docket No. 

FD 35564 (Sub-No. 1) (served December 23, 2011).   See also Louisiana Southern Railroad, LLC 

– Lease Exemption containing Interchange Commitment – The Kansas City Southern Railway 

Company, STB Docket No. FD 35983 (served February 18, 2016). 

 CFNR asks that the waiver of the labor notice requirements be granted expeditiously so 

that this Notice of Exemption can become effective as scheduled 30 days after it is filed. 

  

 
3 Notwithstanding that there will be no effect on employees of CFNR, CFNR is providing notice 
of this transaction to the national office of the union that represents employees working on the 
Leased Line by serving it with a copy of this Notice of Exemption. 
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Conclusion 

 Accordingly, CFNR requests that the Board issue a notice allowing the Lease to become 

effective 30 days from the filing of this Notice of Exemption. 

Respectfully submitted,     

 

  
 
 

Eric M. Hocky 
Clark Hill PLC 
Two Commerce Square 
2001 Market St. 
Suite 2620 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 640-8523 
ehocky@clarkhill.com  
 
Justin J. Marks 
Clark Hill PLC 
1001 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Suite 1300 South 
Washington, DC 20004 
(202) 772-0916 
jmarks@clarkhill.com  

  
Attorneys for California Northern Railroad 
Company  

Dated: April 2, 2025  
 



VERIFICATION 

I, David Franklin Jr., President of California Northern Railroad Company, verify under 

penalty of pe1jury that the foregoing is true and correct. Further, I certify that I am qualified and 

authorized to file the foregoing document. 

Executed on April Z , 2025 

David Franklin Jr., President 
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EXHIBIT B 

 

LIST OF SHIPPERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ADAMS GRAIN 

7301 John Galt Way, Arbuckle, CA 95912 

ADAMS TRUCKING, INC 

7301 John Galt Way, Arbuckle, CA 95912 

ADOBE LUMBER 

150 S Napa Junction Rd., American Canyon, CA 94503 

ALL BAY LUMBER 

405 Green Island Rd., American Canyon, CA 94503 

ALLWEATHER WOOD 

18 N Pioneer Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

AMCOR RIGID PLASTICS 

2425 S Watney Way, Fairfield, CA 94533 

AMERICAN COMMODITY COMPANY LLC 

6133 Abel Rd., Williams, CA 95987 

ANHEUSER-BUSCH CO 

3101 Busch Dr., Fairfield, CA 94534 

APEX BULK COMMODITIES 

12531 Violet Rd., Adelanto, CA 92301 

ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND 

P.O. Box 990, 1603 Old Hwy. 99 West, Arbuckle, CA 95912 

ARTOIS FEED GRAIN 

P.O. Box 120, 6540 Co. Rd. 33, Artois, CA 95913 

BAR ALE CO 

P.O. Box 699, 1011 5th St., Williams, CA 95987 

BELL CARTER FOODS, INC 

1012 Second Street, Corning, CA 96021 

BIAGIS WAREHOUSE 

1200 Green Island Rd., American Canyon, CA 94558 



 

 

BMC WEST CORP (now Blders FirstSource) 

1351 E. Beamer St., Woodland, CA 95776 

BUILDERS FIRSTSOURCE 

1351 E. Beamer St., Woodland, CA 95776 

CALIFORNIA CASCADE INDUSTRIES 

1492 Churchill Downs Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

CALIFORNIA FAMILY FOODS 

P.O. Box 1230, Arbuckle, CA 95912 

CALIFORNIA HERITAGE MILLS INC 

P.O. Box 715, 1 Comet Lane, Maxwell, CA 95955 

CALIFORNIA SUGARS LLC 

1465 Tanforan Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

CALIFORNIA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

P.O. Box 942873, Sacramento, CA 94273-0001 

CAPACITY CHEMICAL LLC 

P.O. Box 158, 8512 Highway 33, Westley, CA 95387 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA RAILCAR REPAIR 

