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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Susan Park
Director, Strategic Programs Office
EPA
61 Forsyth Street, SW
Atlanta, GA 30303

Park.Susan@epa.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Susan Park:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:Park.Susan@epa.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Kim Thurman
Project Development Team Leader
FHWA
100 West Capitol Street
Suite 1062
Jackson, MS 39269

kim.thurman@dot.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Kim Thurman:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
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between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Aaron Dawson
Planning & Program Management Team Leader
FHWA
9500 Wynlakes Place
Montgomery, Alabama 36117

Aaron.Dawson(@dot.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Aaron Dawson:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
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interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Kimberly Bouchard
Regional Director
BIA
545 Marriott Drive
Suite 700
Nashville, TN 37214

eastern.inquiries(@bia.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Kimberly Bouchard:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
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between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Adrenace Williams
Jackson Field Office Director
HUD
Dr. A.H. McCoy Federal Building
100 W. Capitol St, Suite 910
Jackson, MS 39269-1096

MS_Webmanager@hud.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Adrenace Williams:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving


mailto:MS_Webmanager@hud.gov

between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Juliana Blackwell
Director
NOAA
Communications and Outreach Branch, NOAA, N/NGS12
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #8716
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

juliana.blackwell@noaa.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Juliana Blackwell:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each


mailto:juliana.blackwell@noaa.gov

direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Neil Patterson
District Engineer
Mississippi DOT
401 N West Street
Jackson, MS 39201

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Neil Patterson:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Willie Patterson
Central District Commissioner
Mississippi DOT
2569 North West Street
Jackson, MS 39216

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Willie Patterson:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Johanna Beeland
Director
Mississippi Attorney General's Office- Public Education and Community Engagement
P.O. Box 220
Jackson, MS 39205

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Johanna Beeland:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
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because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Bill Cheney
Assistant to Secretary of State, Public Lands Division
Mississippi Public Lands Division
P.O. Box 136
Jackson, MS 39205-0136

16thSection.CustomerService(@sos.ms.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Bill Cheney:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:16thSection.CustomerService@sos.ms.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Hal Dixon
Environmental Scientist 111
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
P. O. Box 2261
Jackson, MS 39225

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Hal Dixon:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Taaka Bailey
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Community Engagement Division
P. O. Box 2261
Jackson, MS 39225

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Taaka Bailey:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Steve Graben
Region Engineer
Alabama DOT
100 Capitol Commerce Boulevard, Suite 210
Montgomery, AL 36117

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Steve Graben:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
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because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
David Bohannon
Montgomery Area Operations Engineer
Alabama DOT
1525 Coliseum Boulevard / P.O. Box 8008
Montgomery, AL 36110

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

David Bohannon:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Matthew Ericksen
Region Engineer
Alabama DOT
1701 I-65 West Service Road North
Mobile, AL 36618-1109

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Matthew Ericksen:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Daniel Ganus
Grove Hill Location Operations Engineer
Alabama DOT
129 Grove Hill Avenue East
Grove Hill, AL 36451-9672

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Daniel Ganus:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Clethes Stallworth
Environmental Services
Alabama Department of Environmental Management
1400 Coliseum Boulevard
Montgomery, AL 36110-2400

landmail@adem.alabama.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Clethes Stallworth:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:landmail@adem.alabama.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Rush Mayatt
Lauderdale County Roads Department
410 Constitution Avenue
Meridian, MS 39301

rmayatt@lauderdalecounty.org

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Rush Mayatt:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR


mailto:rmayatt@lauderdalecounty.org

line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Lauderdale County Department of Human Services
5224 Valley Street
Meridian, MS 39301

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.



On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Carolyn Mooney
Chancery Clerk
Lauderdale County Chancery Clerk
500 Constitution Ave.
Meridian, MS 39301

chanceryclerk@lauderdalecounty.org

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Carolyn Mooney:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:chanceryclerk@lauderdalecounty.org

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Billy Sollie
Sherriff
Lauderdale County Sherriff's Office
606 22nd Avenue South
Meridian, Mississippi 39301

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Billy Sollie:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Sharon B. Hilbish
ACTA, Commissioner of Revenue
Marengo County Office of Revenue
P.O Box 480578
Linden, AL 36748

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Sharon B. Hilbish:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Jo Ellen Martin
Director
Marengo County Economic Development Authority
2400 E Coats Ave.
Linden, AL 36748

eda@marengoeda.org

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Jo Ellen Martin:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:eda@marengoeda.org

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Richard E. Ben Bates
Marengo County Sherriff's Office
101 Dunn Street
Linden, Alabama

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Richard E. Ben Bates:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.



