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From: Buckley, Maggie
Sent: Wednesday, May 31, 2023 9:13 AM
To: catherine.jerrard@us.af.mil; Dunning, Connell; Appleton.zac@epa.gov;

Wiraatmadja.Vicky@epa.gov; cabrera.misael@azdeq.gov; Miller.wayne@azdeq.gov;
romanoff.natalie@azdeq.gov; Slade.edwin@azdeq.gov

Cc: Assenza, Adam; Phoebus, Elizabeth (Betsi); McNeish, Sabra; Tabachnick, Alan; Rutland,
Leanne

Subject: PIRATE Draft Environmental Assessment now available for review

Good morning,  

The Surface Transportation Board’s (Board) Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) issued a Draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) today for the proposed construction of a new rail line in southeastern Mesa, 
Arizona by Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) in Docket No. FD 36501. The Draft EA analyzes the 
potential environmental and historic impacts of 6.0 miles of new rail line to connect UP’s Phoenix Subdivision 
main line to industrial properties southeast of the Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport.  

The Draft EA is available on the Board’s website (www.stb.gov) by clicking “Search STB Records” near the 
top of the home page and searching for “Decisions” using Docket Number “FD 36501.” 

OEA is now inviting individuals, agencies, tribes, organizations, and other interested parties to submit 
environmental comments on all aspects of the Draft EA. Commenters may submit written comments 
electronically through the Board’s environmental comment form here. Alternatively, written comments may be 
mailed to: 

Adam Assenza 
Surface Transportation Board 
Environmental Filing, Docket No. FD 36501 
c/o Sabra McNeish, Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. 
1501 West Fountainhead Parkway, Suite 401 
Tempe, AZ 85282 

It is not necessary to mail written comments that have been filed electronically. Please refer to Docket No. FD 
36501 in all correspondence addressed to the Board, including all comments submitted on the Draft EA. 

More information about the Draft EA, including project information, locations to access a printed copy of the 
Draft EA, and additional instructions on how to submit comments can be found here. Comments on the Draft 
EA will be due by June 30, 2023. 

In addition to the release of the Draft EA, OEA is providing you with a copy of UP’s 60 percent plans for the 
project per your request during agency coordination in spring 2022. You can download the plan set from 
Jacobs’ secure FTP site located here: https://jftt.jacobs.com/download.aspx?ID=5d94e219-dc29-4f5e-8c44-
3b79bbdc1bc1&RID=07fcdb78-bae9-4007-8470-0618687a1ff3. The link will be open for 14 days. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Adam Assenza by phone at (202) 
245-0301 or by email (Adam.Assenza@stb.gov). Thank you for your interest and participation in the Board’s
environmental review process.

Sincerely, 

EO-3920
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Maggie Buckley | Jacobs | Environmental Project Manager (she/her) 
O: 425.233.3117 | M: 206.949.5955 | maggie.buckley@jacobs.com 
999 W Riverside Avenue, Suite 500 | Spokane, WA 99201 | USA 
 



  

Company Contact Position  Email 

BIA Tamera Dawes Realty Specialist  tamera.dawes@bia.gov 

FAA Mike Williams Manager  Mike.n.williams@faa.gov 

US Department 
of Transportation 

James Jordan Regional 
Administrator  

James.Jordan@dot.gov 

National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration  

NOAA ADMIN  ngs.infocenter@noaa.gov 

National Park 
Service 

Mike Reynolds Regional Director mike_reynolds@nps.gov 

USDA Frank McRae State 
Conservationist  

Keisha.Tatem@usda.gov 

USDA Scott Woodall State 
Conservationist  

scott.woodall@usda.gov 

USDA Emily Yulga Resource Soil 
Scientist 

Emily.Yulga@usda.gov 

US Army Corps of 
Engineers 

Lisa Robinson  Lisa.E.Robinson@usace.army.mil 

USFWS USFWS ADMIN  incomingazcorr@fws.gov 

USFWS Nichole 
Englemann 

Biologist  nichole_engelmann@fws.gov; 

