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I am a senior citizen that has lived in the vicinity of the proposed Carlson Corporation’s Trainyard for a lifetime.  I have seen many an environmental crisis in my lifetime, and do not want to see anymore. Most memorable was the building of the Long Island Lighting Company’s Power Plant nearby in Northport. Despite all kinds of safety and environmental assurances the plant’s initiation led to damages to nearby homes and automobiles, and water pollution. The nuclear power plant built at Shoreham at enormous cost never had advance viable solutions to evacuate heavily populated Long Island in the case of a Chernobyl or Fukashima type disaster.
WE CURRENTLY LIVE IN A VERY DYNAMIC CLIMATIC WORLD, WHERE MANY CHANGES OCCUR SUDDENLY AND OFTEN UNEXPECTED. I.E. HURRICANE SANDY, AND ALL THE MOST RECENT DAMAGING WIND AND RAIN STORMS THAT HAVE HIT LONG ISLAND. AS HARD AS IT MAY SEEM, AS CITIZENS WE ARE EXPECTING OUR GOVERNMNENT REGULATORS  TO  PLAN ULTIMATELY FOR THE UNEXPECTED.
The Environmental Draft indicates that the building of the Trainyard will reduce truck traffic. How can that possibly be? Trucks will have to initially bring ash to the site from various points, however will this be the start of expanded unregulated trucking of other potentially hazardous materials from all over Long Island?  Considering that the Trainyard will be legally bound to receive eastbound railroad freight, how will that freight be distributed?  Trucks would be delivering the freight to points throughout Long Island and possibly Connecticut. More trucks on the road.  It is no secret that the roads on Long Island are already in disrepair and overburdened. Plans by the Town of Smithtown to redevelop the central part of Kings Park will add more population and more cars and service vehicles to the roads, as will the building now of 74 new condominiums at Indian Hills in Fort Salonga, and a group care home being built on Bread & Cheese Hollow Road just a few blocks away. Governor Hochul’s housing initiatives for affordable housing for Long Island and the evolution of accessory dwelling units will also add more people and cars and traffic to overburdened Long Island without any plans for more roads. The draft does not include any observable traffic patterns so visible to us local residents. Old East Northport Road and Townline Road south are already heavily travelled truck routes.  Townline Road which becomes Bread and Cheese Hollow Road crossing Pulaski Road going north bans non-delivery truck traffic, however it can be seen every day how many trucks are on this stretch of roadway. When the nearby Veteran’s Hospital work shifts let out, cars are seen lined up at the traffic light at Pulaski Road for a number of blocks, and there is the endless proliferation of Amazon and UPS delivery trucks already here in our neighborhood. Any additional truck traffic will add congestion, air pollution, noise, damage to roadways and certainly potential accidents. Think about it!
In the report it mentions tree and plant life existing nearby in the proposed Trainyard development area. What assurances are there that unexpected harmful contamination, i.e. leaked toxic dust, contaminated rain water, etc. from the proposed development will not harm trees and plant life in the surrounding hillsides. In New England damage to wetlands and forested tree growth by the development of racetracks has reduced the natural sound buffering trees provide and has harmfully increased the transmission of noise pollution to neighbors.
It is surprising to see that there is no input from a number of officials such as Smithtown Planning, Environment, Suffolk County Soil and Water, etc. Why are they not providing input for such a critical community issue??? What do they know that we don’t?
The local fire departments and EMT squads (Kings Park, Northport, East Northport, Commack and adjoining units)  have a fiduciary responsibility  in protecting the community from fire and environmental hazards. It is surprising that their input is not here to evaluate environmental risks and their ability to mitigate such.
WATER IS VITAL TO LIFE!  The aquifer that supplies the North Shore with our drinking water lies within this proposed development area. Under no uncertain terms can we risk any damage or contamination to this vital resource. The Suffolk County Water Authority which supplies the community with our water and has wells and pumping stations not far away, has recently conducted a public forum on the importance of protecting our aquifers. This important input is missing from this report. If you drive north on Bread and Cheese Hollow Road starting at Pulaski Road (where there is a water discharge collection basin/sump) any observer can see that on the east side of the road, wetlands, natural springs, etc. go for several miles up to State Route 25A. Continuing across Route 25A there are government  protected wetlands, going on to the large Fresh Pond, and eventually to Long Island Sound. Considering that the trainyard development site is just south of Pulaski Road, are there already contaminants in this waterway, or will contaminants from the building of the trainyard leach into this waterway?
The report makes point of the importance of Environmental Justice, and cites demographic data for Kings Park, however the hamlet of Kings Park represents just one geographical side of the proposed trainyard and omits demographics for Commack, East Northport, Fort Salonga and Northport. Although it reads that there appears to be no identifiable environmental justice risk group, it clearly  misses the most important one: NEARBY SENIOR CITIZENS. The communities such as Fort Salonga have significant numbers of senior citizens and empty nesters. It is no secret that older people have greater health risks when exposed to environmental factors, i.e. pulmonary, cancer, etc. Don’t ignore us SENIORS and your parents and grandparents and deprive us of healthy Golden Years! 
