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You don't often get email from dennis.lew@cbp.dhs.gov. Learn why this is important

Andrea,
 
The Field Operations Facilities Program Management Office (FOF PMO) has traditionally provided
feedback for Presidential Permit applications.  At the moment, however, they are severely short
staffed, and I have been asked to provide assistance.  A recent reorganization has landed all the CBP
environmental planning staff, including what was formerly FOF Environmental, under the umbrella
organization of the Energy and Environmental PMO (EE PMO) within the Enterprise Services (ES)
organization of the Office of Facilities and Assets Management (OFAM).  Part of the reason for the
new organizational structure was to be able to have the flexibility to be provide additional support
where needed across the traditional organizational “stovepipes.” 
 
I had formerly been supporting FOF Environmental and have reviewed Presidential Permit
applications as part of that support. 
 
Let me know if you have any additional questions.
 
Thanks,
 

Dennis
 
Dennis J. Lew, REM (CTR)

Environmental Specialist | Environmental Section
Office of Facilities and Asset Management
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Cell: (202) 302-3302
dennis.lew@cbp.dhs.gov
 

  Every Day is Earth Day
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  This information is the property of the Department of Homeland Security and may contain sensitive data that is
confidential or proprietary.  If you have received this email in error, please notify the originator immediately.  Your assistance is
appreciated.
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You don't often get email from dennis.lew@cbp.dhs.gov. Learn why this is important

From: Poole, Andrea <andrea.poole@stb.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 22, 2024 8:12 AM
To: LEW, DENNIS (CTR) <dennis.lew@cbp.dhs.gov>
Cc: David Johnson <dcjohnson@vhb.com>
Subject: FW: BPAM NEPA Mailbox / Puerto Verde Global Trade Bridge Project (Docket No. FD 36652)
- Surface Transportation Board Request for Comment
 
Good Morning, Dennis,
 
I just wanted to check that you intended to provide my letter back to me in your response and not
attach a letter from OFO.  Can you confirm that CBP OFO office will be a cooperating agency for this
analysis?
 
Many thanks, Andrea
 
Andrea
New Mobile Number: 202-934-3330
 

From: LEW, DENNIS (CTR) <dennis.lew@cbp.dhs.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 19, 2024 1:13 PM
To: Poole, Andrea <andrea.poole@stb.gov>
Cc: DOIRON, LYNN <lynn.doiron@cbp.dhs.gov>
Subject: FW: BPAM NEPA Mailbox / Puerto Verde Global Trade Bridge Project (Docket No. FD 36652)
- Surface Transportation Board Request for Comment
 

Ms. Poole,
 
Please forgive the tardiness of this response. 
 
CBP has reviewed this project and believe that the scope of the undertaking requires the preparation
of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) under NEPA for the construction, operation,
maintenance, and repair of the facilities.  The size and complexity of the project, especially involving
dual crossings of the Rio Grande have the potential for significant environmental impacts. 
 
This project would affect CBP operations by requiring additional Land Ports of Entry (LPOEs) and
inspection facilities for both commercial vehicles and the rail crossing.  The Office of Field Operations
(OFO) and the Field Operations Facilities Program Management Office (FOF PMO) has developed
design standards for such facilities that would need to be met.  The additional structures across the
Rio Grande could be potential pathways for illegal crossings, so the US Border Patrol would provide
border security recommendations. 
 
Please keep us informed about the progress of this project. 
 

mailto:dennis.lew@cbp.dhs.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:dennis.lew@cbp.dhs.gov
mailto:andrea.poole@stb.gov
mailto:lynn.doiron@cbp.dhs.gov


Dennis
 
Dennis J. Lew, REM (CTR)

Environmental Specialist | Environmental Section
Office of Facilities and Asset Management
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Cell: (202) 302-3302
dennis.lew@cbp.dhs.gov
 

  Every Day is Earth Day
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  This information is the property of the Department of Homeland Security and may contain sensitive data that is
confidential or proprietary.  If you have received this email in error, please notify the originator immediately.  Your assistance is
appreciated.

 

From: PETRILLA, JOHN <JOHN.P.PETRILLA@cbp.dhs.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 6:08 PM
To: DOIRON, LYNN <lynn.doiron@cbp.dhs.gov>; BROWN, MICHELLE L
<michelle.l.brown@cbp.dhs.gov>
Cc: SMITH, TIMOTHY <timothy.smith@cbp.dhs.gov>; LEW, DENNIS (CTR)
<dennis.lew@cbp.dhs.gov>; DEYOUNG, DONNA J. (CTR) <donna.j.deyoung@cbp.dhs.gov>; BRIGHT,
RACHAEL S (CTR) <rachael.s.bright@associates.cbp.dhs.gov>
Subject: FW: BPAM NEPA Mailbox / Puerto Verde Global Trade Bridge Project (Docket No. FD 36652)
- Surface Transportation Board Request for Comment
 
Hi Lynn and Michelle,
 
Please see below and attached from the Surface Transportation Board.  In similar situations in the
past, we have provided these requests to the affected Border Patrol sector/station leadership for
their awareness and response.  And then if it were determined that there was a CBP “action”
involved, my team would handle the environmental review.  But I think this project likely falls under
OFO’s purview.  How would you like to handle this?
 
