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From: joanne dicob

To: Wood, Diana

Cc: Webster, Elizabeth

Subject: Re: Environmental Decision

Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2025 2:42:59 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jdicob@hotmail.com. Learn why this is
[mportant

Thank you for the information. I’'m not an attorney. We have already filed the environmental
concerns and in your previous decision you stated that these concerns would be addressed
after it was brought out of abeyance. We have filed several concerns that should be seriously
looked into before any purchase of this railroad.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 15, 2025, at 11:48 AM, Wood, Diana <Diana.Wood@stb.gov> wrote:

Dear Ms. Dicob,

As indicated in the Accept/Reject Notices, LBRR and MAN’s Environmental and
Historic Reports satisfy the submission guidelines as described at 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7
and 1105.8. These regulatory citations can be viewed on the Board’s website at
www.stb.gov, then click on Environmental, and then Environmental Overview. I’ve
also copied them below. The Draft EAs, which are forthcoming, will also be available
for a 15 day comment period on the Board’s web site under the AB 180X and AB 768X
dockets.

§ 1105.7Environmental reports.(a) Filing. An applicant for an action identified in § 1105.6
(a) or (b) must submit to the Board (with or prior to its application, petition or notice of
exemption) except as provided in paragraph (b) for abandonments and discontinuances) an
Environmental Report on the proposed action containing the information set forth in
paragraph (e) of this section. The Environmental Report may be filed with the Board
electronically.(b) At least 20 days prior to the filing with the Board of a notice of exemption,
petition for exemption, or an application for abandonment or discontinuance, the applicant
must serve copies of the Environmental Report on:(1) The State Clearinghouse of each
State involved (or other State equivalent agency if the State has no clearinghouse);(2) The
State Environmental Protection Agency of each State involved;(3) The State Coastal Zone
Management Agency for any state where the proposed activity would affect land or water
uses within that State's coastal zone;(4) The head of each county (or comparable political
entity including any Indian reservation) through which the line goes;(5) The appropriate
regional offices of the Environmental Protection Agency;(6) The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service;(7) The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers;(8) The National Park Service;(9) The
Natural Resources Conservation Service;(10) The National Geodetic Survey (formerly
known as the Coast and Geodetic Survey) as designated agent for the National Geodetic
Survey and the U.S. Geological Survey; and(11) Any other agencies that have been
consulted in preparing the report.(c) Certification. In its Environmental Report, the applicant
must certify that it has sent copies of the Environmental Report to the agencies listed and
within the time period specified in paragraph (b) of this section and that it has consulted
with all appropriate agencies in preparing the report. These consultations should be made
far enough in advance to afford those agencies a reasonable opportunity to provide
meaningful input. Finally, in every abandonment exemption case, applicant shall certify that
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it has published in a newspaper of general circulation in each county through which the line
passes a notice that alerts the public to the proposed abandonment, to available reuse
alternatives, and to how it may participate in the STB proceeding.(d) Documentation. Any
written responses received from agencies that were contacted in preparing the
Environmental Report shall be attached to the report. Oral responses from such agencies
shall be briefly summarized in the report and the names, titles, and telephone numbers of
the persons contacted shall be supplied. A copy of, or appropriate citation to, any reference
materials relied upon also shall be provided.(e) Content.

The Environmental Report shall include all of the information specified in this paragraph,
except to the extent that applicant explains why any portion(s) are inapplicable. If an historic
report is required under § 1105.8, the Environmental Report should also include the Historic
Report required by that section.(1) Proposed action and alternatives. Describe the
proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any
rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the
proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the
project.(2) Transportation system. Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional
or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or
freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the
proposed action.(3) Land use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning
agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies,
state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any
inconsistencies.(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the
effect of the proposed action on any prime agricultural land.(iii) If the action affects land or
water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required
by § 1105.9.(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-
way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10905 and explain why.

