
 

 
 
February 5, 2024 

 
 

 

  
 
 The Honorable Martin J. Oberman 
 Chairman 
 Surface Transportation Board 
 395 E Street, SW 
 Washington, DC 20423 

 
Dear Chairman Oberman, 
 
On behalf of the American Public Transportation Association (APTA), 
which represents the $79 billion public transportation industry that provides 
mobility for millions of Americans each year, directly employs 430,000 
people, and supports millions of private-sector jobs, I write to nominate 
Mr. Bryan Sooter, PE, to serve on the Passenger Rail Advisory 
Committee (PRAC) as a representative from a rail passenger advocacy 
organization or as an at-large representative. 
 
Through its more than 1,500 public- and private-sector member 
organizations, APTA is the voice of all modes of public transportation, 
including passenger rail. APTA members include intercity passenger 
railroads (e.g., Amtrak, Alaska Railroad); 30 of 32 commuter rail agencies 
operating in the United States, accounting for 99 percent of commuter rail 
ridership; State Departments of Transportation; labor organizations (e.g., 
Brotherhood of Railroad Signalmen, Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way 
Employes Division—International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Transport 
Workers Union of America); and the private-sector service operators, 
manufacturers, and suppliers of the passenger rail industry. In 2005, we 
incorporated the former High-Speed and Ground Transportation 
Association into APTA, enhancing our voice on intercity passenger rail 
issues and complementing APTA’s long-standing role representing 
commuter railroads and all modes of public transportation. APTA also has 
strong working relationships with the international transportation 
community, including the International Union of Railways, which provides 
APTA access to passenger rail issues and solutions in countries around the 
world. 
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In its long history, APTA has frequently interacted with the Surface Transportation Board on issues 
associated with commuter and intercity passenger rail, including railroad mergers, passenger rail 
access to the nation’s rail network, and cost allocation.  
 
It is with this rich history and wide perspective that APTA nominates Mr. Sooter to the PRAC as 
a representative from a rail passenger advocacy organization or as an at-large representative, 
preferably for a three-year term. 
  
Mr. Sooter currently serves as APTA’s Director of Standards and Commuter Rail. He is the 
primary engineering resource within APTA and leads APTA’s rail engineering and standards 
initiatives. He has more than 17 years of experience in the railroad industry in a variety of roles 
and is a licensed Professional Engineer in the State of Georgia. Before joining APTA, he worked 
as a consultant for a forensic engineering firm where his responsibilities included train operation 
assessments, evaluation of train handling issues, and data analysis. 
 
Prior to working as a consultant, Mr. Sooter worked for the Alaska Railroad for more than 12 
years, where he gained firsthand experience in the challenges of operating passenger and freight 
trains on shared corridors. While at the Alaska Railroad, he served in the roles of certified 
passenger and freight locomotive engineer, certified conductor, and train dispatcher. Mr. Sooter 
holds a Master of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
and a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Alaska Anchorage with 
coursework that included railroad track/transportation engineering and construction.1 
 
Mr. Sooter serves as the Staff Advisor to several APTA passenger rail committees, including the 
Commuter Rail Committee and the Commuter Rail CEOs Committee.2 He also participates in 
APTA High-Speed and Intercity Passenger Rail Committee meetings. In this capacity, Mr. Sooter 
will be able to leverage APTA members’ vast institutional knowledge and information sharing 
networks to quickly gather and disseminate information to positively contribute to the PRAC’s 
work.  
 
Mr. Sooter is willing to serve as a member of the PRAC and agrees to serve in a representative 
capacity. His contact information is as follows: 
 
Bryan Sooter, PE 
Title: Director of Standards and Commuter Rail 
Phone: (907) 317-3967 
Email: BSooter@apta.com 
 
  

 
1 For Mr. Sooter’s full resume, please see Appendix A. 
2 Appendix B provides a list of U.S. commuter railroad agencies. APTA’s list includes all commuter and hybrid rail 
agencies that receive funding from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and report data to the National Transit 
Database. The list also includes information regarding APTA membership and ridership numbers. 

mailto:BSooter@apta.com
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With the highest respect and praise, APTA enthusiastically nominates Mr. Bryan Sooter to serve 
on the Passenger Rail Advisory Committee as a representative from a rail passenger advocacy 
organization or as an at-large representative, preferably for a three-year term. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Paul P. Skoutelas 
President and CEO 
 
 

 
Encl. 

 
cc: The Honorable Karen J. Hedlund, Vice Chairman, Surface Transportation Board Member 

 
The Honorable Patrick J. Fuchs, Surface Transportation Board Member 
 
The Honorable Robert E. Primus, Surface Transportation Board Member 
 
The Honorable Michelle A. Schultz, Surface Transportation Board Member 
 
Mr. Brian O’Boyle, Designated Federal Officer – Passenger Rail Advisory Committee, 
Surface Transportation Board 
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B 32 Commuter Rail Agencies Appendix 