It is very admirable that at this time in history that consideration has been given to protecting the heritage of our Tribal people that have lived on our beloved Long Island before us for thousands of years. Historically there were 13 tribes that inhabited Long Island. The Matinecock Tribe lived in this area, and not the three tribes in the outreach: Shinnecock, Unnkechaug and Setalcott, and hence it would seem evident that they would not have any ancestral heritage claims in this vicinity. The report also mentions that these three tribes are Federally recognized, that is not accurate, only the Shinnecock Nation is Federally recognized on Long Island. 
The report states that air quality green house gases such as emissions from locomotives can effect human health and the environment.  Myself and my neighbors do not want to breath such air. This is a serious environmental concern. Can anyone trust what Carlson Corp is saying about containment of limited freight train scheduling and unknown unspecified levels of toxic train emissions???? Has due diligence been done to see how in the past if Carlson Corp and Toby Carlson   have ever been charged with any previous environmental violations on their properties??? 
With so many potential ongoing ash transfers from trucks to trains, there is a statistical chance that some occurrences will result in mishaps and harmful  drifting air pollution. (The very harmful air we would breath!) What has been presented does not provide the community with any confidence containment abatement or stop gate measures to prevent ash dust in our breathing air. 
THE GREATEST FLAW TO THIS ENVIRONMENTAL DRAFT DOCUMENT LIES IN THE FACT THAT IT PRIMARILY FOCUSES ON THE IMMEDIATE ENVIRONMENT OF THE PROPOSED TRAINYARD, AND OVERLOOKS THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ON THE GREATER SURROUNDING COMMUNITY.
The Township of Huntington adjoins the Town of Smithtown land jurisdiction at Townline Road and therefore is nearby the trainyard development area. It would be certain that the Town of Huntington would have serious environmental concerns and has not been brought into this discussion. There is a proposal to build a lithium battery storage facility adjacent to the LIRR tracks just west of the proposed trainyard property in Huntington Township.  There is a proposed assistance living facility on Pulaski Road, and a group care home on Bread and Cheese Hollow Road. The Huntington Town Dog Shelter is also very close by. In our pet centric society there would be no community tolerance for environmental harm to cats and dogs.
There may not be identified historic preservation concerns at the trainyard site, however historic preservation is the essence of neighboring Fort Salonga. Fort Salonga was the site of the famous Revolutionary War Battle that in time led to  creation of the Purple Heart Medal. The Town of Huntington has designated  Bread and Cheese Hollow Road as Historic. The oldest continuing operating farm (circa 1700s) in Huntington still exists on this road. On the east side of the road there are many colonial homes circa 1600s and 1700s. 
Within the confines of the Town of Huntington, and not distant from the Kings Park trainyard area are significant large environmentally sensitive lands:  The Makamah Preserve, and the Jerome Ambro Crab Meadow Watershed. Any form of traveling pollution, i.e. contaminated rainwater could be environmentally damaging to the ecosystem, plant and animal wildlife. Has this been considered?
The Alfred E. Smith Sunken Meadow State Park Beach is within range of Kings Park. Any environmental contaminants originating from the trainyard could be disastrous to the beautiful well attended beach, golf courses, wetlands, and picnic groves. The vast picnic groves have been utilized since the 1930s as social gathering places for a wide array of New Yorkers. Go any summer weekend and you will observe hundreds if not thousands of diverse picnic goers All New Americans: West Indians, Mexicans, Nepalese, Salvadoreans, Peruveans, Pakistanis, Indians, Eastern Europeans, Native Americans, African-Americans – a newer definition of Environmental Justice. 
About a half-mile from the proposed trainyard is a working commercial farm Richter’s Orchard, established over a hundred years ago. Its continued viability is protected by County Farmland  Development easements. Environmental contamination of the orchards would be economically harmful and future operational equity.
There are numerous parks, schools, school playgrounds and other public land spaces within a two mile radius of the proposed trainyard.
A critical part of the community is the Northport Veteran’s Medical Center.  It is one of the largest Veteran’s Hospitals in the Northeast, with over 2000 employees that care for and treat both residential and day patients. The grounds of this  facility is approximately one mile away from the proposed trainyard. Patients typically with compromised health care concerns would be especially vulnerable to any air pollution coming from the trainyard. This needs to be seriously considered. If such calamities would occur, would the STB members and other environmental regulators admit to making bad judgements to the veterans, or just say “Oh by the way THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!”.
THERE HAS RECENTLY BEEN AN UNENDING AMOUNT OF TRAGIC RAIL ACCIDENTS (EAST PALESTINE, OHIO, ROCKFORD, MAINE, LAC MEGANTIC,QUEBEC) ALL WITH SERIOUS AND UNKNOWN LASTING  ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE TO THE COMMUNITIES WHERE THESE HAVE OCCURED. I ALONG WITH MANY OTHERS   ALSO SEE IT OUR ROLE AND RESPONSIBILTY TO SAFEGUARD OUR COMMUNITY AND THE OTHER COMMUNITIES ALONG THE RAIL LINES WEST OF HERE IN NASSAU, QUEENS, NEW YORK AND POINTS WEST FOR DISPOSAL OF ASH.

THIS IS NOT THE OPTIMAL LOCATION FOR THE TASKS AT HAND. THE DRAFT PROPOSAL FAILS TO MEET, IDENTIFY  AND PROTECT THE HEALTH AND NEEDS OF OUR COMMUNITY.

















