From: Karen D. Downen

To: Wood, Diana; Webster, Elizabeth

Cc: Lindsey Bilyeu; Ian Thompson

Subject: Re: Surface Transportation Board Request for Comment - Acquisition and Operation of MNBR by CSXT and CPKC
Date: Wednesday, January 24, 2024 12:09:16 PM

Attachments: AlabamaAOIPublic feb2023.png

Mississippi - April 2014.png

Some people who received this message don't often get email from kdownen@choctawnation.com. Learn why
this is important

Ms. Wood and Ms. Webster,

The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma thanks STB, Office of Environmental Analysis for information
concerning the above referenced project, which reached this office on 1/2/24. Lauderdale County,
Mississippi, and Choctaw, Marengo, Wilcox, Dallas, and Lowndes counties, in Alabama, hold great
significance within our area of historic interest.

Montgomery County, Alabama currently lies outside of our area of historic interest. For actions in
Montgomery County, our office respectfully defers to the other Tribes that have been consulted.
Maps of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma’s current Areas of Interest in Alabama and Mississippi are
attached for your reference.

The existing rail line, as shown on current topo maps, runs through all of the counties listed above, in
and near important Choctaw cultural resources.

On one map, the line is alternately listed as Meridian and Bigbee, Louisville and Nashville (L&N),
Seaboard, and Western Railway of Alabama. Our office is aware that many lines have changed
names over the years.

The description of proposed actions does not indicate any new ground disturbance, other than
increased tonnage, due to increased numbers of trains running on the existing line. The phrase “rail
yard activity changes,” does not list ground disturbance.

If additional ground disturbance is anticipated, the Choctaw Nation Historic Preservation
Department asks to consult under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, prior to
approval, permit release, or initiation of any ground disturbance. Intact, significant, unrecorded
cultural resources have been located under railroad beds, buildings, parking lots and in other
unexpected places.

If you have any questions, please contact me.
Respectfully yours,

Karen Denham Downen, BFA, MHP

Graduate Certificate in Native American Studies

NHPA Compliance Review Specialist
Historic Preservation Department
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ADAMS DESOTO* JEFFERSON MARION RANKIN WEBSTER
AMITE FORREST JEFFERSON DAVIS MARSHALL* SCOTT WILKINSON
ATTALA FRANKLIN JONES MONROE SHARKEY WINSTON
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Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
P.0. Box 1210, Durant, OK 74702
Desk Phone: 580-642-7896

Cell Phone: 580-916-2670
kdownen@choctawnation.com
www.choctawnation.com
www.choctawnationculture.com
www.choctawculturalcenter.com

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed
and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If
you have received this message in error, you are hereby notified that we do not consent to any
reading, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy the transmitted
information. Please note that any view or opinions presented in this email are solely those of
the author and do not necessarily represent those of the Choctaw Nation.
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