Primary City Urbanized Year 
Ridership 

APTA 
State Agency Oct 2022 - Sept 2023 

Name Area Opened 
(Unlinked Passenger Trips) 

Member 

Alaska Anchorage Anchorage Alaska Rai lroad Corporation (ARRC) 1923 225,282 Yes 

Ca liforn ia Los Angeles Los Angeles Southern Ca liforn ia Regional Rai l Authority (SCRRA) (Met rolink) 1991 4,443, 195 Yes 

Ca liforn ia San Diego San Diego North San Diego County Transit Dist r ict (NCTD) (Coaster & Sprinter) 1995 2,038,055 Yes 

Ca li forn ia San Francisco San Francisco Peninsu la Corridor Joint Powers Board (POPB) (CalTra in) 1992 7,038,777 Yes 

Ca liforn ia San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco Bay Area Rap id Transit District (Bart ) (eBART) 2018 936,565 Yes 

Ca liforn ia Sant a Rosa San Francisco Sonoma Marin Area Ra il Transit Distr ict (SMART) 2017 705,391 Yes 

Ca liforn ia Stockton San Jose Altamont Commuter Express (ACE) (ACE Rail) 1998 524, 168 No 

Co lorado Denver Denver Regional Transportat ion Distr ict (Denver RTD) 2016 8,348,967 Yes 

Connecticut New Haven New Haven Connecticut Department of Transportation Shore Line East (SLE) 1990 193,300 Yes 

Flor ida M iami M iami South Florida Regional Transportat ion Authority (Tri -Ra il) 1989 3,519,472 Yes 

Flor ida Or lando Orlando Cent ral Florida Commuter Ra il (SunRail) 2014 1,021,753 No 

Il linois Chicago Chicago Northeast Illinois Regional Commuter Railroad Corp (Metra) 1856 30,207,022 Yes 

Indiana Chicago Chicago Northern Indiana Commuter Transport ation District (NICTD) (South Shore Line) 1908 1,501,441 Yes 

Maine Port land Portland Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority (NNEPRA) (Downeaster) 2001 540,446 Yes 

Maryland Ba lt imore Balt imore Maryland Area Regional Commuter (MARC & Maryland Transit Administrat ion) 1830 3,131,662 Yes 

Massachusetts Bost on Boston Massachusetts Bay Transportat ion Authority (MBTA) 1931 25,058,961 Yes 

M innesota M inneapolis M inneapolis Metro Transit Northstar Commuter Rail (Northstar) 2009 86,544 Yes 

New Jersey New York New Yo rk New Jersey Transit Corporat ion (NJ TRANSIT) (Rail & Rive r Li ne) 1839 56,083,059 Yes 

New Mexico Albuquerque Albuquerque New Mexico Department of Transportat ion (Ra i l Runner) 2006 569,302 Yes 

New York New York New York Metro-North Commuter Ra ilroad Company (Metro-North) 1832 58,472,082 Yes 

New York New York New York MTA Long Island Rai l Roa d (LIRR) 1844 77,261,240 Yes 

Oregon Port land Portland Tri-County Metropolit an Transportat ion Dist rict of Oregon (TriMet)(West side Express) 2009 114,402 Yes 

Pennsylvan ia Harr isburg Philadelphia Pennsy lvan ia Department of Transporta t ion, Keystone Line (Keystone) 1980 409,981 Yes 

Pennsylvania Ph iladelph ia Philadelphia Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportat ion Authority (SEPTA) 1834 19,109,233 Yes 

Tennessee Nashville Nashville Regional Transport at ion Authority (WeGo Star) 2006 98,336 Yes 

Texas Austin Austin Capital Metropoli tan Transportation Authority (Met ro Rail) 2010 478,134 Yes 

Texas Da llas Dallas Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART), Trinity Railway Express (TRE) 1990 1,136,779 Yes 

Texas Denton Denton Denton County Transportat ion Authority (A Train) 2011 225,235 Yes 

Texas Fort Worth Dallas Trinity Metro (TEXRa il) 2019 652,195 Yes 

Utah Salt Lake City Salt Lake Ci ty Utah Transit Authority (Front Runner) 2008 3,607,925 Yes 

Virginia Washington Wash ington Virginia Railway Express (VRE) 1992 1,498,252 Yes 

Washington Seatt le Seattle Central Puget Sound Regiona l Transit Authority (Sounder ) 2000 1,649,834 Yes 

APTA's Ii.st includes all commuter and hybrid rail agencies that receive funding from the Federal Tran.sit Administrat ion and report data to the National Transit Database. 

NNEPRA and Keystone are operated by Amtrak and are counted in the FTA National Transit Database. 




