
Steven Connolly                                                                  
9838 Old Baymeadows Road #217                                                                                                   

Jacksonville, Florida 32256 
 

 

May 22, 2024  

 

Cynthia T. Brown                                                                                                                                                     
Chief, Section of Administration                                                                                                                          
Surface Transportation Board                                                                                                                                                     
Office of Proceedings                                                                                                                                               
395 E Street, SW                                                                                                                                               
Washington, DC 20423 

 

Re. Docket No. 36744, Canadian National Railway Company and Grand Trunk Corporation-
Control-Iowa Northern Railway Company.  

Protest/Opposition Statement.  

 

Dear Ms. Brown:  

 

  The reason(s) for this letter is to once again protest/oppose the acquisition of the Iowa 
Northern Railway Company by the Canada based Canadian National Railway Company 
(CN). 

  Stated Reason(s): The potential impact to agriculture production in the United States and 
later the entire world and the very definition of control.  

  On May 17, 2024 the CEO of Mid-Iowa Cooperative Bruce Kempf submitted comments in 
support of the proposed transaction. In his letter he stated, “We have evaluated this 
transaction closely and see it as a net benefit to Iowa Northern Railroad customers.” Further, 
he stated, “expanded single-line rail service has a significant impact on the success of our 
supply chains and ultimately the success of the business.” 

  Mr. Kempf does not provide a single verifiable example, analysis, calculation or even a 
financial or market-based forecast in support of his statement(s).  

  I think the attached information clearly demonstrates that his support statements are not 
only unrealistic but they have almost no basis in support of this proposed transaction.    
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May 23, 2024 

 

  On April 29, 2024 Jennifer Moffitt, Under Secretary of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
submitted comments to this proposed acquisition. These included, and are attached, on page 
seven Freight Tariff Rates for the Iowa Northern Railroad and the Canadian National Railway 
for single car service to delivered areas on their respective rail lines. Commodity groups and 
load capacity were included. Fuel and car surcharges are not included.  

  If these stated tariff rates are correct by my analysis, which is also attached, contract carriage 
and consignees will be forward facing an increase in cost per mile (CPM) of $5.98-$9.49 which 
is a net increase of 18.05-76.03%. 

  I question whether it would be sustainable for any business to respond to double-digit tariff 
rate increases without a dramatic perhaps horrific response to these increased costs.  

  I’m also including a rail map dating from 1888 showing the reach and market potential that 
has existed in the agricultural complex for a long time.  

 

                                                                                               Sincerely,  

 

                                                                                               /S/ Steven Connolly  

 

Certification:  

 I certify that copies of this protest/opposition to Finance Docket No. 36744 were mailed by 
U.S. Mail, regular delivery to: Atty. Matthew J. Warren 1501 K. Street, NW, Washington, DC 
20005. And, Atty. Kevin M. Sheys, 42 Brush Hill Road, Sherborn, Mass. 01770.                                                                                                                                                                            

 

Map Credit: Merchants of Grain by Dan Morgan. 1979. ISBN 0-595-14210-9.  

 

 

 

 

cc. Parties of Record.  
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