Regards,
John
 

From: BPAM NEPA <bpamnepa@cbp.dhs.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:36 AM
To: PETRILLA, JOHN <JOHN.P.PETRILLA@cbp.dhs.gov>; DEYOUNG, DONNA J. (CTR)
<donna.j.deyoung@cbp.dhs.gov>
Subject: BPAM NEPA Mailbox / Puerto Verde Global Trade Bridge Project (Docket No. FD 36652) -
Surface Transportation Board Request for Comment
 
Hi John and Donna,
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Please see attached and the below email.
 
Regards,
 
Rachael S. Bright
 

From: Poole, Andrea <andrea.poole@stb.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2023 9:00 AM
To: BPAM NEPA <bpamnepa@cbp.dhs.gov>
Subject: FW: Puerto Verde Global Trade Bridge Project (Docket No. FD 36652) - Surface
Transportation Board Request for Comment
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DHS. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize
and/or trust the sender. If you feel this is a suspicious-looking email, please report by using the Report Phish button
option.
 
Mr. Petrilla,
 
I have identified U.S. Customs and Border Protection as a potential cooperating agency in the
Surface Transportation Board (STB) environmental review for the subject project.  The project
includes the construction and operation of inspection facilities in Eagle Pass, Texas.  The
applicant submitted a Presidential Permit application in October 2023 that identifies the
facilities would be operated by your agency.  The STB has limited authorization related to the
economic regulation of freight rail, and therefore our environmental reviews are somewhat
streamlined by nature.   I would like to talk with you in more detail about the project and your
needs related to NEPA.  Please reach out to set up a convenient time for a Teams meeting, or
you can just give me a call. 
 
Andrea E. Poole, PMP
Surface Transportation Board, Office of Environmental Analysis
New Mobile Number: 202-934-3330
 

From: David Johnson <dcjohnson@vhb.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 7, 2023 12:43 PM
To: bpamnepa@cbp.dhs.gov
Cc: Ian Leidner <ileidner@vhb.com>; Poole, Andrea <andrea.poole@stb.gov>
Subject: Puerto Verde Global Trade Bridge Project (Docket No. FD 36652) - Surface Transportation
Board Request for Comment
 
Dear John Petrilla,
 
On behalf of the Surface Transportation Board’s (Board) Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), VHB (OEA’s third party contractor) is sending a letter (attached) to inform you of a
proposed international transportation corridor project between Eagle Pass, Texas, and Piedras

mailto:rachael.s.bright@associates.cbp.dhs.gov
mailto:andrea.poole@stb.gov
mailto:bpamnepa@cbp.dhs.gov
mailto:dcjohnson@vhb.com
mailto:bpamnepa@cbp.dhs.gov
mailto:ileidner@vhb.com
mailto:andrea.poole@stb.gov


Negras, Mexico. Green Eagle Railroad/Puerto Verde Holdings is the project proponent. OEA is
currently gathering information about the proposed project and is requesting your input to
assist them in determining the appropriate scope and level of the environmental review under
the National Environmental Policy Act, related environmental laws, and the Board’s
environmental rules. We look forward to hearing from you!
 
Thanks,
 

David Johnson
 
 

David Johnson
Senior Environmental Scientist

         P  202.739.9524
www.vhb.com

1001 G Street, NW

Suite 1125

Washington DC 20001

This communication and any attachments to this are confidential and intended only for the recipient(s). Any other use,
dissemination, copying, or disclosure of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us and destroy it immediately. Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. is not responsible for any undetectable alteration, virus,
transmission error, conversion, media degradation, software error, or interference with this transmission or attachments to this
transmission.

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. | info@vhb.com

 

https://www.vhb.com/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fvhb&data=05%7C02%7Cdcjohnson%40vhb.com%7Cbe093fc77bfc44ea2c7b08dc1b5c2a04%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C638415329887073467%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xb%2F5Tz59A8%2B%2FUK7Jb%2BpJW50vx0MgbfYK%2F7S8vSaO0WQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FVHBNow&data=05%7C02%7Cdcjohnson%40vhb.com%7Cbe093fc77bfc44ea2c7b08dc1b5c2a04%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C638415329887094545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zj2geUpJPKIhE8fRxvC5Ejx4VuBlV0fhdzw9Bab5Ttk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fvhbnow%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdcjohnson%40vhb.com%7Cbe093fc77bfc44ea2c7b08dc1b5c2a04%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C638415329887110631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CyC%2BmMKdxPdDAQjKxgU1zJT7jROW%2FowozRN66Cl14Vs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FVHBnow&data=05%7C02%7Cdcjohnson%40vhb.com%7Cbe093fc77bfc44ea2c7b08dc1b5c2a04%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C638415329887125328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QR%2Fi%2FxR7Bp4XCYu2lNVnUnkGDsbucNvZTGvtKCZG6zE%3D&reserved=0
tel:202.739.9524
https://www.vhb.com/
mailto:info@vhb.com

