MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC

Transportation Solutions for the 21° Century

2001 L Street NW, Suite 720
Washington, DC 20036

Crystal M. Zorbaugh Telephone: (202) 663-7850
czorbaugh@mullinslawgroup.net Direct: (202) 663-7831
mullinslawgroup.net Facsimile: (202) 464-9123
308865
October 31, 2024
ENTERED

VIA E-FILING Office of Proceedings
Cynthia T. Brown, Chief October 31, 2024
Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings Part of
Surface Transportation Board .

Public Record

395 E Street, SW
Washington DC 20423-0001

Re: Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Abandonment Exemption —In Mingo
County, West Virginia AB-290 (Sub-No. 417X)

Dear Ms. Brown:

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart F — Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances
Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR") is filing a verified notice of exemption to abandon
rail service over an approximately 3.5-mile long rail line, extending from Milepost AL 0.0 +/-(at or
near Sprigg, WV) to approximately Milepost AL 3.5 +/- (at or near Vimy, WV) in Mingo County,
West Virginia. (the “Line”). A $5,200.00 filing fee has been paid via Pay.gov. If there are any
questions about this matter, please contact me directly, either by telephone: at 202-663-7831 or by
e-mail: at czorbaugh@mullinslawgroup.net. If [ am unavailable you may contact William A.
Mullins, who can be reached at (202) 663-7823 or by e-mail at wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net.

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Crystal M. Zorbaugh
Crystal M. Zorbaugh

Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Enclosures

FILED FEE RECEIVED
October 31, 2024
October 31, 2024
SURFACE SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD

TRANSPORTATION BOARD
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-290 (Sub. No. 417X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

Hanna M. Chouest William A. Mullins
NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORPORATION Crystal M. Zorbaugh
650 W Peachtree St N.W. Lauren L. Edwards
Atlanta, GA 30308 MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC
Tel: (470) 571-5208 2001 L St., N.W.

Suite 720

Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel.: (202) 663-7831

October 31, 2024 Attorneys for Norfolk Southern Railway
Company



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-290 (Sub. No. 417X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

INTRODUCTION

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“NSR”) hereby submits a verified notice of exemption
pursuant to 49 C.F.R. part 1152, subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances) for NSR to
abandon rail service over an approximately 3.5-mile long rail line (the “Alma Branch”),! extending
from Milepost AL 0.0 +/- 0.00 (at or near Sprigg, WV) to Milepost AL 3.5 +/- 0.24 (at or near Vimy,
WV) in the vicinity of Matewan in Mingo County, West Virginia (the “Line”). The Line has been out
of service for more than four years. Following abandonment, NSR will not be salvaging the Line’s rail
and related track material. The contour of the existing roadbed will remain as is, and existing drainage
systems will remain intact. No ballast will be removed, and no soil disturbance will occur. No digging
or burying of any kind will be undertaken as a result of the abandonment. Accordingly, NSR believes
that no stormwater mitigation measures including, but not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge

Elimination System permit will be required.

! According to NSR’s research, this Line was originally obtained in a condemnation hearing in 1914
by Norfolk and Western Railway Company. Norfolk and Western Railway Company merged into
Norfolk Southern Railway Company in 1998.



The Line traverses the United States Postal Zip Code territories of 25661 and 25678. The
entirety of the Line is located in the vicinity of Matewan in Mingo County, West Virginia. No
customers have been served on the Line for more than four years.

Per the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(b) and (d), NSR provides the following
information in support of this notice of abandonment:

Certification: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)

NSR certifies that the Line satisfies the criteria for abandonment under the exemption
provisions at 49 C.F.R. part 1152, subpart F. See Certification of Michael McClellan, Vice President
(Exhibit A). During the past two years, no local traffic has moved over the Line and any overhead
traffic on the Line can be rerouted over other lines, and no formal complaint filed by a user of rail
service on the Line (or a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding
cessation of service over the line either is pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has
been decided in favor of the complainant within the 2-year period.

Proposed Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2)

The proposed abandonment will be consummated on or after December 20, 2024 (50 days after
filing the notice of exemption).

Additional Information Required: 49 C.F.R. §8 1152.22(a)(1)-(4), (7)-(8) and (e)(4)

Exact name of applicant (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1)):

Norfolk Southern Railway Company

Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(2)):

Norfolk Southern Railway Company is a common carrier by railroad subject to the Board’s
jurisdiction under 49 U.S.C. Subtitle I'V.

Relief sought (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(3)):

NSR hereby invokes the Board’s two-year-out-of-service class exemption procedures to



abandon rail service over an approximately 3.5-mile long rail line, extending from Milepost AL 0.0 +/-
(at or near Sprigg, WV) to Milepost AL 3.5 +/- (at or near Vimy, WV) in the vicinity of Matewan in
Mingo County, West Virginia. All of the track is located in Mingo County, West Virginia. The Line
traverses the United States Postal Zip Code territories 25661 and 25678.

Map (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(4)):

A detailed map showing the location of the Line is attached hereto as Exhibit B.

Applicant’s representatives (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(7)):

NSR’s representatives to whom correspondence should be sent are as follows:

William A. Mullins

Crystal M. Zorbaugh

Lauren L. Edwards

MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC
2001 L St., NW, Suite 720
Washington, DC 20036

Tel:  (202) 663-7831

USPS ZIP codes (49 C.E.R. § 1152.22(a)(8)):

The Line is located in the following United States Postal Zip Code territories: 25661 and
25678.

Suitability of the Line for Other Public Purposes (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(e)(4)):

NSR has fee simple ownership to the right-of-way underlying the Line proposed for
abandonment; thus, NSR may have a corridor available for redeployment for alternative public use(s).
The Line does not contain any federally granted right-of-way. As appropriate, NSR is willing promptly
to make available any information in its possession to anyone so requesting it.

Labor Protection

Because the Line has been inactive for over two years, no railroad employees will be adversely
affected by the exercise of abandonment authority. Nevertheless, the interests of NSR’s employees

who may be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor



protective conditions set forth in Oregon Short Line R. Co — Abandonment — Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91

(1979).
Certifications

Attached hereto as Exhibit C are Certificates of Service and Publication certifying compliance
with the advance notice and newspaper publication requirements set forth at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1)
and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12, respectively. Attached as part of Exhibit D is a certificate of compliance with
the advance notice requirements for Environmental and Historic Reports (“E&HR™) as set forth at 49
C.FR.§1105.11.

Environmental and Historic Report

As is reflected in the certificate of compliance with the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 (see
Exhibit D), NSR has prepared an E&HR in anticipation of the proposed abandonment, which conforms
to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8. A copy of the E&HR is attached hereto as
Attachment 1 to Exhibit D (§ 1105.11 certification).

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Crystal M. Zorbaugh

Hanna M. Chouest William A. Mullins
NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORPORATION Crystal M. Zorbaugh
650 West Peachtree St., NW Lauren L. Edwards
Atlanta, GA 30308 MULLINS LAW GROUP PLLC
Tel: (470) 571-5208 2001 L St., NW

Suite 720

Washington, DC 20036
October 31, 2024 Tel: (202) 663-7831

Attorneys for Norfolk Southern Railway Company



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-290 (Sub. No. 417X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

VERIFICATION



Verification

I, Michael McClellan, Vice President for Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR"), hereby
verify under penalty of perjury that to the best of my knowledge, the foregoing abandonment
notice of exemption is true and correct. Further, I certify that I am qualified and authorized to
make such verification on behalf of NSR in connection with this proceeding before the Surface

Transportation Board.

Michael McClellan
Vice President
Norfolk Southern Railway Company

Executedthis 28 day of October,2024




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-290 (Sub. No. 417X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

EXHIBIT A

CERTIFICATION



CERTIFICATION
STATE OF GEORGIA:
Ss:

CITY OF ATLANTA :

Michael McClellan makes oath and says that he is Vice President for Norfolk Southern
Railway Company (“NSR”); that the approximately 3.5-mile long rail line, extending from
Milepost AL 0.00 +/- (at or near Sprigg, WV) to Milepost AL 3.5 +/- (at or near Vimy, WV) in
the vicinity of Matewan in Mingo County, West Virginia (the “Line”), over which service is to
be abandoned, is subject to his supervision and direction; that no local traffic has moved over
the Line for at least two (2) years and any overhead traffic on the Line can be rerouted over
other lines and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the Line (or a state or
local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the

line either is pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of

the complainant within the 2-year period. / é W
& -

Michael McClellan
Vice President

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 26 day of October 2024.

