
From: pac@harkinscunningham.com
To: Wood, Diana
Cc: bmc@harkinscunningham.com; ibs@harkinscunningham.com
Subject: RE: STB Docket No. AB 1332_0_X – Athens Transportation Partners, LLC – Abandonment
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 12:41:43 PM
Attachments: LOCAL iQ Affidavit of Publication.pdf

Fw_ Environmental Impact.pdf
xscan1@dnr.ga.gov_20230523_165410.pdf

Ms. Wood, 

Attached  are what I understand to be the materials you requested. 

Regarding the salvage issue, ATP has not yet made plans to salvage any rail materials and will not
undertake any such salvage until the abandonment has been authorized and consummated and the right-
of-way is no longer under STB jurisdiction. 

I am also attaching the Affidavit of Publication of ATP's Notice of Intent to Abandon Rail Service which we
received from ATP yesterday. 

 If more is needed, please let me know. 

Best wishes, 

pac 

Paul A. Cunningham 
Harkins Cunningham LLP 
1750 K Street, NW 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20006 

Mobile: 202-415-4026 
pac@harkinscunningham.com 

From:        "Wood, Diana" <Diana.Wood@stb.gov> 
To:        "pac@harkinscunningham.com" <pac@harkinscunningham.com> 
Date:        05/02/2024 11:00 
Subject:        RE: STB Docket No. AB 1332_0_X – Athens Transportation Partners, LLC – Abandonment 

Thanks much!
 
From: pac@harkinscunningham.com <pac@harkinscunningham.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 2, 2024 10:53 AM
To: Wood, Diana <Diana.Wood@stb.gov>
Subject: RE: STB Docket No. AB 1332_0_X – Athens Transportation Partners, LLC – Abandonment
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From: "Welte, Jennifer" <Jennifer.Welte@dnr.ga.gov> 
To: "bmc@harkinscunningham.com" <bmc@harkinscunningham.com> 
Date: 05/25/2023 08:50 AM 
Subject: RE: FW: Environmental Impact 


 
 


Thank you for that helpful clarification. We do not have any comments at this time. 


From: bmc@harkinscunningham.com <bmc@harkinscunningham.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 25, 2023 10:24 AM 
To: Welte, Jennifer <Jennifer.Welte@dnr.ga.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Environmental Impact 


 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 


 
Hello Ms. Welte, 


 
Athens Transportation Partners (ATP) is seeking abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation 
Board. If granted, ATP will be relieved from any obligation to provide rail service over the line. ATP has 
not yet determined what, if anything, will be done to the right of way (including the rail line) if 
abandonment authority is granted. 


 
Please let me know if you have any other questions. 


Thank you, 


Brett Chapdelaine 
 


Paralegal 
Harkins Cunningham LLP 


 
 
 


 
From: "Welte, Jennifer" <Jennifer.Welte@dnr.ga.gov> 
To: "bmc@harkinscunningham.com" <bmc@harkinscunningham.com> 
Date:  05/24/2023 11:05 AM 


Subject: FW: Environmental Impact 


 
Mr. Cunningham, 


 
The attached notice refers to abandoning a rail line segment, and also refers to a “proposed 
abandonment action.” Just so our agency is clear, is there any specific activities (such as 
removing rail lines) that are associated with this action? Or will your client just be leaving the 
rail line in place? 


 
Thanks, 
Jennifer 


 
Jennifer H. Welte 
Assistant Branch Chief 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
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Watershed Protection Branch 
2 M.L.K., Jr. Drive S.W., Suite 1152 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
Work Cell : (470) 384-7450 
Please note my new office phone number : (470) 524-0605 


 
 


 
From: Truszczynski, Anna <anna.truszczynski@dnr.ga.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 4:48 PM 
To: Welte, Jennifer <Jennifer.Welte@dnr.ga.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Environmental Impact 


 


 
From: Fischer, Tamara <Tamara.Fischer@dnr.ga.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 4:41 PM 
To: Mueller, Chuck <Chuck.Mueller@dnr.ga.gov>; Truszczynski, Anna < 
anna.truszczynski@dnr.ga.gov>; Boylan, James <James.Boylan@dnr.ga.gov> 
Cc: Eunice, John <John.Eunice@dnr.ga.gov> 
Subject: Environmental Impact 


 
FYI [attachment "xscan1@dnr.ga.gov_20230523_165410.pdf" deleted by Brett 
Chapdelaine/Harkins Cunningham/US] 
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Good morning.   

Pardon the delay. We were wrapped up in another matter yesterday.   

I will respond this afternoon. 

Best wishes, 

pac 

Paul A. Cunningham 
Harkins Cunningham LLP 
1750 K Street, NW 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20006 

Mobile: 202-415-4026 
pac@harkinscunningham.com 

From:        "Wood, Diana" <Diana.Wood@stb.gov> 
To:        "pac@harkinscunningham.com" <pac@harkinscunningham.com>, "bmc@harkinscunningham.com"
<bmc@harkinscunningham.com> 
Date:        05/02/2024 10:19 
Subject:        RE: STB Docket No. AB 1332_0_X – Athens Transportation Partners, LLC – Abandonment

Mr. Cunningham,
 
In addition to the requested information below, I note that only the part of
the email correspondence between the GA Environmental Protection
Division and your law firm is visible and that an attachment was not
included in the E&H Report.  Please send that information, along with the
requested information in the email message below on salvage.  
 
