
Andrea Poole, Environmental Protection                   Docket No. FD 36575 
Specialist Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
395 E. Street SW Washington, DC 20423 
 
The property in question is 140 Old Northport Road and has been owned by the Carlson family since the 
1960’s. The property was used illegally as a dumping ground. If you google Greenwood Road that is the 
Carlson property a highlight comes up “To the Dump.” Has that illegal dump been excavated and 
cleaned up? The property where the new rail line will be built was also illegally sand mined.  There is 
also a plume traveling 2 miles into local estuaries and into the Long Island Sound. There is absolutely no 
mention of these in the Draft EA and its effect on the local environment.  
 
The OEA sent 21 letters out to federal, state, county and local government agencies and letters to three 
Indian tribes on Long Island. Only 8 letters were returned. The one from Suffolk County Health 
Department asked to see more information. There was no follow up revealed. The Setalcott Indian 
Nation does not have a reservation, the Shinnecock Indian Nation resides in Southampton NY, 55 miles 
away and the Poospatuck Indian Reservation is located in Mastic NY, 47 miles away from the Carlson 
property. There is barely any mention of the Kings Park residents that live closest to the Carlson 
property just North over the current tracks 400 ft away. There is NO mention of the thousands of 
residents that live in the surrounding communities of Commack, Kings Park, FT Salonga and East 
Northport that all border the industrial area. 
 
New York State Historic Preservation Office letter dated 7/15/2022 says” there would be No Adverse 
Effects on historic resources.” This train trestle on Townline Road and Pulaski Road is historic because it 
was built in 1872. Moreover, did anyone question if this could handle the weight of fully loaded freight 
trains that weigh 130 tons and NYAR locomotives that weigh 438,000 lbs. It won’t be a preservation 
National Register bridge if it comes crashing down. Did an Engineer do any tests or calculations to say 
this bridge was up to specs to handle these weights considering it was built 150 years ago? I did not see 
it in the Draft EA. Appendix A 
 
The claim that this line is to move ash waste for Covanta, there is no guarantee that Carlson will even 
get that business as Covanta might prefer to be on the main line that runs on electric and is more 
reliable and better for the environment. There also is no reason to move quickly because Brookhaven 
said it can still take ash till 2028.  
 
Let’s talk about Townline Road. This road is called a County Road. The Town of Smithtown Highway Dept 
and Traffic Dept conducted a study of traffic about 10 years ago on Townline Road. 14,400 trucks a day 
on that road. The main problem is Townline Road is not built to the specifications of a County Road. If 
you walk down Townline Road there are few sidewalks, on most of the streets where there are 
sidewalks, they are not level, having trees growing and uprooting the cement. They don’t have handicap 
accessibility and it just so happens that The Commack High School and North Ridge Elementary Schools 
are on this road. On Townline Road between Scholar Lane and Marshmallow Road is a 20-mph school 
speed limit.  
 
Currently many parts of the entire length of Townline Road floods to the point it even covers the few 
spots where there are no sidewalks. Appendix B. The students that walk down Townline in many places 
must walk in the street. Trucks and the many cars that bring kids to those schools along with buses don’t 
obey the speed limits. Tractor trailers and garbage trucks are supposed to follow a law that they cannot 



use Townline Rd till 7:00 am that rule is not obeyed either. Covanta business hours MON -FRI 6:00 am to 
4:pm SAT 6:am to 12:30 pm. These trucks are traveling at 40 to 60 mph in the 20-mph restriction. Now 
the petitioner wants to add more truck traffic to a road that is already overburdened on a road that is 
not built to safety specifications. 
 
The road has potholes and is buckling under the heavy weight of relentless truck traffic especially 
around the sewers again because it’s not built to the correct specifications to handle the weight. When 
the residents make complaints to the Suffolk County Police Precinct, they show up for a week, give out 
tickets for speeding and overweight trucks and then you don’t see them unless you continue to call 
again and again.  
 
The Draft EA says the truck traffic will be decreasing the number of trucks on the surrounding network. 
It anticipates the Proposed Action would not have adverse impacts on transportation. It mentions the 
Sunken Meadow Pkwy as a resource for traffic but Parkways in New York don’t allow Commercial 
Vehicles. It also mentions Greenwood Road, the entrance to 140 Old Northport Road. It is paved for only 
the first 100 ft; the rest is a dirt road. How would they know they never looked. The site plan shows a 
50-truck bay, which will store trucks used to deliver and pickup aggregates and anything else that could 
ship on freight trains. There will be more trucks on our local roads. 
 
Regarding water, Suffolk County law does not allow large quantities of oil or petroleum over our Sole 
source Aquifer Zone 1 recharge area that the railyard would be right on top of. Appendix C The 
proposed property and some of the properties in that area are only 30 to 75 feet over the groundwater. 
The proposed property sits right in the above-mentioned plume. 
 
This location for the proposed rail yard is on the outskirts of a small industrial area that is surrounded by 
residential neighborhoods. In this area there is The Town of Huntington Landfill 300 ft high on Townline 
Road, just behind it is the Iroquois natural gas pipeline that originates at the Northport Power Plant  
Just next to the Landfill is the Covanta incinerator south of Pulaski Rd. If you are driving north from the 
start of the industrial area on Townline Road it would take about 1 minute to go through the industrial 
area to Pulaski Road. At that traffic signal you will be going into Fort Salonga, a residential area that 
resides in the Town of Huntington to the left and Town of Smithtown on the right. 
 