P.O. Box 31062, Stockton, CA 95213 

CENTRAL VALLEY BUILDERS SUPPLY 

1386 Green Island Rd., American Canyon, CA 94503 

CENTRAL VALLEY LUMBER 

535 N Pioneer Ave., Woodland, CA 96776 

CLARK PACIFIC 

40600 County Rd. 18C, Woodland, CA 95776 

CLEAN HARBORS ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

101 Philip Drive, Norwell, MA 02061 

COLUSA COUNTY FARM SUPPLY 

P.O. Box 1570, 5873 Freshwater Rd., Williams, CA 95987 



 

 

CONRAD FOREST PRODUCTS 

7085 Eddy Rd., Arbuckle, CA 95912-9789 

CORNERSTONE 

2 Evergreen Lane, Suite 1, Hopedale, MA 01747 

CROWN HILL STONE SUPPLY LLC 

650 Green Island Rd., American Canyon, CA 94503 

DARLING INGREDIENTS 

11946 Carpenter Rd., Crows Landing, CA 95313 

DE PUE WAREHOUSE 

P.O. Box 490, Williams, CA 95987 

DEL DON FERTILIZER COMPANY 

9245 Highway 33, Westley, CA 95387 

DOMPE WAREHOUSE 

P.O. Box 22, 25 E. 5th St., Crows Landing, CA 95313 

ECO-SHELL 

5230 Grange Rd., Corning, CA 96021 

EMPIRE MINING CO LLC 

P.O. Box 157, Gerlach, NV 89412 

EQUILIBRIUM CATALYST INC 

6800 Pine Vista Lane, Houston, TX 77092 

FARMERS RICE COOPERATIVE 

P.O. Box 15223, Sacramento, CA 95851 

FLASHPOINT ENERGY PARTNERS LLC 

3171 S 129th E Ave., Ste. A #5150, Tulsa, OK 74134 

G3 ENTERPRISES 

502 E. Whitmore Ave., Modesto, CA 95358 

GERLINGER STEEL & SUPPLY COMPANY 

1510 Tanforan Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 



 

 

GRAYMONT WESTERN US INC 

3950 South 700 East, Suite 301, Salt Lake City, UT 84107 

HUB GROUP, INC. 

2001 Hub Group Way, Oak Brook, IL 60523 

INGOMAR PACKING 

P.O. Box 1448, 9950 S Ingomar Grade, Los Banos, CA 93635 

INLAND TERMINAL/GROWWEST 

201 East Street, Woodland, CA 95776 

JOHNS MANVILLE INTERNATIONAL 

5916 County Rd 49, Willows, CA 95988 

JOHNSTONS TRADING POST INC 

11 N. Pioneer Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

LIBERTY PACKING 

12045 S. Ingomar Grade Rd., Los Banos, CA 93635 

MANN LAKE LTD (now CA SUGARS) 

1465 Tanforan Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

MARE ISLAND RAIL SERVICES 

341 Georgia Street, Vallejo, CA 94590 

MELLO RELOAD 

1470 E Kentucky Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

MEZGER GRAIN, CO. 

P.O. Box 220, Yolo, CA 95697 

MIDSTREAM LPG 

205 5th Avenue SW, Suite 3800, Calgary, AB T2P 2V7 

MORNING STAR PACKING COMPANY 

2211 Old Highway 99, Williams, CA 95987; 13448 Volta Rd., Los Banos, CA 93635 

NUTRIEN AG SOLUTIONS INC 

P.O. Box 211, 555 W. 1st Street, Hamilton City, CA 94951 



 

 

PARADISE TOMATO KITCHENS 

1500 S. Brook Street, Louisville, KY 40208 

PBF ENERGY COMPANY LLC 

1 Sylvan Way, Second Floor, Parsippany, NJ 07054 

PRO PETROLEUM LLC 

408 South 43rd Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85009 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