Arizona 
Corporation 
Commission  

ACC Rail ADMIN  railroad@azcc.gov 

Arizona 
Department of 
Public Safety  

Captain David 
Mays 

Captain dmays@azdps.gov 

Arizona 
Department of 
Transportation  

Alexis Zaring District 
Environmental 
Coordinator  

azaring@azdot.gov 

AZ Game and Fish 
Department  

Cheri Boucher  Project Evaluation 
Program Specialist  

cboucher@azgfd.gov 

AZ Game and Fish 
Department 

Kelly Wolff Region 6 Habitat 
Program Manager 

kwolff@azgfd.gov 

Arizona State 
Library  

ADMIN  archives@azlibrary.gov 

Arizona State 
Land Department  

Mark Edelman  Director, Planning 
and Engineering 

medelman@azland.gov 

Arizona State 
Land Department  

Ruben Ojeda  ROW Section 
Manager 

rojeda@azland.gov 

Arizona State 
Land Department 

Cory Runyon Land Resources 
Section Manager 

crunyon@azland.gov 



Arizona State 
Land Department 

Jack Peterson   jpeterson@azda.gov 

Arizona State 
Land Department 

Michael Romero  ROW Administrator  mromero@azland.gov 

Maricopa County 
Association of 
Governments  

Eric Anderson  Executive Director  eanderson@azmag.gov 

Maricopa County 
Association of 
Governments 

Tim Strow  Director of 
Transportation 
Policy and Planning 

tstrow@azmag.gov 

Central Arizona 
Governments  

Andrea Robles  Executive Director  arobles@cagaz.org 

East Maricopa 
Natural Resource 
Conservation 
District  

Marnie Hunt District Manager marnie@emnrcd.org 

 County Managers 
Office 

 CountyManagersOffice@maricopa.gov 

Maricopa County 
Flood Control 
District 

Michael Fulton Director of Flood 
Control District 

michael.fulton@maricopa.gov 

Maricopa County 
Flood Control 
District  

Edward Raleigh Senior Engineering 
Advisor  

edward.raleigh@maricopa.gov 

Maricopa County Alfred Erives Department of 
Transportation 
Division Manager 

Alfred.Erives@maricopa.gov 

Maricopa County  Phil McNeely Dept. of Air Quality 
Manager 

philmcneely@mail.maricopa.gov 

Maricopa County 
Sheriff  

Paul Penzone Sheriff N_Gutierrez-
Deorta@MCSO.maricopa.gov 

Maricopa County Jen Pokorski Dept. of Planning 
and Development 
Director  

Jen.pokorski@maricopa.gov 

Maricopa County Robert Rowley Director, 
Emergency 
Management  

robert.rowley@maricopa.gov 

Pinal County  Leo Lew County Manager  Leo.Lew@pinal.gov 

Pinal County  Himanshu Patel Deputy County 
Manager 

himanshu.patel@pinal.gov 

Pinal County Andrew Smith Public Works 
Director 

andrew.smith@pinal.gov 

Pinal County  Christopher 
Wanamaker  

County Engineer christopher.wanamaker@pinal.gov 

Pinal County  Jason Bottjen Transportation 
Planning Supervisor  

Jason.Bottjen@pinal.gov 

mailto:Jason.Bottjen@pinal.gov


Pinal County  Lester Chow County 
Development 
Department 
Manager 

Lester.Chow@pinal.gov 

Pinal County  Charles Kmet Emergency 
Management 
Manager  

charles.Kmet@pinal.gov 

Pinal County Mark Lamb Sheriff  Mark.Lamb@pinal.gov 

Pinal County Stephanie Maack Economic 
Development 
Department 
Manager 

stephanie.maack@pinal.gov 

City of Mesa John Giles  Mayor  mayor@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Nana Appiah  Planning Director, 
Community 
Development 
Department  

nana.appiah@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Ken Cost  Police Chef PoliceChief@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Scott Bouchie  Director, 
Environmental 
Management and 
Sustainability 
Department  

scott.bouchie@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Chris Brady  City Manager COMmanager@Mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Mary Cameli Fire Chief mary.cameli@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Beth Huning City Engineer beth.huning@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Frank McRae Director, Energy 
Resources 
Department  

frank.mcrae@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Jake West Director, Water 
Resources 
Department  

jake.west@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa RJ Zeder Director, 
Transportation 
Department  

rj.zeder@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Erik Guderian Deputy 
Transportation 
Director – 
Engineering  