I look forward to hearing back from you today.
 
Thanks,
Diana Wood
 
From: Wood, Diana <Diana.Wood@stb.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 9:52 AM
To: pac@harkinscunningham.com
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Subject: STB Docket No. AB 1332_0_X – Athens Transportation Partners, LLC –
Abandonment
 
Good morning,
 
I’m preparing the environmental assessment in the above referenced
abandonment proceeding and need you to specify whether salvage would
occur during the abandonment process or after the abandonment has been
authorized and consummated and the ROW is no longer under Board
jurisdiction. The E&H Report is not clear as it specifies that “there would be
no changes to any structure in the right-of-way were ATP to exercise its
authority to abandon the Line” but also indicates that “while ATP
anticipates that the right-of-way will be transferred to UGA for the
development of a multimodal connectivity corridor, no formal agreements
or plans for disposition have yet been developed.”  
 
If salvage is expected to occur with the abandonment, please specify what
this would entail  - whether it be removal of rail, ties, switches, bridges,
culverts, and other rail appurtenances, grading, etc. the use of BMPs, etc.
   Without this information, I can only assume that full salvage of the Line
would occur during the abandonment, when the ROW is still under Board
jurisdiction, and evaluate the full environmental and historic impacts
thereof.  
 
Here's two detailed salvage procedure examples from one of CSXT’s recent
E&H Reports for an abandonment in Gwinnett County, GA:  
 
CSXT intends to sell the Line to the City of Lawrenceville for trail use through the NITU
process. Abandonment of the Line will result in the removal of the rail, crossties, and possibly
the upper layer of ballast. CSXT does not intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade
structures.
Any trail related structures, such as bridges, trestles, culverts and tunnels will not be salvaged.
Finally, the operations and maintenance of the Line will cease.
 
CSXT believes that no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are required
for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will
be
affected by the proposed abandonment. Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of
material will be accomplished by use of the right-of-way for access. No new access roads are
contemplated. CSXT does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbed or perform any
activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the soil and does not anticipate any
dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material. CSXT will transport crossties
and/or
other debris away from the Line and will not discard them along the right-of-way or place or
leave them in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. Also, during track
removal,
appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels,
lubricants, or any other pollutant materials from entering any waterways. Based upon this
course



of action, CSXT does not believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be
required.
 
Thanks much,
 
Diana Wood
 
 
Diana F. Wood
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW, 11th Floor
Washington, DC 20423
202-934-0388 New Phone Number
 



From: "Welte, Jennifer" <Jennifer.Welte@dnr.ga.gov> 
To: "bmc@harkinscunningham.com" <bmc@harkinscunningham.com> 
Date: 05/25/2023 08:50 AM 
Subject: RE: FW: Environmental Impact 

 
 

Thank you for that helpful clarification. We do not have any comments at this time. 

From: bmc@harkinscunningham.com <bmc@harkinscunningham.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 25, 2023 10:24 AM 
To: Welte, Jennifer <Jennifer.Welte@dnr.ga.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Environmental Impact 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Hello Ms. Welte, 

 
Athens Transportation Partners (ATP) is seeking abandonment authority from the Surface Transportation 
Board. If granted, ATP will be relieved from any obligation to provide rail service over the line. ATP has 
not yet determined what, if anything, will be done to the right of way (including the rail line) if 
abandonment authority is granted. 

 
Please let me know if you have any other questions. 

Thank you, 

Brett Chapdelaine 
 

Paralegal 
Harkins Cunningham LLP 

 
 
 

 
From: "Welte, Jennifer" <Jennifer.Welte@dnr.ga.gov> 
To: "bmc@harkinscunningham.com" <bmc@harkinscunningham.com> 
Date:  05/24/2023 11:05 AM 

Subject: FW: Environmental Impact 

 
Mr. Cunningham, 

 
The attached notice refers to abandoning a rail line segment, and also refers to a “proposed 
abandonment action.” Just so our agency is clear, is there any specific activities (such as 
removing rail lines) that are associated with this action? Or will your client just be leaving the 
rail line in place? 

 
Thanks, 
Jennifer 

 
Jennifer H. Welte 
Assistant Branch Chief 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
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Watershed Protection Branch 
2 M.L.K., Jr. Drive S.W., Suite 1152 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
Work Cell : (470) 384-7450 
Please note my new office phone number : (470) 524-0605 

 
 

 
From: Truszczynski, Anna <anna.truszczynski@dnr.ga.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 4:48 PM 
To: Welte, Jennifer <Jennifer.Welte@dnr.ga.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Environmental Impact 

 

 
From: Fischer, Tamara <Tamara.Fischer@dnr.ga.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 4:41 PM 
To: Mueller, Chuck <Chuck.Mueller@dnr.ga.gov>; Truszczynski, Anna < 
anna.truszczynski@dnr.ga.gov>; Boylan, James <James.Boylan@dnr.ga.gov> 
Cc: Eunice, John <John.Eunice@dnr.ga.gov> 
Subject: Environmental Impact 

 
FYI [attachment "xscan1@dnr.ga.gov_20230523_165410.pdf" deleted by Brett 
Chapdelaine/Harkins Cunningham/US] 
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