On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Earnest Ivey Evans
Sherift
Wilcox County Sheriff's Office
P.O. Box 337
Camden, Alabama 36726-0337

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Earnest Ivey Evans:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR



line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
James Williams
Director
Montgomery County Department of Parks and Recreation
101 South Lawrence Street
Montgomery, AL

JamesWilliams(@mc-ala.org

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

James Williams:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:JamesWilliams@mc-ala.org

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Montgomery County Department of Engineering
P.O. Box 1667 Montgomery
Alabama 36102-1667

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.



On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
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decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Ken Ward
Manager of Public Affairs
Montgomery County
P.O. Box 1667
Montgomery, AL 36102

kenward@mc-ala.org

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Ken Ward:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:kenward@mc-ala.org

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Derrick Cunningham
Sherriff
Montgomery County Sheriff's Office
115 South Perry St.
Montgomery, AL 36104

derrickcunningham(@mc-ala.org

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Derrick Cunningham:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:derrickcunningham@mc-ala.org

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
John Creel
Director
Dallas County Government
105 Lauderdale St.
Selma, AL 36702-1244

jcreel(@dallascounty-al.org

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

John Creel:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:jcreel@dallascounty-al.org

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
David Butts
Engineer
Lowndes County Government
205 A East Tuskeena Street
Hayneville, AL 36040

lcengr@htcnet.net

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

David Butts:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:lcengr@htcnet.net

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Thomas Ellis
President
Lowndes County Economic Development Commission
10 Commerce Street
Hayneville, AL 36040

ibyard@byardassociates.com

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Thomas Ellis:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:jbyard@byardassociates.com

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Robert E. Smith, Jr.
Director
City of Montgomery Office of Planning
25 Washington Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36104

rsmith@montgomeryal.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Robert E. Smith, Jr.:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:rsmith@montgomeryal.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Jamyla Philyaw
Interim Director
City of Montgomery Department of Cultural Affairs
200 Coosa Street
Montgomery, AL 36104

iphilyaw@montgomeryal.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Jamyla Philyaw:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:jphilyaw@montgomeryal.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Wesley Cox
Director
City of Montgomery Office of Traffic Engineering
25 Washington Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36104

wcecox@montgomeryal.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Wesley Cox:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:wcox@montgomeryal.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
David Card
Director
City of Montgomery Office of Parks and Recreation
1424 Lake St.
Montgomery, AL 36106

dcard@montgomeryal.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

David Card:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:dcard@montgomeryal.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
City of Montgomery Department of Community Development
P.O.Box 1111
Montgomery, AL 36101

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.



On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Henry Hicks
Director
City of Selma Public Works Department
4555 Water Ave.
Selma, AL 36703

publicworks@selma-al.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Henry Hicks:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:publicworks@selma-al.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Danielle Wooten
Director
City of Selma Planning Department
222 Broad Street
Selma, AL 36701

dwooten@selma-al.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Danielle Wooten:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:dwooten@selma-al.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
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thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Dr. Denisha Perkins
Director
City of Selma Parks and Recreation Department
108 West Dallas Ave.
Selma, AL 36701

recreation(@selma-al.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Dr. Denisha Perkins:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:recreation@selma-al.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Kenta Fulford
Chief of Police
City of Selma Police Department
1300 Alabama Ave.
Selma, AL 36703

SPD@Selma-al.gov

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Kenta Fulford:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood


mailto:SPD@Selma-al.gov

interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR
line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA 1in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i1).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,
because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?”” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Director
City of Meridian
723 23rd Avenue
Meridian, MS 39301

craighitt@meridianms.org

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Director:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR


mailto:craighitt@meridianms.org

line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.
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because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Environmental Analysis

December 21, 2023
Director
City of Meridian
1720 Jimmie Rodgers Memorial Drive
Meridian, MS 39301

thomasadams@meridianms.org

RE: Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation, Inc.—Acquisition and
Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. &
Docket No. FD 36732, Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited and the Kansas
City Southern Railway Company, D/B/A CPKC — Acquisition and Operation
— Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C., in Lauderdale
County, Miss. and Choctaw and Marengo Counties Ala.