The Port Jefferson line of the Long Island railroad currently runs through the heart of Huntington where 
people live on both sides of the tracks. There are schools, pre-schools, childcare, churches, parks, and 
adult assisted living places along that route. The tracks run only feet away from buildings and playing 
fields of Harborfields High School and Northport High schools. It’s the busiest commuter line for the 
LIRR. 
 
The residents in the area around the proposed site are exposed to many cancer-causing heavy metals, 
odors, chemicals, hazardous waste that was dumped here since the 1930’s. Appendix D The Ogden 
Martin Huntington incinerator that was there prior to Covanta burned garbage and the ash fell on the 
entire residential areas depending on which way the wind was blowing. Currently, the Covanta 
incinerator, depending on the weather and the way the wind is blowing, Appendix E makes the air 
quality for Kings Park, Northport, Commack, East Northport, and Fort Salonga issues unhealthy. Kings 
Park and Suffolk County already have air issues, but the Draft EA seems to reveal that adding diesel 
locomotives into the area twice a day, 5 days a week would not harm our air quality. Appendix F What 
happens in a year or two when they want to add freight trains all the way to Port Jefferson? Are diesel 
fumes cancerous? It contains a mixture of gasses and soot that cancer- causing agents carcinogens may 



stick to. These can easily travel deep into your lungs when you breathe them in. Chemicals in DEE (Diesel 
Engine Exhaust) increase your risk of developing long term health problems, including lung cancer and 
possibly bladder cancer. What are the long-term effects of smelling diesel fuel? Long term exposure can 
cause chronic cough and mucus, decreased lung function, worsening of heart and lung diseases, 
increased risk of lung cancer and premature death. Other symptoms may include feeling lightheaded, 
headache, asthma, and nausea, long term exposure may lead to serious health effects. 
 
Suffolk County 
Total population            1.526,344 
Children under 18           316,216 
 
Pediatric Asthma              20,669 
Adult asthma                    121,698 
COPD                                    68,368 
Lung cancer                          850 
Cardiovascular Diseases   93,778 
Pregnancy                          14,801 
Poverty Estimate               95,569 
People of color                522,831 
 
Anyone can look these numbers up online.  
 
There is no mention of plans how they intend to build the rails, how will they secure the tracks in the 
sand? Will they have put pilings down through the ground into the sand that will disturb the residue of 
the plume on that property? How deep will the pilings or whatever they will use to stabilize then go 
down into the plume residue and the buried C &D and materials thrown into the illegally sand mined 
property enough to puncture the clay lining of the Aquifer leaching into our sole source of drinking 
water. Appendix G 
 
There are no plans that show how much oil, petroleum and diesel fuel would need to be stored over the 
aquifer to refuel the diesel trucks, locomotives and Atlas shifter, none of which is allowed by County and 
State law. Where would Long Island get its drinking water from if a spill or derailment occurred over the 
aquifer? It will be brought in on hundreds of trains so Long Islanders can pay more for water. The 
petitioner has put in for a Common Carrier Obligation, where it must agree to handle and provide freight 
transportation for hazardous materials if asked by anyone requiring that type of service. Attached are a 
couple of examples of these hazardous materials. Appendix H A 28,600 Gallon Crude oil Tank car these 
cars are already in use on the main line. There is a 34,300-gallon Anhydrous Ammonia Pressure tank car 
286,000 lbs. 67ft long. Anhydrous Ammonia, used by Covanta to clean the turbines. They could request 
that service. It is also used in food and beverage pharmaceuticals, water treatment and agriculture 
industries. As a gas, in a derailment, the vapors could kill residents before a response could even 
happen. The third example is a 25,800-gallon VCM (Vinyl Chloride Monomer) Pressure Tank Car 286,000 
lbs. 53ft long used in the following industries; building and construction, healthcare, automobile, 
appliance and electronic parts, packaging, upholstery, wire and cable insulation and consumer products. 
A derailment or spill or even a fire on the train would again require an emergency evacuation for anyone 
within the first mile. Appendix I. The question is if they could all be notified immediately. There would 
be thousands of residents in four towns. Could that happen timely enough?  Gasoline, diesel, and home 
heating fuel are the most common hazardous cargoes moved in tank cars. Appendix J 
 



One of the railroads biggest problems is there is an average of 3 train derailments in the U.S. daily. What 
are the effects on human life with oil spills? Severe health problems like heart damage, stunted growth, 
immune system effects and even death. Increased cancer risks derailment along the tracks or a 
hazardous material spill on the proposed property could be catastrophic. Appendix K.   There are 
thousands of people living at least 500 - 1000 feet near these tracks. Ten mile radius from the 
Proposed rail yard could be 400- 500 thousand people. 
 
The OEA should take into account all the entirety of environmental impacts that are in that area. Suffolk 
County has two of the dirtiest power plants in New York State, the Northport Port Power Plant and the 
Port Jefferson Power Plant. The Covanta incinerator is just across the street from the proposed site. 
 
How is it that Northern long eared bats get over 50 pages in a 211-page report and the residents that 
live 
right next to the bats across the tracks with trees in their backyard get one sentence that says it is ok 
to put a rail yard there, it won’t affect them? Noise won’t affect them. Pm2.5 won’t affect them. 
Derailments won’t affect them. Hazardous materials won’t affect them. It will affect their lives, and the 
lives of their children and grandchildren for generations to come.  
 
Regards, 
Janet Husted 
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