Lhowman. Egrr

Notary Public

SHANNON EPPERS
NOTARY PusLic

STATE OF GEORGIA - FULTON COUNTY

on“ \ \q ‘ (Z 02 U My CoMMISSION EXPIRES APRIL 19, 2026
\

My commission expires:
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NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

EXHIBIT B

MAP
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-290 (Sub. No. 417X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

EXHIBIT C

CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE/PUBLICATION
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Certificate of Service of Advance Notice

49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) — Notice

I certify that, on October 21, 2024, in keeping with 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), I caused
the following parties to be served with the written notice of intent of Norfolk Southern Railway
Company to invoke the Board’s notice of exemption procedures to abandon rail service over an
approximately 3.5-mile long rail line, extending from Milepost AL 0.00 +/- 0.00 (at or near
Sprigg, WV) to Milepost AL 3.5 +/- (at or near Vimy, WV) in the vicinity of Matewan in Mingo
County, West Virginia (the “Line”). I further certify that the Line does not contain any federally
granted right of way.

Public Service Commission, et al.

Public Service Commission of West Virginia
201 Brooks Street
Charleston, WV 25301

Cindy Butler, Executive Director

State Rail Authority

West Virginia Department of Transportation
120 Water Plant Drive

Moorefield, WV 26836

Department of Defense (Military Traffic Management Command., Transportation

Engineering Agency, Railroads for National Defense Program

Sean Neef

Headquarters Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command
Transportation Engineering Agency

Railroads for National Defense Program

1 Soldier Way, Rm 3129

Scott AFB, IL 62225-5006

The National Park Service, Recreation Resources Assistance Division

Mr. Bob Ratcliffe, Chief

Chief, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program
1849 C. Street NW, Room 1344

Washington, DC 20240

12



U.S. Department of Agriculture, Chief of the Forest Service

Randy Moore

Chief of Forest Service

US Forest Service

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, D.C.
20250-0003

October 31, 2024 /s/ Crystal M. Zorbaugh

Crystal M. Zorbaugh
Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company

13



Certificate of Newspaper Publication

49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 — Newspaper Notice

I certify that a “Notice of Intent to Abandon Rail Service” was published in the form
prescribed by the Board for abandonment notices of exemption (49 C.F.R. § 1105.12). The
notice was published one time on October 25, 2024, in The Mingo Messenger, a newspaper of
general circulation in Mingo County, West Virginia.

October 31, 2024 /s/ Crystal M. Zorbaugh

Crystal M. Zorbaugh
Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company

14



Mingo
MESSENGER

PHONE: (800) 539-4054 ,## i,

EMAIL: classals@mingomessenger.com

MAIL: P.0. Box 802 - Pikeville, KY 41502

FAK: (606) 437-4246

@aPM

GLASSIFIEDS

Pre-Pay and Save!

All major credit cards accepted

Weekend Edition, October 25-27, 2024 ¢ Page 5B ¢ Mingo Messenger

To Our ReaDERS LegaLs LegaLs LegaLs SERVICES SERVICES
PLEASE go County, West ing to OEA, Sur- mental Affairs, er during utility ($695 value!). Re-
CHECK Virginia. The face Transporta- and Compliance power outages, so quest a free quote

YOUR AD Line traverses tion Board, 395 E at 202-245-0230. your home and today! Call for ad-

Please read your
ad the first day
it appears in the
paper. Report
any errors imme-
diately and we
will gladly cor-
rect any errors
published. Cred-
it will be issued
for one (1) day
only. After the
first day the ad
can be corrected
for the remain-
ing number of
runs, but credit
will not be is-
sued for days ad
ran incorrectly.

POLICIES
The Mingo Mes-
senger reserves
the right to edit,
properly classify,
cancel or decline
any ad. We will
not  knowingly
accept advertis-
ing that discrim-
inates on the ba-
sis of sex, age,
religion, race,
national origin
or physical dis-
ability.

PUBLISHER'S
NOTICE

All real estate adver-
tising in this news-
paper is subject to
the Fair Housing
Act which makes it
illegal to advertise
"any preference,
limitation or dis-
crimination  based
on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap,
familial status or na-
tional origin, or an
intention to make
any such preference,
limitation or dis-
crimination.”".  Fa-
milial includes chil-
dren under the age
of 18 living with
parents or legal cus-
todians,  pregnant
women and people
securing custody of
children under 18.

This newspaper will
not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. Our readers are

hereby informed
that all dwellings
advertised in this

newspaper are avail-
able on an equal op-
portunity basis. To
complain of dis-
crimination, call
HUD toll-free at 1-
800-669-9777. The
toll-free number for
the hearing impaired
is 1-800-927-9275.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

LecaLs

NOTICE OF
INTENT TO
ABANDON
RAIL
SERVICE
AB-290
(Sub-No. 417X)
Norfolk Southern
Railway Compa-
ny ("NSR") gives
notice that on or
about October 31,
2024, it intends
to file with the
Surface  Trans-
portation Board
("Board"), Wash-
ington, DC
20423, a Notice of
Exemption pur-
suant to 49 C.F.R
Part 1152 Sub-
part F  Exempt
Abandonments
and Discontinu-
ances, permitting
NSR to abandon
rail service over
an approximately
3.5-mile rail

line, extending
from approxi-
mately Milepost

AL 0.0 +/- to ap-
proximately Mile-
post AL 3.5 +/-

(the Line) in Min-

the United States
Postal Zip Code
territories 25661
and 25678. There
are no customers
served on the
Line, which has
been out of ser-

vice for more
than four years.
The proceeding

has been docket-
ed as AB-290
(Sub-No. 417X).

The proposed ac-
tion entails the
abandonment of
rail service over
the Line. For
abandonments,

the Boards Office
of Environmental

Analysis (OEA)
generally will
prepare an Envi-
ronmental As-
sessment  (EA),
which  normally

will be available
25 days after the
filing of the aban-
donment notice of
exemption. Com-
ments on envi-
ronmental  and
energy  matters
should be filed no
later than 15
days after the EA
becomes avail-
able to the public.
Such comments
will be addressed
in a Board deci-
sion. Interested
persons may ob-
tain a copy of the
EA or make in-
quiries regarding
environmental

matters by writ-

Street, SW,
Washington, D.C.
20423, or by call-
ing that office at
(202) 245-0295.
Appropriate  of-
fers of financial
assistance
("OFA") to contin-
ue rail service
can be filed with
the Board. Re-
quests for envi-
ronmental condi-
tions, public use
conditions, or rail
banking/trails
use also can be
filed with the
Board. An origi-
nal and 10 copies
of any pleading
that raises mat-
ters other than
environmental is-
sues (such as
trails public use,
and OFA) must
be filed directly
with the Boards
Section of Admin-
istration, Office of
Proceedings, 395

E Street, S.W,,
Washington, DC
20423 [See 49

C.FR. §§ 1104.1
(a) and 1104.3
(a)], and one copy
must be served
on the applicants
representative
[See 49 CFR §
1104.12(a)].
Questions regard-
ing OFAs, public
use, or trails use
may be directed
to the Boards Of-
fice of Public As-
sistance, Govern-

Copies of any
comments or re-
quests for specific
Board action
should be served
on the applicants
representative:
Crystal M. Zor-
baugh,
MULLINS LAW
GROUP PLLC,
2001 L Street
NW, Suite 720,
Washington, DC
20036; phone:
202-663-7823.

SERVICES

GENERAC

STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS  pro-
vide backup pow-

family stay safe
and comfortable.
Prepare now.
Free 7-year ex-
tended warranty
($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote
today! Call for ad-
ditional terms
and conditions. 1-
866-503-0696

GENERAC

STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS  pro-
vide backup pow-
er during utility
power outages, so
your home and
family stay safe
and comfortable.
Prepare now.
Free 7-year ex-
tended warranty

Consumer Cellular

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT

ditional terms
and conditions. 1-
866-503-0696

ReaL ESTATE FOR RENT

FOR RENT:
Commercial and
Residential Prop-

erty in
Williamson, WV.
Call 304-235-

5395 or 304-687-
0410.

BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today

INVITATION TO BID
1-TON 4 DOOR TRUCK

Mingo County Schools will accept sealed bids for the purchase
of a new service truck for the transportation department.

Mingo County Schools is requesting two separate bids to be
submitted for a service truck equivalent to that of a Ford F350
XL (base) 2024 model year or newer. Minimum required specs
below:

Bid 1
* 4 doors
* 4x4 drive type
* Automatic transmission
* Diesel engine
« Single axle
* 6.5 ft service body
* Dual batter group

Bid 2
* Same as Bid | but for chassis only (no service body)

Instructions to bidders:

« Include lead time for vehicle on bid proposal

* Include a copy of your business registration certificate
from the WV State Tax Department with your bid.