(4) Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.(iii)
State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy
efficiency and explain why.(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than:(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or(B) An average of 50 rail carloads
per mile per year for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in
energy consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.
To minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall energy efficiency in
§ 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the more detailed information in § 1105.7(e)(4)(iv)
is required.(5) Air. (i) If the proposed action will result in either:(A) An increase in rail traffic
of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least
eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or(B) An increase in
rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or(C) An average
increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a
day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a
proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10502) to construct a new line or reinstitute service
over a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a day provision in subsection (5)(i)(A)
will apply.(ii) If the proposed action affects a class | or nonattainment area under the Clean
Air Act, and will result in either:(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent
(measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any
segment of rail line,(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by
carload activity), or(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any
expected increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State
Implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 49 U.S.C.
10502), or a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line,
only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.(iii) If transportation of ozone
depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed





restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents
and spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derailment.

(6) Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state
whether the proposed action will cause:(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three
decibels Ldn or more; or(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for
these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.(7) Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the
proposed action on public health and safety (including vehicle delay time at railroad grade
crossings).(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials
and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments,
accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the
likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.(iii) If there are any known
hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials spills on
the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials
involved.(8) Biological resources. (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.
(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be
affected, and describe any effects.(9) Water. (i) Based on consultation with State water
quality officials, state whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal,
State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.(ii) Based on
consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits under section
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the proposed action and
whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the
effects.(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection or equivalent
agency if they are unsure whether such permits are required.)(10) Proposed

Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental
impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

§ 1105.8Historic Reports.(a) Filing. An applicant proposing an action identified in § 1105.6
(a) or (b), or an action in § 1105.6(c) that will result in the lease, transfer, or sale of a
railroad's line, sites or structures, must submit (with its application, petition or notice) the
Historic Report described in paragraph (d) of this section, unless excepted under paragraph
(b) of this section. This report should be combined with the Environmental Report where
one is required. The purpose of the Historic Report is to provide the Board with sufficient
information to conduct the consultation process required by the National Historic
Preservation Act. The Historic Report may be filed with the Board electronically.

(b) Exceptions. N/A in these proceedings and omitted. (c) Distribution. The applicant must
send the Historic Report to the appropriate State Historic Preservation Officer(s), preferably
at least 60 days in advance of filing the application, petition, or notice, but not later than 20
days prior to filing with the Board.(d) Content. The Historic Report should contain the
information required by § 1105.7(e)(1) and the following additional historic information:(1) A
U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed to
show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the
location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad
structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action;(2) A written
description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent known), and the
topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area;(3) Good quality
photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad structures on the





property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area;(4) The
date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known;(5) A brief narrative history of carrier
operations in the area, and an explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a
result of the proposed action;(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession,
such as engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found
to be historic;(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project
area, and the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities);(8) A description (based on
readily available information in the railroad's possession) of any known prior subsurface
ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that
might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the
presence of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain.(9) Within 30 days of receipt of the
historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer may request the following additional
information regarding specified nonrailroad owned properties or groups of properties
immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs of specified properties that
can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to
the property) and a written description of any previously discovered archeological sites,
identifying the location and type of the site (i.e., prehistoric or native American).(e) Any of
these requirements may be waived or modified when the information is not necessary to
determine the presence of historic properties and the effect of the proposed action on them.
(f) Historic preservation conditions imposed by the Board in rail abandonment cases
generally will not extend beyond the 330-day statutory time period in 49 U.S.C. 10904 for
abandonment proceedings.

Thanks,
Diana Wood

Diana F. Wood
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street SW, 11" Floor
Washington, DC 20423
202-934-0388

From: joanne dicob <jdicob@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2025 8:31 AM
To: Wood, Diana <Diana.Wood@stb.gov>
Subject: Environmental Decision

You don't often get email from jdicob@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

| am not seeing the reasons below the document for your environmental decision
for accept or denied on the AB180X and AB768. | may have a comment after | see

the reasons. Joanne Dicob - jdicob@hotmail.com
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