1 Procter & Gamble Plaza, Cincinnati, OH 45212 

REDWOOD EMPIRE WOODLAND 

22 N. Pioneer Avenue, Woodland, CA 95776 

RENEWABLE FIBER INCORPORATED 

16605 Old Wadsworth Blvd, Broomfield, CO 80020 

SHELDON UNITED TERMINALS 

425 West Plumb Lane, Reno, NV 89509 

SIERRA PACIFIC INDS 

P.O. Box 496028, Redding, CA 96049 

SIMPLOT 

2947 State Highway 20, Colusa, CA 94932 

SONOMA METROPOLITAN AREA RAIL TRANSIT 

5401 Old Redwood Hwy, Suite 200, Petaluma, CA 94954 

STRATEGIC MATERIALS INC 

5000 Fulton Drive, Fairfield, CA 94534 

SUN FOODS LLC 

P.O. Box 8729, 1620 East Kentucky Avenue, Woodland, CA 95776 

SUN VALLEY RICE CO LLC 

P.O. Box 8, 7050 Eddy Road, Arbuckle, CA 94912 

THE TREMONT GROUP INC (now GrowWest) 

201 East Street, Woodland, CA 95776 



 

 

UNION PACIFIC RR 

1400 Douglas Street, Omaha, NE 68179 

VALERO MARKETING & SUPPLY 

One Valero Way, San Antonio, TX 78249 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EXHIBIT C 

 

CAPTION SUMMARY 



Before the 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB Docket No. FD 36828      

CALIFORNIA NORTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
- LEASE AND OPERATION EXEMPTION

INCLUDING INTERCHANGE COMMITMENT – 
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 

______________________________ 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
UNDER 49 U.S.C. §10902 

California Northern Railroad Company (“CFNR”), a Class III railroad, files this Notice of 

Exemption under 49 USC § 10902 to exempt from regulation, CFNR’s entry into a lease 

amendment to extend the term of, and to make other changes to, its lease originally (“Original 

Lease”) entered into with the predecessor to Union Pacific Railroad Company (“UP”), Southern 

Pacific Transportation Company (“SP”).  The lines subject to the amendment to the Original Lease 

(the “Amendment”) include the following segments of rail line totaling approximately 183 miles 

(together referred to herein as the “Leased Lines”): (i) the Schellville Branch, from milepost 48.97 

(east leg of wye) and milepost 48.93 (west leg of wye), at Suisun, CA, to milepost 63.40, near 

Lombard, CA; (ii) the Napa Branch, from milepost 61.61, at Lombard, CA, to the bumper near 

Rocktram CA, at milepost 67.50; (iii) the Vallejo Branch, from milepost 61.42, at Napa Jct., CA, 

to milepost 68.87, at Vallejo, CA; (iv) the West Valley Line, from milepost 75.66 (east leg of wye) 

and milepost 75.58 (west leg of wye), at Davis, CA, to milepost 186.30 (east leg of wye toward 

Portland, CA) and milepost 186.33 (west leg of wye toward Roseville), at Tehema, CA; (v) the 

Hamilton Branch, from milepost 180.40, at Wyo, CA, to milepost 169.00, at Hamilton, CA; (vi) 

the Los Banos Branch, from milepost 83.00, at Tracy, CA, to milepost 140.07 at Los Banos, CA; 

(vii) the Sugarfield Industrial Lead from milepost 85.56 at Woodland, CA, to milepost 88.25 at



 

 

Sugarfield, CA; and (viii) Johns Manville Industrial Lead from milepost 150.0 at Willows, CA to 

end of UP track ownership at milepost 152.68.   

Comments must be filed with the Board and served on CFNR’s representative, Justin J. 

Marks, Esq., Clark Hill, PLC, 1001 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W., Suite 1300 South, Washington, DC 

20004; (202) 772-0916. 

 The Notice is filed under 49 C.F.R. §1150.41.  If the Notice contains false or misleading 

information, the exemption is void ab initio.  Petitions to revoke the exemption under 49 U.S.C. 

§10502(d) may be filed at any time.  The filing of a petition to revoke will not automatically stay 

the transaction. 

Board decisions and notices are available at www.stb.gov. 

Decided: _______, 2025. 