* Include a copy of your business registration certificate
with the WV Secretary of State (if applicable).

* You must be willing to complete the Mingo County
Schools Vendor Registration form if you are the successful
bidder.

* You must accept a district purchase order; pre-payment is
not permitted under district and state policy.

Sealed bids are the be mailed or hand delivered to:
Mingo County Board of Education
Attn: Finance Office
110 Cinderella Road
Williamson, WV 25661

Bids are due to the Finance Office by 2:00 pm November 1st,
2024, at which time they will be publicly opened. The envelope
shall be marked, “Transportation Service Truck Bid”.

For questions, please contact the transportation office at
304-475-2078.

Mingo County Schools reserves the right to reject any or all
bids, in whole, or in part, and reserves the right to waive all
informalities in the bid process as well as select the bid
proposal that is most advantageous to the Board.

nogen

INOGEN" PORTABLE

OXYGEN CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-866-380-4879

Retufri within 30 days of
or a full refund of purchase price.

PM230465 EN_ EX LISA
Rx Only. © 2024 inogen, inc.
5559 Wi fve, Suffte 200, Galetq, CA 3111
Inogen® is a trademark of fnogen, inc. The
ysage of any noges, (nc. trademark s strictly

Jorbidden without the prior consent of inogen,

fnc. All other trademarks are trademarks of
their respective owners or holders,




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-290 (Sub. No. 417X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

EXHIBIT D
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
REQUIREMENTS
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Certificate of Compliance

49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 — Advance Distribution of Environmental and Historic Report

I hereby certify that, on September 23, 2024, a copy of Norfolk Southern Railway

Company’s Consolidated Environmental and Historic Report for the proposed abandonment

encompassed by AB-290 (Sub-No. 417X), accompanied by a transmittal letter conforming to the

requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11, was served upon the following entities as prescribed by 49

C.F.R. § 1105.7(b) and 1105.8(c) (copies of the transmittal letters are also appended hereto as

part of Attachment 1):

Mayor Matthew D. Moore
306 McCoy Street
Matewan, WV 25678

Kasey Taylor

NRCS — Northeast Regional Conservationist
USDA National Resources Conservation Service
1400 Independence Avenue SW, #5204S
Washington, DC 20250

Tina Lockard

Mingo County Commission Office
78 Second Avenue, #308
Williamson, WV 25661

Jon Bourdon

West Virginia State Conservationist
1550 Earl L. Core Road, Suite 200
Morgantown, WV 26505

Kathy Emery, Director

WYV Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water & Waste Management

601 57" Street SE

Charleston, WV 25304

Susan Pierce

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Capitol Complex

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305

Matt Sweeney, P.E.

WYV Department of Environmental Protection
NPDES Individual Permit Supervisor

601 57" Street SE

Charleston, WV 25304

Communications and Outreach Branch, NOAA,
N/NGS12

National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #9340

1315 East West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

Wendi Weber

Northeast Regional Director

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service — Northeast Reg.
300 West Gate Center Drive

Hadley, MA 01035

Gay Vietzke, Regional Director
National Park Service

1234 Market Street, 20" Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107

17




West Virginia Ecological Services
USF&W West Virginia Field Office
6263 Appalachian Highway

Davis, WV 26260

Helen Mahan — Northeast Region
National Park Service

Rivers and Trails Conservation Program
Atlanta Federal Center, 1924 Building
100 Alabama Street, SW

Atlanta, GA, 30303

Adam Ortiz, Regional Administrator
United States EPA — Region 3

Four Penn Center

1600 JFK Boulevard

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Mr. Bob Ratcliffe, Chief

Chief, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation
Division

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance
Program

1849 C. Street NW, Room 1344
Washington, DC 20240

Cindy Butler, Executive Director

State Rail Authority

West Virginia Department of Transportation
120 Water Plant Drive

Moorefield, WV 26836

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

Pittsburgh District

2200 William S. Moorhead Federal Building
1000 Liberty Ave

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186

/s/

Crystal M. Zorbaugh

Crystal M. Zorbaugh
Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company

18




ATTACHMENT 1

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-290 (Sub. No. 417X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— PROPOSED ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

October 31, 2024

Combined Environmental and Historic Report

Scott Plum, Director

Strategic Planning — Box 7
Norfolk Southern Corporation
650 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30308

(470) 463-6627
scott.plum@nscorp.com

20
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-290 (Sub. No. 417X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— PROPOSED ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

Combined Environmental and Historic Report

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“NSR”) submits this Combined Environmental and
Historic Report (“E&HR”) pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d),
respectively, in connection with NSR’s proposed abandonment of an approximately 3.5-mile- rail
line,! extending from approximately Milepost AL 0.0 +/- to approximately Milepost AL 3.5 +/-

(the “Line”) in Mingo County, West Virginia.

! According to NSR’s research, this line was originally obtained in a condemnation hearing in 1914 by
Norfolk and Western Railway Company. Norfolk and Western Railway Company was merged into Norfolk
Southern Railway Company in 1998.
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1)

Proposed Action and Alternatives

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any)
of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.
RESPONSE: NSR is seeking to abandon an approximately 3.5-mile-long-rail line extending from
approximately Milepost AL 0.0 +/- to approximately Milepost AL 3.5 +/- in Mingo County, West
Virginia. There are no structures (bridges) on the Line.

No customers have been served on the Line for more than four years. Following
abandonment, NSR will not be salvaging the Line’s rail and related track material. The contour
of the existing roadbed will remain as is, and existing drainage systems will remain intact. No
ballast will be removed, and no soil disturbance will occur. No digging or burying of any kind
will be undertaken as a result of the abanonment. Accordingly, NSR believes that no storm water
mitigation measures including, but not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permit will be required.

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the Line. This alternative is not
satisfactory. NSR would continue to incur opportunity and other holding costs that would need to
be covered by non-existent shippers were the Line to be retained.

A map depicting the Line is attached as Appendix A. An example of NSR’s letter to
federal, state and local government agencies along with a list of the consulting agencies that NSR

has contacted is attached as Appendix B. Comments received as a result of NSR’s written requests

for feedback can be found in Appendix C.
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49 CFR 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system.
Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems and
patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other
transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

RESPONSE: Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems
and patterns would be negligible. There is no NSR rail freight or passenger traffic originating or
terminating on the Line.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(3) Land use.
(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review of the
official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed action is
consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

RESPONSE: An outline of future land use plans has been requested from the town of
Matewan and Mingo County, West Virginia which were asked to comment on the consistency of
the proposed abandonment of the Line with existing land use plans. The land adjoining the Line
consists of a combination of residential and commercial areas and agricultural land. NSR has not

received comments.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of the proposed
action on any prime agricultural land.

RESPONSE: NSR does not believe the abandonment will have any adverse impact on
prime agricultural land. However, a copy of this E&HR has been mailed to The United States
Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (“USDA NRCS”) for its
information and to provide USDA NRCS an opportunity to comment. In earlier correnspondence
dated August 8, 2024, the West Virginia State Soil Scientist commented that, “...the
abandonment of the rail line will have no negative impact on prime agricultural land.” See
E&HR Consultation Letter Example and Service List, attached as Appendix B; see also Agency

Comments/Responses in Apprendix C.
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(iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the coastal
zone information required by Sec. 1105.9.

RESPONSE: The Line does not appear to be located within a coastal zone. However, a
copy of the E&HR was mailed to the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection for
its comments and feedback. See Appendix B.

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for
alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why.

RESPONSE: NSR has fee simple ownership to the right-of-way underlying the Line
proposed for abandonment; thus, NSR may have a corridor available for redeployment for
alternative public use(s). The Line does not contain any federally granted right-of-way.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(4) Energy.
(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources.

RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be affected by
the abandonment. There is no NSR rail freight or passenger traffic originating or terminating on
the Line.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

RESPONSE: Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be affected by
the abandonment. There is no NSR rail freight or passenger traffic originating or terminating on
the Line.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy
efficiency and explain why.

RESPONSE: The proposed action will not result in any material impact in overall energy
efficiency because there is no NSR rail freight or passenger traffic originating or terminating on

the Line.
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(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than:

(4) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line, quantify the
resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at
the figure given.

RESPONSE: The diversion of traffic to motor carriers will not exceed the thresholds set
forth at 49 CFR §1105.7(e)(4) as no diversions will occur. Accordingly, there is no need to
produce data on diverted traffic or to quantify the net change in energy consumption.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(5) Air.

(i) Ifthe proposed action will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or
(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50
vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded.

