
David J. Siegrist 
david@sjlawoffice.com 

Brian D. Jones 
brian@sjlawoffice.com Siegrist, Jones, Lipps & Bakke 

March 15, 2024 

VIA E-FILING 

Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Attorneys at Law 

Steven R. Bakke 
steve@sjlawoffice.com 

Thomas W. Lipps 
thomas@sjlawoffice .com 

RE: Docket No. FD 36744, Canadian Railway Company and Ground Trunk Corporation - Control -
Iowa Northern Railway Company. 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Attached for filing in the above-referenced docket are letters from Forest City Economic 
Development, Inc., Manager of North Central Iowa Rail Corridor, L.L.C. and Farmers Co-op Association, 
Forest City, Iowa in support of Canadian Railway Company and Ground Trunk Corporation to acquire 
control of Iowa Northern Railway Company. 

David J. Siegrist, PIN A T0007316 
Siegrist, Jones, Lipps & Bakke 
94 Main A venue North 
Britt, IA 50423 
Phone: (641) 843-445 
E a·l: Davi 

Enclosures 

Britt - 94 Main Avenue North, Britt, IA 50423 
Forest City- 150 N. Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436 
Algona - PO Box 5751 6 E. State Street, Algona, IA 50511 

T: (641) 843-4451 
T: (641) 585-2530 
T: (515) 295-9494 

Rail Corridor, 
ssociation 

F: (641) 843-3730 
F: (641) 585-2023 
F: (515) 295-9493 

          308094 
 
        ENTERED  
Office  of  Proceedings 
    March 15, 2024  
          Part of   
    Public Record 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on this 15th day of March 2024, a copy of this filing was served by email or 
First Class mail on the U.S. Secretary of Transportation, the U.S. Attorney General c/o Assistant 
Attorney General, Antitrust Division, and all parties 
FD 36744. 



RAIL coRRinOi 

March 14, 2024 

Cynthia T. Brown 

Chief Section of Administration 

Surface Transportation Board 

Office of Proceedings 

395 E Street SW 

Washington, DC 20423 

I 45 East K Street 
Forest City, IA 50436 

LLC 

Re: Docket No. FD 36744, Canadian Railway Company and Ground Trunk Corporation - Control - Iowa

Northern Railway Company 

Dear Ms. Brown 

North Central Iowa Rail Corridor, LLC (NCIRC) was formed in 2011 by local investors to purchase the rail line from 

Forest City to Belmond which is now leased to Iowa Northern Railway. This rail line is needed for uninterrupted 

service to North Iowa companies and grain elevators. 

Forest City Economic Development, Inc. (FCED), which is the Manager of NCIRC, purchased 68 acres along the rail 

line on the south edge of Forest City for the development of a Rail Industrial Park. This land is a Certified Shovel 

Ready Site by the Iowa Economic Development Authority which includes all required environmental studies, 

surveys, and potential Rail Spur Designs. The site is Zoned Heavy Industrial. This development requires the 28-

mile rail line to remain in service. Site maps of the Rail Industrial Park are being provided with this letter. 

Canadian National's acquisition of Iowa Northern Railway is critical to continue rail service on this rail line and to 

expand service on this rail line for North Iowa companies, grain elevators and the Rail Industrial Park. NCIRC and 

FCED look forward to development opportunities that will be offered this Canadian National - Iowa Northern 

Railway combination. 

NCIRC and FCED request the Surface Transportation Board to approve this acquisition for the benefit of businesses 

and communities of North Iowa. 

c-§jljt�{ 
Beth A. Bilyeu, Executive Di� 
NORTH CENTRAL IOWA RAIL CORRIDOR, L.L.C. 

FOREST CITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, MANAGER 

Enclosures 
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March 14, 2024 

Cynthia T. Brown 

Chief Section of Administration 

Surface Transportation Board 

Office of Proceedings 

395 E Street SW 

Washington, DC 20423 

Re: Docket No. FD 36744, Canadian Railway Company and Ground Trunk Corporation - Control- Iowa Northern 

Railway Company 

Dear Ms. Brown 

The Farmers Cooperative Association was founded over 100 years ago when it began using the rail services, and 

over a century later, we still rely on these services. In 2011 the North Central Iowa Rail Corridor was formed to 

purchase the spur that services Forest City to ensure these services are available. Controlling transportation costs 

is essential to th.e success of our organization. 

The services that are currently supplied by Iowa Northern Railway .have been vital to our organization and will 

only be enhanced as they are acquired by Canadian National as they service not only our facility but businesses 

throughout North Iowa. 

On behalf of Farmers Cooperative Association, I request the Surface Transportation Board to approve this 

acquisition that will benefit not only our company but many others customers that are served by the Iowa 

Northern Railway system. 

Sincerely, 

Ben Dontje, Board President 

Farmers Cooperative Association 

Ph: 641-585-2814 406 East K Street, Forest City, IA 50436 www .farrnersca.com 
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