By the Board, Mai T. Dinh, Director, Office of Proceedings. 



 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on this date a copy of the foregoing document was served by email 

or U.S. first class mail, postage pre-paid on the following national representative of CFNR 

employees working on the Leased Lines:  

International Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and Transportation Workers  
 
W. Todd Campbell 
General Chairperson 
SMART-TD GO887 
campbellwt@att.net 
 
and the following shippers. 

 

 Justin J. Marks 

Dated:  April 2, 2025  

 

  



 

 

ADAMS GRAIN 

7301 John Galt Way, Arbuckle, CA 95912 

ADAMS TRUCKING, INC 

7301 John Galt Way, Arbuckle, CA 95912 

ADOBE LUMBER 

150 S Napa Junction Rd., American Canyon, CA 94503 

ALL BAY LUMBER 

405 Green Island Rd., American Canyon, CA 94503 

ALLWEATHER WOOD 

18 N Pioneer Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

AMCOR RIGID PLASTICS 

2425 S Watney Way, Fairfield, CA 94533 

AMERICAN COMMODITY COMPANY LLC 

6133 Abel Rd., Williams, CA 95987 

ANHEUSER-BUSCH CO 

3101 Busch Dr., Fairfield, CA 94534 

APEX BULK COMMODITIES 

12531 Violet Rd., Adelanto, CA 92301 

ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND 

P.O. Box 990, 1603 Old Hwy. 99 West, Arbuckle, CA 95912 

ARTOIS FEED GRAIN 

P.O. Box 120, 6540 Co. Rd. 33, Artois, CA 95913 

BAR ALE CO 

P.O. Box 699, 1011 5th St., Williams, CA 95987 

BELL CARTER FOODS, INC 

1012 Second Street, Corning, CA 96021 

BIAGIS WAREHOUSE 

1200 Green Island Rd., American Canyon, CA 94558 



 

 

BMC WEST CORP (now Blders FirstSource) 

1351 E. Beamer St., Woodland, CA 95776 

BUILDERS FIRSTSOURCE 

1351 E. Beamer St., Woodland, CA 95776 

CALIFORNIA CASCADE INDUSTRIES 

1492 Churchill Downs Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

CALIFORNIA FAMILY FOODS 

P.O. Box 1230, Arbuckle, CA 95912 

CALIFORNIA HERITAGE MILLS INC 

P.O. Box 715, 1 Comet Lane, Maxwell, CA 95955 

CALIFORNIA SUGARS LLC 

1465 Tanforan Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

CALIFORNIA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

P.O. Box 942873, Sacramento, CA 94273-0001 

CAPACITY CHEMICAL LLC 

P.O. Box 158, 8512 Highway 33, Westley, CA 95387 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA RAILCAR REPAIR 

P.O. Box 31062, Stockton, CA 95213 

CENTRAL VALLEY BUILDERS SUPPLY 

1386 Green Island Rd., American Canyon, CA 94503 

CENTRAL VALLEY LUMBER 

535 N Pioneer Ave., Woodland, CA 96776 

CLARK PACIFIC 

40600 County Rd. 18C, Woodland, CA 95776 

CLEAN HARBORS ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

101 Philip Drive, Norwell, MA 02061 

COLUSA COUNTY FARM SUPPLY 

P.O. Box 1570, 5873 Freshwater Rd., Williams, CA 95987 



 

 