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and
will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line,

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50
vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected increased emissions are
within the parameters established by the State Implementation Plan.

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded.
(iii) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and Freon®) is
contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity,; the frequency of service, safety practices
(including any speed restrictions), the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on
derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the
likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

RESPONSE: Not applicable.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(6) Noise.

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state whether the
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proposed action will cause:

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.

If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these
receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded.
49 CFR 1105.7(e)(7) Safety.

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including vehicle delay
time at railroad grade crossings).

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the Line will have no adverse impact on public health and
safety.

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity;
the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could react to
form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills,
the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills,; and the likelihood of an accidental release of
hazardous materials.

RESPONSE: Not applicable.
(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous
materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous
materials involved.

RESPONSE: NSR has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites where there have

been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way or in areas adjacent to the Line.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(8) Biological Resources.
(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the proposed
action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a
critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

RESPONSE: NSR does not believe the abandonment will have any adverse impact on

surrounding habitats and species. However, a copy of this E&HR has been mailed to the U.S. Fish
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and Wildlife Service (“USF&W?) to ascertain any impacts to surrounding habitats and species.
See Appendix B. In addition, NSR has completed the desktop review process using the USF&W
IPaC web portal. That review process incidated this abandonment would have no effect on
surrounding habitats and species. NSR agrees with the USF&W IPaC web portal findings,
specifically because NSR is not conducting salvage, there will be no change in surrounding
habitats resulting from the abandonment. USF&W has been supplied with a copy of this report.
See Appendix B.

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be
affected, and describe any effects.

RESPONSE: According NSR’s review of local maps, NSR determined that the Line does
not pass through state parks or forests, national parks or forests, or wildlife sanctuaries. As such,
no adverse effects on wildlife sanctuaries, national parks or forests, or state parks or forests are
anticipated. Nevertheless, NSR has notified the National Park Service (“NPS”) of the proposed
abandonment by letter dated September 23, 2024. NPS has been supplied with a copy of this
Report. See Appendix B.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(9) Water.
(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the proposed action is
consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any
inconsistencies.

RESPONSE: NSR does not intend to remove or alter the contour of the roadbed underlying
the Line to be abandoned by way of excavation or other ground-disturbance activity. Accordingly,
no soils will be disturbed as a result of the proposed abandonment, and no storm water mitigation
measures — including, but not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit

— will be required. There are no plans to undertake in-stream work, or dredge and/or use any fill

materials in connection with the proposed abandonment, so, for this reason also, the proposed
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abandonment will not result in water quality impacts. NSR currently provides no rail service over
the Line and has not done so for more than twenty years.

Consultation has been requested from the West Virginia Department of Environmental
Protection (“WVDEP”) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA Region

3”). See Appendix B.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits under
section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the proposed action and
whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.
RESPONSE: NSR believes that — (1) no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act
will be required for the proposed abandonment, and (2) no designated wetlands or 100-year flood
plains will be affected. As NSR will not be salvaging the Line’s rail and related track material,
the geometry of the roadbed will not be altered and no in-stream work is contemplated. For this
reason, NSR believes that a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will not be required.
NSR also received correspondence dated August 9, 2024 from the Division of Water and Water
Management of the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, which stated it had
no objection to the proposed abandonment based on the fact ““...that activities will be consistent
with water quality standards, not a source for water pollution, and there will be no stormwater or

industrial discharge requiring a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.” See Appendix

C.

No discernible effects on either 100-year flood plains or adjacent wetlands are expected in

connection with the proposed abandonment. Consultation was requested from the U.S. Army
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Corps of Engineers Pittsburgh District Headquarters (“USACE®) by letter dated September 23 ,
2024. A copy of this Report was attached to the letter. See Appendix B.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required
for the proposed action.

RESPONSE: NSR does not plan to remove or alter the roadbed underlying the Line, or to
undertake in-stream work or to dredge or use any fill materials. There will be no excavation or
other ground-disturbance activity, and, because no soils will be disturbed, no storm water
mitigation measures — including, but not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permit — will be required. NSR anticipates that the abandonment will not affect water
quality and that additional permitting under Section 402 will not be required. Nevertheless, NSR
has requested input from the EPA Region 3, the West Virginia Department of Environmental
Protection by letter dated September 23 , 2024. A copy of this Report was attached to the letter.
See Appendix B.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation.

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts, indicating why
the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the Line is not expected to produce adverse environmental
impacts for the reasons set forth above. To reiterate, NSR is not salvaging the materials on the
line in association with this abandonment. Therefore, NSR is of the opion that mitigating action
unnecessary. However, NSR will undertake all reasonable mitigation associated with these
activities as directed by the Board to assure the abandonment does not produce adverse
environmental impacts, including consulting with federal, state, and/or local agencies on any

mitigation measures they may recommend to the Board.
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HISTORIC REPORT

49 CFR 1105.8(d)

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

NSR proposes to abandon an approximately 3.5-mile rail line, extending from
approximately Milepost AL 0.0 +/- to approximately Milepost AL 3.5 +/- (the “Line”) in the Mingo
County, WV. No customers have been served on the Line for more than four years.

Following abandonment, no salvage activities will be performed. The contour of the
existing roadbed will remain as is and existing drainage systems will remain intact. No ballast
will be removed, and no soil disturbance will occur. No digging or burying of any kind will be
undertaken. Accordingly, NSR believes that no storm water mitigation measures — including, but
not limited to, a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit — will be required.

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the Line and retain the track in place.
This alternative is not satisfactory. NSR would continue to incur opportunity and other holding
costs that would need to be covered by non-existent shippers were the Line to be retained.

A map depicting the Line is attached in Appendix A.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1) U.S.G.S. Topographic Map —Topographic maps were furnished to the West Virginia

State Historic Preservation Office as part of a complete copy of this report on September 23, 2024.
See Appendix B.

2) Written Description of Right of Way — The right-of-way width ranges from 50 feet to

120 feet along the main track centerline. Pursuant to Surface Transportation Board policy, the

railroad's right-of-way will constitute the Area of Potential Effect (“APE”) for this undertaking.

30



3) Photographs - As there are no structures on the line, no submission of photographs is
necessary.

“4) Date of Construction of Structures — There are no structures on the line.

Q) History of Operations and Changes Contemplated — According to NSR’s research, this

line was originally obtained in a condemnation hearing in 1914 by Norfolk and Western Railway
Company. Norfolk and Western Railway Company was merged into Norfolk Southern Railway
Company in 1998. NSR currently contemplates no changes to the Line and NSR will not conduct
salvage.

(6) Summary of Documents In Carrier's Possession That Might Be Useful for

Documenting a Structure That Is Found To Be Historic — There are no structures on the line.

) Opinion Regarding Criteria For Listing In The National Register Of Historic Places

There are no structures within the APE for this project. NSR believes that given the lack
of structures on the Line and the lack of historical significance of the Line itself, the Line proposed
for abandonment does not meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
Thus, NSR has no reason to believe that there is any likelihood of finding archaeological resources
or historic properties on the Line proposed for abandonment as no salvage is to be undertaken.
NSR has entered this project into the on-line portal for review by the West Virginia State Historic
Preservation Office.

¢) Subsurface Ground Conditions That Might Affect Archaeological Recovery

Based on its records, NSR is not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or
environmental conditions that would affect archaeological recovery. Moreover, abandonment of
the Line and will not affect any potential archaeological resources. The subsurface of the right-

of-way was initially disturbed in the construction of the railroad line by grading and filling.
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Abandonment of the Line will not result in activities below the surface, or below the level of
initial disturbance, as no salvage is being performed.

&) Follow-Up Information — Additional information will be provided as appropriate.
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——————4 ” Scott Plum

Director — Strategic Planning
Norfolk Southern Corporation 470 463 6627
650 Peachtree Street, NW scott.plum@nscorp.com
Atlanta, GA 30308

September XX, 2024

[ENTITY}

RE:  AB-290 (Sub-No. 417X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company Abandonment — In Mingo
County, West Virginia

[GREETING]

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the segment of rail line between approximately Milepost
AL 0.0 +/- and approximately Milepost AL 3.5 +/-, in Mingo County, a distance of 3.5 miles
(“Line”).

Enclosed is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information. A map of the proposed track
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report lists the
various agencies receiving it. Appendix C of this report lists the various agency responses.

NSR does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts as NSR will not be conducting salvage
operations; however, if you identify any adverse environmental effects, please describe the
actions that would assist in alleviating them. Please provide us with a written response
indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be included in the Report and sent to the
Surface Transportation Board (STB).