Erik.Guderian@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa William Jabjiniak Director, Economic 
Development  

William.Jabjiniak@mesaaz.gov 

City of Mesa Ana Pereia Communications 
Director 

Ana.Pereira@mesaaz.gov 



Town of Queen 
Creek  

Gail Barney Mayor gail.barney@queencreek.org 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Heather Wilkey Intergovernmental 
Relations Manager 

Heather.wilkey@queencreekaz.gov 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Mohamed 
Youssef 

Interim Public 
Works Director 

Mohamed.Youssef@queencreekaz.gov 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Marissa Garnett Economic 
Development 
Coordinator  

marissa.garnett@queencreekaz.gov 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Scott Holcomb Counsel for Queen 
Creek 

sholcomb@dickinson-wright.com 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Peter Webster Counsel for Queen 
Creek 

pwebster@dickinsonwright.com 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Randy Brice Police Chief Randy.Brice@queencreekaz.gov 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Brett 
Burningham 

Director, 
Development 
Services 
Department  

Brett.Burningham@queencreek.org 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Doreen Cott Director, Economic 
Development  

doreen.cott@queencreekaz.gov 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Vance Gray Fire Chief Vance.gray@queencreekaz.gov 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

John Kross Town Manager john.kross@queencreekAZ.gov 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Joe LaFortune Emergency 
Management 
Coordinator, 
Emergency Services 
Department  

joe.lafortune@queencreek.org 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Erica Perez Recreation 
Coordinator 

parks.recreation@queencreek.org 

Town of Queen 
Creek 

Constance 
Halonen-Wilson 

Public Information 
Officer  

Constance.Wilson@QueenCreekAZ.gov 

Town of Gilbert  Brigette Peterson  Mayor Brigette.Peterson@gilbertaz.gov 

Town of Gilbert Dan Henderson Director, Office of 
Economic 
Development  

Dan.Henderson@gilbertaz.gov 

Town of Gilbert Marshall 
MacFarlane 

Parks and Facilities 
Manager 

Marshall.MacFarlane@gilbertaz.gov 

Town of Gilbert Kyle Mieras Director, 
Development 
Services 
Department  

Kyle.Mieras@gilbertaz.gov 

Town of Gilbert Dana Berchman  Chief Digital Officer gilbert.digital@gilbertaz.gov 



Benjamin 
Franklin 
Highschool 

David Farnsworth Principal dfarnsworth@bfcsaz.com 

Benjamin 
Franklin 
Highschool 

John Allen Assistant Principal johna@bfcaz.com 

Benjamin 
Franklin 
Highschool 

Chris Brooks CFO cbrooks@bfcsaz.com 

Benjamin 
Franklin 
Highschool 

Lori Craig Operations 
Manager 

lcraig@bfcsaz.com 

Heritage 
Academy 
Gateway  

Kathleen Lopez Principal  klopez@heritageacademyaz.com 

Heritage 
Academy 
Gateway 

Jared Taylor Chairman/CEO jtaylor@heritageacademyaz.com 

Higley Unified 
School District 

Dr. Dawn Foley Superintendent superintendent@husd.org; 

