This letter was sent to the STB by someone in a private facebook group called “We Oppose The Townline Rail”
 
To the STB
 
“We would appreciate your reviewing the Carlton Townline Rail Terminal proposals.
 
As I am sure you are aware the area of the proposed project is heavily residential, as are the routes to and from the facility.
 
I am constantly driving on Townline road and there are always many large trucks carrying loads from the facility.
 
The Covanta plant is also located right on Townline Road near Pulaski.
 
I have had numerous occasions where the trucks tarpaulin is not completely secure, and ash/debris can be seen flowing from the trucks (even though I am sure this is not "allowed" according to best practices - but none the less).
 
Commack Middle school and High School are also located right on Townline rd. and in the path of whatever these trucks are spewing.
 
There are numerous evenings when I can smell some type of burning from the Covanta and on occasion my eyes water also.
 
While I understand the guarantees that all precautions will be taken to ensure the public safety from air borne debris as well as the safety of the water supply, I always maintain a healthy skepticism of the efficacy of the agencies/businesses that make these commitments.
 
As we are all aware due to the numerous recent articles published in Newsday about the Brookhaven landfill and the Covanta plant all of our fears and misgivings are VERY WELL FOUNDED.
 
I won't go over chapter and verse (easily accessible via Newsday online) how the Covanta plant whose ash practices were "risky, imprecise, and contrary to what is represented to the Dept of Environmental Conservation" , state regulators, also the" DEC at times abdicated its role".
 
As typical "no state agency has found widespread (note the qualifier) ash pollution" and the DEC is "now investigating".
 
So the bottom line is that as usual all of the supposed oversight agencies and processes ostensibly failed and the public was most likely exposed to various forms of toxicity.
 
Please don't let that happen to innocent people just going about their lives because of a lack of oversight, interest, involvement by the people in our government and/or agencies/businesses who are supposed to be protecting us. You have the power to stop this.
 
BTW as a reference to the community's skepticism please reference:
 
Newsday article: Paul Larocco October 5th 2023 - Insiders worried Brookhaven landfill ash hazardous ...
 
Newsday article: Carl MacGowan - Brookhaven dump to stay open
 
BTW some comments on a quick read of the draft proposal:
 
I also find it very interesting that according to :The federal Surface Transportation Board draft of its environmental assessment for the proposed Townline Rail Terminal project in Smithtown, New York.
 
Some of the bureaucratic language (otherwise known as vague CYA) almost humorously states:
 
"According to the office, the proposed rail line would have a "negligible" impact on the surrounding environmental resource areas. They also said impact to nearby biological resources, "can be appropriately minimized with the mitigation recommended in this Draft [Environmental Assessment].”
 
Townline’s contractor(s) will comply with the dust control permitting
 
requirements of Suffolk County, Smithtown, and New York State Department of
 
Environmental Conservation to the maximum extent practicable.  Purposely Vague
 
The draft found there would be no environmental justice impact — the area is not identified by the federal or state government for being a community disadvantaged from the impact of climate change or pollution. At least three other waste transfer facilities proposed and in different stages of approval and development on Long Island are in these designated places.
 
It would seem to me that a layman's translation of this language would properly state that: negligeable - is not defined or definitive and should be especially when it is people’s health and well-being that will be affected; appropriately minimized - again mumbo jumbo that relies on the proper execution of probably many pages of recommendations that will not be monitored or audited and gives one pause given the countless articles ( some above referenced) of ineffective oversight and/or execution; justice impact - so I guess if the affected parties are not in minority communities their health and well being is on minimal concern.
 
Also from the draft:
 
Based on this data, existing noise levels in the residential area to the northeast range from approximately 69 to 72 DNL depending on proximity to the existing rail line. Based on EPA standards shown in Figure 3.6-1, this range results in this area being classified as a “very noisy urban residential area".
 
AND During construction of the Proposed Action, noise levels along the study area would increase temporarily as a result of increased truck traffic and use of heavy equipment to construct the proposed line and other project-related improvements. Noise generated during construction of the Proposed Action would have minimal, if any, impacts to adjacent land uses because of the relatively high concentration of existing noise sources including the rail
 
LIRR mainline, highways, and industrial land uses.
 
Nonetheless, Townline proposed voluntary mitigation that would require its contractor(s) to make sure that project-related construction vehicles are maintained in good working order with properly functioning
 
mufflers to control the noise that is generated (VM-Noise-02). Voluntary ???
 
The Bottom Line: There is ample evidence that the bureaucracies that plan, execute and oversee these hazardous projects are not to be trusted to provide the necessary safeguards, which when it comes to polluting the environment and water supply, are critical to the health and potentially survival of the affected constituents.
 
No one wants to be the victim of an uncaring organization, that does not have a "dog in the fight", and authorizes potentially dangerous projects without "guarantees of the public safety".
 
And in order for this proposal to receive any consideration by the sponsoring parties it should as a minimum include ALL of the oversight authorities and methods and measurements as well as any reporting mechanisms and fines for a breach of the terms and conditions. Since this is probably a non-starter I would recommend not moving forward with the project.”
 