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0245 or by mail to:
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Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106
Washington DC 20423-0001

Questions regarding the abandonment process generally, offers of financial assistance, and/or
public use or trail use may be directed to the Board’s Office of Public Assistance, Governmental
Affairs, and Compliance at 202-245-0230. Based on information in our possession, the Line does
not contain federally granted rights-of-way. However, any documentation in NSR’s possession
will be made available promptly to those requesting it. Please refer to the above Docket when
contacting the STB.

Applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this
reason your written comments (with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, NSR
must receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to Scott Plum by
email or by mail at:

Scott Plum, Director

Strategic Planning, Box 7
Norfolk Southern Corporation
650 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30308

(470) 463-6627
scott.plum@nscorp.com

Best regards,

Scott D. Plum

Attachment
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RECIPIENT LIST

Proposed Rail Line Abandonment on Norfolk Southern Railway Company’s rail line segment
between AL 0.0 +/- and AL 3.5 +/- in Mingo County, West Virginia, a distance of approximately

3.5 miles.

Mayor Matthew D. Moore
306 McCoy Street
Matewan, WV 25678

Kasey Taylor

NRCS — Northeast Regional Conservationist
USDA National Resources Conservation Service
1400 Independence Avenue SW, #5204S
Washington, DC 20250

Tina Lockard

Mingo County Commission Office
78 Second Avenue, #308
Williamson, WV 25661

Jon Bourdon

West Virginia State Conservationist
1550 Earl L. Core Road, Suite 200
Morgantown, WV 26505

Kathy Emery, Director

WYV Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water & Waste Management

601 57" Street SE

Charleston, WV 25304

Susan Pierce

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Capitol Complex

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305

Matt Sweeney, P.E.

WYV Department of Environmental Protection
NPDES Individual Permit Supervisor

601 57" Street SE

Charleston, WV 25304

Communications
N/NGS12
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #9340
1315 East West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

Wendi Weber
Northeast Regional Director

300 West Gate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service — Northeast Reg.

Gay Vietzke, Regional Director
National Park Service

1234 Market Street, 20" Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107

West Virginia Ecological Services
USF&W West Virginia Field Office
6263 Appalachian Highway

Davis, WV 26260

Helen Mahan — Northeast Region
National Park Service

Rivers and Trails Conservation Program
Atlanta Federal Center, 1924 Building
100 Alabama Street, SW

Atlanta, GA, 30303

Adam Ortiz, Regional Administrator
United States EPA — Region 3

Four Penn Center

1600 JFK Boulevard

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Bob Ratcliffe, Chief
Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program

1849 C. Street NW, Room 1344
Washington, DC 20240
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Cindy Butler, Executive Director U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

State Rail Authority Alberto Rios Building
West Virginia Department of Transportation 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
120 Water Plant Drive Washington, DC 20460

Moorefield, WV 26836

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

Pittsburgh District

2200 William S. Moorhead Federal Building
1000 Liberty Ave

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186
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ATTACHMENT 2

CONSULTING AGENCY RESPONSES TO
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
(POST-CIRCULATION)
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USDA
uoLA

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

1550 Earl Core Road, Suite 200 Phone: (304) 284-7597
Morgantown, WV 26505 Fax: (855) 857-6448
Scott Plum, Director August 8, 2024

Strategic Planning — Box 7
Norfolk Southern Corporation
650 W Peachtree St. NW
Atlanta, GA 30308
Scott.plum@nscorp.com

Subject: AB-290 (sub-No. 417X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Abandonment —
Matewan, WV

Mr. Plum,

The letter is being provided in response to your request to determine the effect of the
proposed abandonment of the Alma Branch section of rail line, mile post AL 0.0 — 3.5. This
letter addresses your requirement outlined in 49 C.F.R. §1105.7(e)(3)(i1).

Due to the nature of the construction of the rail line, the natural soil characteristics that
existed prior to construction have now been altered. Prime or other important farmland that may
have existed on this site are no longer present. Therefore, the abandonment of said rail line will
have no negative impact on prime agricultural land.

Contact me if you have questions regarding this report.

JARED BEARD
State Soil Scientist
jared.beard@usda.gov

Attachment: Request letter with map

Helping People Help the Land
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender
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west virginia department of environmental protection

Division of Water and Water Management Harold D. Ward, Cabinet Secretary
601 57th Street SE dep.wv.gov
Charleston West Virginia 25304-2345

Phone: 304-926-0495 / Fax: 304-926-04963

August 9, 2024

Scott Plum

Norfolk Southern Corporation
650 W Peachtree St., NW
Atlanta, GA 30308

RE: Norfolk Southern Corporation
Abandonment Decision
Mingo County

Dear Mr. Plum,

The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (WVDEP) received your Rail
Abandonment review request letter dated July 30th, 2024 from Norfolk Southern Corporation on
behalf of Norfolk Southern Railway Company. The Division of Water and Waste Management
(DWWM) has reviewed the document with the proposed actions summarized as follows:

e Abandon a segment of rail line (Alma Branch) from MP AL 0.0 +/- at Sprigg,
WV to AL 3.5 +/- at Vimy, WV near Matewan in Mingo County.

e Rail line and related track material will remain in place and abandonment would
not disturb subgrade or subgrade structures. No salvaging shall occur that would
disturb the soil.

e The proposed abandonment activities have no discharge.

Following review of the abandonment request, the DWWM has no objection to Norfolk
Southern’s proposal to abandon the rail line based on the fact that activities will be consistent
with water quality standards, not a source for water pollution, and there will be no stormwater or
industrial discharge requiring a permit under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1342).
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Page 2 - Norfolk Southern
Rail Abandonment - August 2024

If you have any questions or concerns in this regard, please do not hesitate to contact
Albert Barbery, of my staff, at 304-926-0499 extension 43769 or albert.barbery(@wv.gov.

Sincerely,

Jeremy W. Bandy
Director

JWB/amb
cc: Charles Gentry, WVDEP DWWM - Groundwater and UIC Inspector

44


mailto:albert.barbery@wv.gov

BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-290 (Sub. No. 417X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— PROPOSED ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

Combined Environmental and Historic Report

APPENDIX D
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         U.S. Geological Survey
         20230531
         US Topo 7.5-minute map for Delbarton, WV,KY
         map, raster digital data
         
           Rolla, MO and Denver, CO
           USGS - National Geospatial Technical Operations Center (NGTOC)
        
      
    
     
       Layered geospatial PDF 7.5 Minute Quadrangle Map. Layers of geospatial data include orthoimagery, roads, grids, geographic names,
        elevation contours, hydrography, and other selected map features. This map is derived from GIS (geospatial information system) data. It
        represents a repackaging of GIS data in traditional map form, not creation of new information. The geospatial data in this map are from
        selected National Map data holdings and other government sources.
       This map depicts geographic features on the surface of the earth. It is a general purpose map for users who are not GIS experts. One
        intended purpose is to support emergency response at all levels of government.
       GNIS Cell ID = 11850
    
     
       
         
           19790920
           20230419
        
      
       publication date
    
     
       Complete
       Irregular
    
     
       
         -82.25
         -82.125
         37.75
         37.625
      
    
     
       
         ISO 19115 Topic Category
         imageryBaseMapsEarthCover
         EarthCover
         Imagery and Base Maps
      
       
         None
         topographic
         transportation
         structures
         geographic names
         hydrography
         boundary
         Public Land Survey System
         woodland
         orthoimage
         contour
         U.S. National Grid
      
       
         The National Map Product Format Thesaurus
         Geospatial PDF
      
       
         Geographic Names Information System
         US
         West Virginia
       Pike County Mingo County
    
     None
     This product may be freely copied, redistributed, and printed. Most content is derived from public domain data with no reuse
      constraints. The primary exceptions are the orthoimage layers for maps in Alaska and Hawaii, which are copyrighted and have some reuse
      restrictions; see the relevant data source sections (srcinfo tag) in this file. US Topo maps with dates 2010-2015 may contain commercial road
      data that is also copyrighted with use restrictions; see the credit note and metadata file for individual products. Even maps that contain
      copyrighted data may be freely used and redistributed, provided the appropriate copyright notices are retained; normal fair-use principles
      apply. Users should be aware that temporal changes may have occurred since these data were collected and some data may no longer represent
      actual surface conditions. Users should not use these data for critical applications without a full awareness of their limitations.
      Acknowledgment of the U.S. Geological Survey is appreciated for products derived from these data.
  
   
     
       Cartographic content is derived from USGS national geospatial databases. Most the data are owned and hosted by the USGS, but this does
        not preclude using data sources owned or hosted by other organizations, provided that these sources have been approved by the USGS data
        program.
    