J.O. Combs 
Unified School 
District 

Greg Stanton  rdobson@jocombs.org 

Queen Creek 
Unified School 
District 

Dr. Perry Berry Superintendent  pberry@qcusd.org 

Queen Creek 
Unified School 
District 

Jim Lamb Executive Director 
of Operations and 
Construction 

jlamb2@qcusd.org 

Queen Creek 
Unified School 
District 

Judy Wenger Building Operations judywenger@qcusd.org 

Canyon State 
Academy  

Chrystal Keller Principal  chrystal.keller@rop.com 

Arizona State 
University 

Patrick Panetta Director of Project 
Management  

patrick.panetta@asu.edu 

Arizona State 
University  

Leila Ladani  Director, ASU 
Polytechnic Campus 

ladani@asu.edu 

Arizona State 
University  

Cahit Ozturk Manager, ASU Bee 
Lab Annex 

Cahit.Ozturk@asu.edu 

East Valley 
Institute of 
Technology 
Power Campus 

Chad Wilson Superintendent  cwilson@evit.com 

Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway Airport  

J. Brian O’Neill Executive Director jboneill@gatewayairport.com 



Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway Airport 

Shea Joachim  Director of Business 
Development  

sjoachim@phxmesagateway.org 

Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway Airport 

Tony Bianchi Airport Planner tbianchi@gatewayairport.com 

Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway Airport 

Carl D’Acosta Environmental and 
Safety Coordinator  

CD'Acosta@gatewayairport.com 

Cox Percy Kirk Southwest Region 
Manager 

percy.kirk@cox.com 

Cox Ryan Kann Construction 
Planner II 

ryan.kann@cox.com 

Cox Garette Golding Construction 
Planner 

Garette.Golding@cox.com 

Cox Jacob Horsman Construction 
Planner 

jacob.horsman@cox.com 

Kinder Morgan Nick Amoroso Sr. ROW Agent nick_amoroso@kindermorgan.com 

SRP  David Rousseau President david.rousseau@srpnet.com 

SRP Karla Moran Senior Project 
Manager in 
Economic 
Development 

karla.moran@srpnet.com 

SRP Kyle Feldpausch Supervisor 
Engineering and 
Design Services 

Kyle.Feldpausch@srpnet.com 

SRP Cherilyn Beilman Transmission Line 
Asset Manager 

Cherilyn.Beilman@srpnet.com 

SRP Kaye Bockmann Senior Land 
Acquisition 
Management Agent 

Kaye.Bockmann@srpnet.com 

SRP Nina Mullins Senior Director of 
Land Department 

Nina.Mullins@srpnet.com 

SRP Michael 
O’Connor  

General Counsel 
 

Michael.OConnor@srpnet.com 

SRP Emily Zahm Senior Engineer Emily.Zahm@srpnet.com 

Queen Creek 
Irrigation District 
(QCID) 

Burt Hatch General Manager bhqcid@gmail.com 

Queen Creek 
Irrigation District 
(QCID) 

Maiike Hough  mhough@gcairoinc.com 

Queen Creek 
Irrigation District 
(QCID) 

Linh Ma Project Manager lma@gcairoinc.com 

Suburban 
Irrigation District 

(SID) 

Bryce Hagen President hagenfarms.bh@gmail.com 



Western Area 
Power 

Administration 
(WAPA) 

Sean Berry 
 

Sean Berry 
 

berry@wapa.gov 

WAPA Natalie Ortega Environmental 
Manager 

NOrtega@WAPA.GOV 

City of Mesa Alison Stoltman Acting Director Alison.Stoltman@MesaAZ.gov 

AZ State Land 
Department  

Tiffany Grew Archaeological 
Compliance 
Specialist 

tgrew@azland.gov 

University of 
Arizona 

  plyons@arizona.edu 

Arizona State 
Parks  

SHPO ADMIN  azshpo@azstateparks.gov 

City of Mesa Mary Kopaskie-
Brown 

Planning Director 
 

Mary.Kopaskie-Brown@mesaaz.gov 

Mesa Museum   exec@mesamuseum.org 

Santan Historical 
Museum 

ADMIN  santanhistoricalmuseum@gmail.com 

SRP  Dan Garcia  Senior Cultural 
Resources 
Management 
Specialist 

dan.garcia@srpnet.com  

 


