
From: Harsimus Cove Association
To: C. Montange
Cc: Kate.Marcopul@dep.nj.gov; rnelson@achp.gov; gucciardos@comcast.net; Andrea Ferster; Esther Wintner; Sam

Pesin; hpnajc@gmail.com; dskaese@aol.com; ghulings@hcnj.us; Francesca Giarratana; P. Maha;
jclandmarks@gmail.com; greg@nynjbaykeeper.org; mail@nynjbaykeeper.org; kmoore@padnajc.org;
kelly@preservationnj.org; benjaminbernouy@yahoo.com; info@jcvillage.org; pap@sloverandloftus.com;
jloichinger@achp.gov; Andrea.Tingey@dep.nj.gov; mcrowley@embankment.org; R. Bruce Donald; Maggie
O’Neill; steven.magouirk@conrail.com; Kevin J. Coakley; Rosenthal, Michael; president@prrths.net; Aaron
Underwood; thomas.m.monahan@gmail.com; Christopher Perez; Moore, Kathryn; barton@bartonross.com;
ashley.peacock@conrail.com; Rachael Mangum; Rahid Cornejo; Ayla Schermer; Jersey City Cemetery; Donna
Dorgan; Michele Lamonica Egar; Brittany Murray; Goebel, Danielle; Betsy Merritt; Gerry Bakirtjy;
eric.hofmann@jcvillage.org; Tabachnick, Alan; Gosselin, Danielle

Subject: Re: Transmittal of Final Memorandum of Agreement for Signature - Conrail’s Proposed Abandonment of the
Harsimus Branch in Jersey City, New Jersey (Docket No. AB-167 (Sub-No. 1189X))

Date: Thursday, March 14, 2024 11:50:03 AM
Attachments: October 11, 2023 HCA Letter to the Surface Transportation Board.pdf

To:  STB Office of Environmental Analysis attn:  Alan Tabachnick
Re:  Request by STB to Harsimus Cove Association for signature on Final
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) in AB 167-1189X (Harsimus Branch)

Mr. Tabachnick:

I am writing on behalf of the Harsimus Cove Association (the "HCA") to respectfully
decline to sign or return the proffered signature page to the MOA.  The MOA fails to
hold Conrail accountable for its unlawful abandonment of the Harsimus Branch
Embankment or otherwise address the unlawful sale of the Harsimus Branch
Embankment.  As sent forth in the HCA's October 11, 2023 submission, attached
again for reference, we implore the STB to retain jurisdiction and take actual steps to
preserve the Embankment for our members, our neighbors and future generations. 
Despite the active participation of dozens of community partners and hundreds of
local residents who overwhelmingly called for the STB to do more to preserve the
Embankment, the revised MOA falls woefully short and essentially adopts the MOA
that was prepared by the STB last year.  The decision not to sign the MOA was
unanimously approved by the membership of the HCA at its regular meeting on
March 11, 2024.

Respectfully,

Tom Monahan
President 
Harsimus Cove Association 
https://harsimuscove.org/
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