     This product is a layered geospatial PDF file.
     Each PDF layer is derived from data extracted from USGS national geospatial databases. These data are intended to be cartographically
      complete at 1:24,000 scale.
     
       
         This US Topo map product is compiled to meet National Map Accuracy Standards (NMAS). NMAS horizontal accuracy requires that at least
          90 percent of well-defined points tested are within 0.02 inch of the true position. In this product, the projection line, grids, and
          orthoimage are believed to meet NMAS. Positional accuracy of the other data layers is less controllable because of diversity of data
          sources, and may not meet NMAS. However, other vector layers do generally register well with the orthoimage, which is evidence that the
          overall accuracy is close to meeting NMAS.
      
       
         Vertical accuracy report: US Topo contours are derived from the USGS 3D Elevation Program (3DEP) 1/3 arc-second DEM data. Accuracy
          of 3DEP is inherited from various sources. These data sources vary in vertical accuracy depending on time of collection, collection method,
          control accuracy and density, and local terrain relief. The overall absolute vertical accuracy of the 1/3 arcsecond DEM data, as tested
          against GPS control, is about 3 meters at 95% confidence level (National Standards for Spatial Data Accuracy). US Topo contours are derived
          from the DEMs to generally meet National Map Accuracy Standards (90% of well-defined points in reasonably level terrain test within one-half
          contour interval of the true ground elevation); however, actual vertical accuracies of individual US Topo quadrangles may not meet that
          standard. Quadrangles containing collar notes stating contours "May not meet National Map Accuracy Standards" are in areas where the source
          is known to be questionable for meeting NMAS for the stated contour interval.
      
    
     
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             20200328
             City and Town Hall Buildings
             vector digital data
             This dataset contains points representing city hall and town hall government buildings in the U.S., This dataset contains points representing city 
			  hall and town hall government buildings in the U.S., Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. This includes a building or building complex that serves as a 
			  primary location for a local or municipal government’s administrative functions.  These buildings are generally called City Hall, Town Hall, Village Hall, 
			  Municipal Building, Municipal Center, City Building or similar designation.   The purpose of this dataset is to document the spatial location of such buildings 
			  for general cartographic representation purposes on USGS mapping products at 1:24,000 scale.  Supplemental information: Excluded are county, state, or federal 
			  level administration buildings or historical buildings that are no longer used for government administration. This dataset is dynamic and not complete at this 
			  time. Additions and updates are provided by volunteers through the USGS' The National Map Corps (TNMCorps) crowdsourcing project. 
              Although these data and associated metadata have been reviewed for accuracy and completeness, no warranty expressed or implied is made regarding the display or 
			  utility of the data on any other system or for general or scientific purposes, nor shall the act of distribution constitute any such warranty.
             https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/national-geospatial-program/national-map
          
        
         24000
         digital data
         
           
             
               20191202
               20191202
            
          
           ground condition
        
         Structures - City/Town Hall
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey, National Geospatial Technical Operations Center - 3D Elevation Program is a component of a comprehensive base geospatial data model
             20020401
             Hypsography
             Vector digital data
             This contour featureclass was generated from the 1/3 arc-second version of the 3D Elevation Program. The intended
							viewing scale for these features is 1:24,000. The contours are derived from a filtered elevation raster to achieve
							smoother arcs. In some areas, the 3DEP data may be modified by the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) flow lines and water
							bodies to facilitate improved integration between the hypsography and hydrography on USGS map products. These contours
							were generated primarily for use as a layer in GeoPDFs created in the digital mapping program. The raster data source of
							contours is the 3D Elevation Program 1/3 arc-second layer. Secondary datasets include the high resolution flow lines,
							water bodies, and areas from the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD). The NHD layers are used in hydro-enforcement of the
							DEM prior to contour generation. The goals of the hydro-enforcement are to prevent contour lines from extending over the
							surface of water bodies and to align the contour reentrants with the NHD single- line streams. The 3DEP raster cells are
							converted to points. Those points, along with the NHD flow lines are input into an interpolation tool to create a new
							surface. The NHD water bodies and areas are preprocessed to attach the minimum and maximum elevation to each polygon. From
							these precalculated values, an appropriate value is calculated by which to raise the elevation cells under the NHD
							polygons. The NHD polygons are then converted into rasters, which in turn will be used to generate a mosaic that includes
							the new raster surface. The mosaic is filtered to provide smoother contour lines. Contours are generated and depression
							and index contours are identified. There is no guarantee or warranty concerning the accuracy of the data. Users should be
							aware that temporal changes may have occurred since these data were collected and generated and that some parts of these
							data may no longer represent actual surface conditions. Hydro-enforcement and generalization can also significantly alter
							the spatial characteristics of the contours. Users should not use these data for critical applications without a full
							awareness of its limitations.
             https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/3dep
          
        
         24000
         digital data
         
           
             
               20220311
               20220311
            
          
           publication date
        
         Hypsography
         Contours
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             2016
             Land Cover - Woodland
             Vector digital data
             The Woodland Tint is a derivative land cover product created using the most recent National Land Cover Database (NLCD) raster data, 
			  as well as vector data from the National Hydrography Dataset and National Transportation Dataset. For CONUS, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico/U.S. Virgin Islands, 
			  NLCD Tree Canopy Cover is masked with NLCD Percent Developed Imperviousness (values from 1-100). The resulting dataset with Tree Canopy Cover of 20-100% is 
			  used as the input raster to generate woodland polygons. For Alaska, 3 values (41 -Deciduous Forest, 42 - Evergreen Forest, and 43 - Mixed Forest) are extracted 
			  from NLCD Land Cover to create the input raster used to generate woodland polygons. The woodland polygons are masked with buffered Transportation (Roads, Airport 
			  Runways, and Railroads) and Hydrography (NHD Areas excluding Inundation Area and NHD Waterbodies excluding Swamp/Marsh). The resulting polygons are checked for 
			  scale appropriate size (minimum size of one acre), and the small woodland polygons as well as small clearings within the woodland polygons are deleted. Resulting 
			  woodland vector polygons are smoothed via the PAEK Algorithm.
             https://nationalmap.gov
             https://www.mrlc.gov/
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         digital data
         
           
             
               20010101
               20110101
            
          
           publication date
        
         Land Cover - Woodland
         National Landcover Dataset; National Hydrography Dataset; National Transportation Dataset
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, USDA Forest Service, and other Federal, State and local partners. National Hydrography Dataset is a component of a comprehensive base geospatial data model.
             20100820
             Hydrography
             vector digital data
             The National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) is a feature-based database that interconnects and uniquely identifies the
							stream segments or reaches that make up the nation's surface water drainage system. The high-resolution NHD was originally
							created using 1:24,000-scale data. State and Local Stewards are improving the data by incorporating local updates based on
							more current and more accurate source data. Water features in the real world are relatively dynamic and the differences at
							the time of data collection mean that water features may not register exactly to other layers. The hydrographic feature
							names contained in and displayed by the NHD are extracted and validated from the Geographic Names Information System
							(GNIS). Spatial objects may be filtered or generalized to achieve a 1:24,000-scale representation.
             https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/national-hydrography
          
        
         24000
         digital data
         
           
             
               20020129
               20221110
            
          
           publication date
        
         Hydrography
         Hydrography features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             Federal Railroads Administration
             2011
             Transportation, FRA Railroads
             Vector digital data
             Railroads are acquired annually from the FRA Rail lines and sidings are converted into the National Transportation Dataset. The rail lines layer represents the freight lines of the nation's railroad system. The data set covers all 50 states and the District of Columbia, as well as territories and possessions of the United States. No rail lines exist in American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, and the Virgin Islands of the US.
          
        
         24000
         digital data
         
           
             
               20230419
               20230419
            
          
           publication date
        
         Federal Railroads Administration
         Main track centerlines
      
       
         
           
             Federal Aviation Administration
             2012
             Transportation, FAA Airports, Runways, Seaplane Bases, Heliports
             Vector digital data
             Airport points and runway polygons are for Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)-recognized public and private airports in the United States. USGS updates the National Transportation Dataset (NTD) airports, runways approximately bi-monthly from FAA’s modification reports.  In April 2020, USGS started creating the seaplane base and heliport layers. FAA is the primary source for seaplane bases and heliports. The National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency provided heliport updates for IN, KY, MI, MS, OH, and TN. Digital data were inspected for attribute accuracy, spatial accuracy, and completeness.
             https://www.faa.gov
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         digital data
         
           
             
               20230104
               20230119
            
          
           publication date
        
         Transportation - Airports
         runways
      
       
         
           
             Various government agencies and volunteer organizations
             2020
             Transportation, Recreational Trails
             Vector digital data
             Recreational trails were first added to US Topo maps in 2013. The trails displayed on the US Topo are from multiple government agencies. Accuracy and currency vary by source and are the responsibility of the data owner. USGS evaluates the authoritativeness of the source but does not independently verify data accuracy. USGS does not modify the trails data except to remove duplicate trails and in some cases trails coincident with roads. Users should always consult local agencies for the most current trail information.                         
              
              This is not a complete dataset and is subject to change at any time. Content will be added as data become available from land management agencies and other authoritative sources. This metadata section documents data sources for all maps, not this specific map. Trails listed here may not be present on all relevant maps due to schedule differences between data delivery and US Topo production schedules. US Topo does not portray access and travel management information about specific trails. Feature-level metadata is not provided in the US Topo product and there is no link between a line on the map and the source of that specific trail.  
              