CONRAD FOREST PRODUCTS 

7085 Eddy Rd., Arbuckle, CA 95912-9789 

CORNERSTONE 

2 Evergreen Lane, Suite 1, Hopedale, MA 01747 

CROWN HILL STONE SUPPLY LLC 

650 Green Island Rd., American Canyon, CA 94503 

DARLING INGREDIENTS 

11946 Carpenter Rd., Crows Landing, CA 95313 

DE PUE WAREHOUSE 

P.O. Box 490, Williams, CA 95987 

DEL DON FERTILIZER COMPANY 

9245 Highway 33, Westley, CA 95387 

DOMPE WAREHOUSE 

P.O. Box 22, 25 E. 5th St., Crows Landing, CA 95313 

ECO-SHELL 

5230 Grange Rd., Corning, CA 96021 

EMPIRE MINING CO LLC 

P.O. Box 157, Gerlach, NV 89412 

EQUILIBRIUM CATALYST INC 

6800 Pine Vista Lane, Houston, TX 77092 

FARMERS RICE COOPERATIVE 

P.O. Box 15223, Sacramento, CA 95851 

FLASHPOINT ENERGY PARTNERS LLC 

3171 S 129th E Ave., Ste. A #5150, Tulsa, OK 74134 

G3 ENTERPRISES 

502 E. Whitmore Ave., Modesto, CA 95358 

GERLINGER STEEL & SUPPLY COMPANY 

1510 Tanforan Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 



 

 

GRAYMONT WESTERN US INC 

3950 South 700 East, Suite 301, Salt Lake City, UT 84107 

HUB GROUP, INC. 

2001 Hub Group Way, Oak Brook, IL 60523 

INGOMAR PACKING 

P.O. Box 1448, 9950 S Ingomar Grade, Los Banos, CA 93635 

INLAND TERMINAL/GROWWEST 

201 East Street, Woodland, CA 95776 

JOHNS MANVILLE INTERNATIONAL 

5916 County Rd 49, Willows, CA 95988 

JOHNSTONS TRADING POST INC 

11 N. Pioneer Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

LIBERTY PACKING 

12045 S. Ingomar Grade Rd., Los Banos, CA 93635 

MANN LAKE LTD (now CA SUGARS) 

1465 Tanforan Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

MARE ISLAND RAIL SERVICES 

341 Georgia Street, Vallejo, CA 94590 

MELLO RELOAD 

1470 E Kentucky Ave., Woodland, CA 95776 

MEZGER GRAIN, CO. 

P.O. Box 220, Yolo, CA 95697 

MIDSTREAM LPG 

205 5th Avenue SW, Suite 3800, Calgary, AB T2P 2V7 

MORNING STAR PACKING COMPANY 

2211 Old Highway 99, Williams, CA 95987; 13448 Volta Rd., Los Banos, CA 93635 

NUTRIEN AG SOLUTIONS INC 

P.O. Box 211, 555 W. 1st Street, Hamilton City, CA 94951 



 

 

PARADISE TOMATO KITCHENS 

1500 S. Brook Street, Louisville, KY 40208 

PBF ENERGY COMPANY LLC 

1 Sylvan Way, Second Floor, Parsippany, NJ 07054 

PRO PETROLEUM LLC 

408 South 43rd Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85009 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

1 Procter & Gamble Plaza, Cincinnati, OH 45212 

REDWOOD EMPIRE WOODLAND 

22 N. Pioneer Avenue, Woodland, CA 95776 

RENEWABLE FIBER INCORPORATED 

16605 Old Wadsworth Blvd, Broomfield, CO 80020 

SHELDON UNITED TERMINALS 

425 West Plumb Lane, Reno, NV 89509 

SIERRA PACIFIC INDS 

P.O. Box 496028, Redding, CA 96049 

SIMPLOT 

2947 State Highway 20, Colusa, CA 94932 

SONOMA METROPOLITAN AREA RAIL TRANSIT 

5401 Old Redwood Hwy, Suite 200, Petaluma, CA 94954 

STRATEGIC MATERIALS INC 

5000 Fulton Drive, Fairfield, CA 94534 

SUN FOODS LLC 

P.O. Box 8729, 1620 East Kentucky Avenue, Woodland, CA 95776 

SUN VALLEY RICE CO LLC 

P.O. Box 8, 7050 Eddy Road, Arbuckle, CA 94912 

THE TREMONT GROUP INC (now GrowWest) 

201 East Street, Woodland, CA 95776 



 

 

UNION PACIFIC RR 

1400 Douglas Street, Omaha, NE 68179 

VALERO MARKETING & SUPPLY 

One Valero Way, San Antonio, TX 78249 
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