              Trails on federal lands were provided by U.S. Forest Service (USFS), National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA). The sources of National Scenic Trails (NST) include: Continental Divide NST provided by the Continental Divide Trail Coalition in cooperation with the USFS; New England NST provided by NPS and the Appalachian Mountain Club; Ice Age NST provided by the volunteer organization Ice Age Trail Alliance in cooperation with NPS and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources; Pacific Crest NST provided by USFS; Appalachian NST published by the Appalachian Trail Conservancy in cooperation with NPS and USFS; North Country NST provided by NPS; Arizona NST data published by AZGEO Clearinghouse in cooperation with USFS; Pacific Northwest NST provided by USFS; Natchez Trace NST provided by NPS; Florida NST provided by the USFS; Potomac Heritage NST provided by NPS. National Scenic Trails will have breaks in the network. This is due to lack of coverage provided by the trail source or a removal of trails coincident with roads. In some cases, USGS will replace a segment of NST on federal or state lands if the land management agency provides a more accurate trail centerline than the original NST source. The replaced segment will be designated as a National Scenic Trail. 
              
              Trails from state partners are included and provided by the State departments of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation, Parks and Wildlife, or similar departments. This data includes AK, AR, CA, CO, CT, IA, ID, IN, KY, MI, MO, ND, NE, NJ, OH, TN, TX, UT, WA, WV.  Additional state partner data will be integrated into the Trails dataset over time and may not be listed here. 
              
              Some US Topo products may display trails provided by the International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA); however, IMBA trails are being phased out of USGS products and will not be shown on future versions of the map.
             https://nationalmap.usgs.gov
             https://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/nts/nts_trails.html
             https://www.pnts.org
             https://www.fws.gov/gis/data/national/
             https://data.fs.usda.gov/geodata/edw/datasets.php?dsetCategory=transportation
             https://landscape.blm.gov/geoportal/catalog/BLMNational/BLMNational.page
             https://appalachiantrail.org/; https://www.iceagetrail.org/; https://aztrail.org/the-trail/; https://continentaldividetrail.org/; https://www.pnt.org/; https://newenglandtrail.org/; https://www.nps.gov/natt/index.htm
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         digital data
         
           
             
               20220405
               20220405
            
          
           publication date
        
         Recreational Trails
         Trail centerline, trail name, trail use type; availability of trail name and use type varies by source.
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Census Bureau, Geography Division
             2014
             Transportation, Census Roads
             vector digital data
             Dataset source is Census Bureau MAF/TIGER database extracts in the form of TIGER/Line Shapefiles. The TIGER/Line shapefiles and related database files are an extract of selected geographic and cartographic information from the U.S.  Census Bureau's Master Address File/Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing (MAF/TIGER) Database (MTDB). The MTDB represents a seamless national file with no overlaps or gaps between parts, however, each TIGER/Line shapefile is designed to stand alone as an independent dataset, or they can be combined to cover the entire nation. The U.S. Geological Survey filters Census roads to remove driveways and short local unnamed road segments which are less than 500 feet in length. The USGS National Transportation Dataset functional road classification system is applied to the Census datasets. The functional road class includes, limited access highway, secondary highway, local connector, local road 4wd, tunnel, ferry route, and closed. Closed roads were approved in 2020 to align with USFS schema and will be incorporated into the NTD in 2021. The original TIGER/Line Shapefile products are not copyrighted however TIGER/Line and Census TIGER are registered trademarks of the U.S. Census Bureau. The horizontal spatial accuracy information present in the TIGER/Line shapefiles is provided for the purposes of statistical analysis and census operations only and the data may not be suitable for high-precision measurement applications. Full metadata for TIGER/Line shapefiles is available from U.S. Census Bureau.
             https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography.html
          
        
         24000
         digital data
         
           
             
               20160101
               20160111
            
          
           publication date
        
         Roads - Census
         Road centerlines, route numbers, road classification, street names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Census Bureau
             20190809
             State and Equivalent Boundary
             vector digital data
             The Census Bureau collects boundaries from state and county governments through the Boundary and Annexation Survey, and
              publishes the results as TIGER files. The USGS uses the TIGER data without editing or alteration.
             https://www.census.gov/geographies/mapping-files/time-series/geo/tiger-line-file.html
          
        
         digital data
         
           
             
               20220801
               20220801
            
          
           publication date
        
         State Boundaries
         State and Equivalent Boundary
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Census Bureau
             20190809
             County and Equivalent Boundary
             vector digital data
             The Census Bureau collects boundaries from state and county governments through the Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS), and
              publishes the results as TIGER files. The USGS uses the TIGER data without editing or alteration for US Topo.
             https://www.census.gov/geographies/mapping-files/time-series/geo/tiger-line-file.html
          
        
         digital data
         
           
             
               20210601
               20220801
            
          
           publication date
        
         County Boundaries
         County and Equivalent Boundary
      
       
         
           
             State and Federal Partners, updates from The National Map Corp volunteers
             20203001
             Fire Stations
             vector digital data
             This dataset contains points representing building locations of fire stations in the United States, District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Included are manned fire stations and buildings from which a fire response occurs, such as a volunteer fire department building to which fire fighters report for duty, but which is not continuously manned. Some locations are approximate. Locations solely for storing or maintaining fire equipment, or fire stations without a permanent location, or locations with only administrative functions are generally excluded. This data set may not be complete and is subject to change at any time.
             https://nationalmap.usgs.gov
          
        
         24000
         digital data
         
           
             
               20160727
               20160727
            
          
           ground condition
        
         Structures - Fire Stations
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             State and Federal Partners, updates from USGS' The National Map Corps volunteers
             20150203
             Law Enforcement
             Vector digital data
             Included are locations where sworn officers of a law enforcement agency are regularly based or stationed. This dataset includes
              local police, county sheriff's offices, state police or highway patrol locations. Most federal law enforcement agency locations are not
              included.
             https://nationalmap.usgs.gov
          
        
         24000
         None
         
           
             
               20160727
               20160727
            
          
           ground condition
        
         Structures - Law Enforcement
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             State and Federal Partners, updates from USGS' The National Map Corps volunteers
             20080101
             Schools
             Vector digital data
             The schools within this dataset are composed of Public elementary and secondary education in the US as defined and tracked by
              the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), Common Core Dataset (CCD). Private schools in this dataset are composed of Private
              elementary and secondary education in the US as defined by the Private School Survey, NCES. The colleges and Universities are composed
              of postsecondary education facilities as defined by the Integrated Post Secondary Education System (IPEDS), NCES. Included are Doctoral
              and Research Universities, Masters Colleges and Universities, Baccalaureate Colleges, Associates Colleges, Theological seminaries,
              Medical schools and other health care professions, schools of engineering and technology, business and management, art, music, design,
              Law schools, Teachers colleges, Tribal colleges and other specialized institutions. Changes to base school data may occur through the
              USGS' The National Map Corps Volunteer Geographic Information project.
             https://nationalmap.usgs.gov
          
        
         24000
         None
         
           
             
               20080101
               20081231
            
          
           ground condition
        
         Structures - Schools
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             For the conterminous 48 states - National Agriculture Image Program (NAIP) administered by the Aerial Photography Field Office (APFO) for the United States Department of Agriculture.
             Publication Date
             Orthoimagery - CONUS
             Raster digital data or Digital Orthorectified Image or NAIP Digital Ortho Photo Image or Raster digital data or Digital
              Orthorectified Image
             An orthorectified image is a layer in every product and is provided by the USDA-FSA-APFO from the National Agriculture Image
              Program (NAIP) in the conterminous US. This offers the USGS a consistent image product for the conterminous 48 states, normally with a
              one meter resolution in natural color, though resolution varies by collection date, and higher-res source data may be downsampled to 1
              or 1.5 meter resolution for US Topo maps. The NAIP image in this product is public domain with no reuse constraints.
             https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/aerial-photography/imagery-programs/naip-imagery/
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         digital data
         
           
             
               20200601
               20200715
            
          
           publication date
        
         Imagery
         Image
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             2020
             Cemeteries
             Vector digital data
             This dataset contains point features representing cemeteries. This includes a place or area for burying the dead or storing ashes; such as cemetery, 
			  burial ground, grave, graveyard, memorial garden, mausoleum, columbarium, or crypt. The purpose of the dataset is to portray spatial locations and feature names on 
			  USGS mapping products at 1:24,000-scale. Base data was derived from the Cemetery feature class within the U.S. Board on Geographic Names Geographic Names Information 
			  System (GNIS). Updates and additions are provided by volunteers of the USGS’ The National Map Corps. Only cemetery features with a name and coordinate are included. 
			  Locations may be approximate. This dataset is not complete and is subject to change at any time. Although these data have been sampled for accuracy and completeness, no 
			  warranty expressed or implied is made regarding data currency or display or utility of the data on any other system or for general or scientific purposes, nor shall the 
			  act of distribution constitute any such warranty.
             https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/national-geospatial-program/national-map
             https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/board-on-geographic-names
          
        
         24000
         digital data
         
           
             
               20160727
               20160727
            
          
           publication date
        
         Structures - Cemeteries
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             State and Federal Partners, updates from The National Map Corp volunteers
             20200301
             Post Offices
             vector digital data
             Locations designated as a Post Office by the U.S. Postal Service (USPS). The dataset includes those locations which are operated by USPS personnel and offer retail counter services. A Contract Postal Unit (CPU) is generally excluded except for Community Post Office (CPO). Some Remotely Managed Post Office and Village Post Office locations may be included. This dataset may not be complete and is subject to change at any time.
             https://nationalmap.usgs.gov
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         digital data
         
           
             
               20180309
               20220521
            
          
           ground condition
        
         Structures - Post Offices
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)
             Vector digital data
             The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) is the Federal and national standard for geographic nomenclature. The U.S.
              Geological Survey developed the GNIS in support of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as the official repository of domestic geographic
              names data, the official vehicle for geographic names use by all departments of the Federal Government, and the source for applying
              geographic names to Federal electronic and printed products.
             https://usgs.gov/geonames
          
        
         24000
         digital data
         
           
             
               19790920
               20230325
            
          
           publication date
        
         Geographic Names
         Geographic feature names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
             Publication Date
             Wetlands - Emergent and Forest/Shrub
             vector digital data
             This data set represents the extent, approximate location and type of wetlands and deepwater habitats in the United States and
              its Territories. While the Fish and Wildlife Service produces a variety of wetland categories, only two (Emergent and Forest/Shrub
              wetlands as defined by Cowardin et al. (1979)) are included on US Topo Maps.The emergent wetlands depicted do not include lakes, rivers,
              open water ponds, deepwater marine and estuarine features or non-vegetated, farmed, intermittent and temporarily flooded wetlands. The
              goal is to provide a visual depiction of the approximate location and extent of Emergent and Forest/Shrub wetlands. Digital wetlands
              data are intended for use with base maps and digital aerial photography at a scale of 1:12,000 or smaller. Due to the scale, the primary
              intended use is for data display on the US Topo Maps. This data display is not intended for analysis. The map products were neither
              designed or intended to represent legal or regulatory products. Questions or comments regarding the interpretation or classification of
              wetlands can be addressed by visiting https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/FAQs.html These data were developed in conjunction with the
              publication Cowardin, L.M., V. Carter, F.C. Golet, and E.T. LaRoe. 1979. Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United
              States. U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, DC. FWS/OBS-79/31. For more information on the wetland
              classification codes visit https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Wetland-Codes.html. Note that coastline delineations were drawn to follow
              the extent of wetland features as described by this project and may not match the coastline shown in other base maps.
             https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
             https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/FAQs.html
             https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Wetland-Codes.html
          
        
         digital data
         
           
             
               19860301
               19860301
            
          
           publication date
        
         Wetlands - Emergent and Forest/Shrub
         Spatial information
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Shaded Relief
             raster digital data
             The Shaded relief is a derivative elevation product created from the USGS 3D Elevation Program (3DEP) 1/3 arc-second DEM data.
              First there are five separate shaded relief datasets created from the original data. Each shaded relief has different azimuths and
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What is a US Topo map?

A US Topo map is a digital topographic map that covers 7.5-minutes of longitude by 7.5-minutes of latitude and is produced at a scale of
1:24,000. US Topo maps are freely distributable and are available for download on the Web from the USGS Store

(https://store.usgs.gov) in Portable Document Format (PDF) with geospatial extensions. PDF maps can be viewed and printed with any
conforming PDF software. Versions 9.x and later of Adobe® Reader® and Acrobat® software provide access to the geospatial function-
ality of the US Topo map. Adobe Reader is available for free at http.//get.adobe.com/reader. More information about US Topo maps and
their use is available at https./www.usgs.gov/programs/national-geospatial-program/us-topo-maps-america.

The base data layer of a US Topo map is a recent orthographic aerial photograph. These orthoimages have been corrected to remove
scale distortions that result from the varying terrain and deviations of the aircraft’s position from the true vertical. The maps include
contours that show the shape of the Earth’s surface, hydrographic features such as lakes and rivers, roads, boundaries, and geograph-
ic names. Additional data from the geographic data themes of transportation, names, elevation, hydrography, boundaries, structures
(such as fire stations) and land cover (such as woodland tint) is being added to the maps as they are updated, resulting in a product
that will become progressively more robust over time. Feature data is incorporated from national Geographic Information System (GIS)
databases under the stewardship of USGS data programs. The US Topo map is intended for conventional map users, not for advanced
GIS analysis. However, most of the data sources used are in the public domain and may be downloaded for free from The National Map
(TNM) (https.//nationalmap.gov).

US Topo maps are revised on a three-year production cycle.

Symbols on US Topo Maps

The underlying orthoimage for each US Topo map shows those features on the Earth’s surface that are visible to the eye. Because each
map is made at a scale of 1:24,000 (one inch on the map represents 24,000 inches or 2,000 feet on the ground), selected features are also
shown and emphasized by symbols, geographic names, and highway route numbers.

Map features may be represented as points, lines, or polygons. They incorporate different colors and patterns to distinguish between
feature types and to show each feature’s importance. For example, a perennial stream is symbolized by a solid blue line while an
intermittent stream is shown by a blue dashed and dotted line. A large reservoir is depicted by a polygon while a small reservoir may be
shown by a point symbol if it is too small to show as a polygon.

Point symbols of different shapes and sizes depict features such as structures, dams, gates, rocks, waterfalls, and wells. Linear map
symbols (lines) show such features as roads, rivers, boundaries, and contours. Color is used to show the class of information: topo-
graphic contours in brown, streams and rivers and other hydrographic features in blue, and roads in black and red. Areal features are
outlined to depict the areal extent and may also be emphasized by a color tint. Names and labels are shown in different type fonts,
sizes, and colors.

The unique feature of a topographic map is the contour. These lines do not exist on the Earth’s surface. They join points of equal eleva-
tion above a zero level surface (such as Mean Sea Level) and therefore show heights of the land and reveal the shape of the land
surface. Heavier brown lines are index contours and are labeled with the elevation they represent. Closely spaced contours indicate a
steep land slope; widely spaced contours show more level ground. The elevation difference between adjacent contours is the contour
interval. A map of a relatively flat area may have a contour interval of 10 feet. In steep areas an interval of 100 feet or more may be
used to avoid coalescence or convergence of the contour lines. The contour interval is always noted below the bar scale in the map
marginalia.

The cartographic representation of roads has been updated from a characterization based on organizational maintenance (Interstates,
US routes, State routes, etc.) to a functional classification defined as follows:

e Expressway': A controlled access, divided arterial highway for through traffic.

e Secondary Highway'": Hard surface highways including secondary State routes, primary county routes, and other highways
that connect principal cities and towns, and link these places with the primary highway system.

e Local Connector’: Hard surface roads notincluded in a higher class and improved, loose surface roads passable in all kinds
of weather. These roads are adjuncts to the primary and secondary highway system and represent major arteries through
populated places.

¢ Local Road': Roads used primarily for local traffic.

e Four Wheel Drive Road': Unimproved roads passable only with four wheel drive vehicles.

! Federal Highway Administration Planning Glossary - https.//www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/glossary/index.cfm 11JAN2023ver7.7
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