Director:

In Docket No. FD 36727, CSX Transportation (CSXT) filed an application under 49
U.S.C. § 11323 with the Surface Transportation Board (the Board) to acquire and operate the
assets comprising the rail line of Meridian & Bigbee Railroad, L.L.C. (MNBR) that runs
approximately 93.68 miles between the cities of Burkville, Ala., and Myrtlewood, Ala., in
Lowndes, Dallas, Wilcox and Marengo Counties (CSXT Transaction). In Docket No. FD 36732,
Canadian Pacific Kansas City Limited (CPKC) filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
with the Board on the same day to acquire from MNBR and to operate approximately 50.4 miles
of rail line between Meridian, Miss., and Myrtlewood, Ala. (CPKC Transaction). (See
Attachment 1: Project Location Map).

According to CSXT and CPKC, approval and implementation of the proposed contiguous
transactions would create a direct interchange between CPKC and CSXT at Myrtlewood that
would expand shipping options for CSXT and CPKC for intermodal, automotive, and other
traffic moving between the Southeastern United States and the Southwestern United States or
Mexico. Following implementation of the proposed transactions, CPKC expects the addition of
one new roundtrip train per day over its section of the MNBR line (two trains, one in each
direction), consisting of approximately 70 cars per train, which would handle traffic moving
between CPKC and CSXT, including diverted traffic and new traffic attracted to the Myrtlewood
interchange. CSXT also forecasts an increase in gross ton miles over its section of the MNBR


mailto:thomasadams@meridianms.org

line post-transaction and anticipates that eastbound and westbound through service would
increase from 3 days a week to 7 days a week.

On November 3, 2023, the Board accepted both applications for consideration in separate
decisions.! The Board stated that, for expediency and efficiency, its Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) will prepare one Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for both the CSXT and CPKC Transactions. The Board
explained that these transactions involve contiguous sections of the same rail line, that CPKC
and CSXT each provided volume forecasts showing exceedance of the gross ton mile thresholds
based on the scenario in which both transactions are authorized and implemented, the
environmental impacts from both transactions are otherwise expected to be very similar, and
both applications were filed at the same time, allowing the environmental review of the two
transactions to proceed simultaneously. Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 13; Decision
No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 13. For more information about these transactions, see
Decision No. 1, FD 36727 et al., slip op. at 2-4; Decision No. 1, FD 36732 et al., slip op. at 2-4.

OEA is beginning the process of gathering environmental information related to both
transactions. The purpose of this letter is to ask you for comments on any environmental issues
and concerns, including any information on resources that may be affected by either of the
transactions. Your comments will assist OEA in preparing the EA.

The EA Process

Under the Board’s environmental regulations, an acquisition under 49 U.S.C. § 11323
generally requires the preparation of an EA where certain thresholds would be exceeded. See 49
C.F.R. § 1105.6(b)(4). The thresholds for assessing environmental impacts from increased rail
traffic on rail lines in acquisitions are an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in
gross ton miles annually)? or an increase of at least eight trains per day. 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(e)(5). For air quality impacts, rail lines located in areas classified as being in
“nonattainment” areas under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401-7671q) are also assessed if
they would experience an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains per day. 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii).

OEA has reviewed the data provided by CSXT and CPKC, including their traffic
projections through 2029. Based on the data, neither the 8-trains-per-day nor 3-trains per-day
thresholds for environmental review will be exceeded as a result of either transaction. However,

' See CSX Transp., Inc—Acquis. & Operation—Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R.
(Decision No. 1), FD 36727 et al. (STB served Nov. 3, 2023) and Can. Pac. Kan. City [.td.—
Acquis. & Operation—Certain Rail Line of Meridian & Bigbee R.R. in Lauderdale Cnty., Miss.,
& Choctaw & Marengo Cntys., Ala. (Decision No. 1), FD 36732 et al. (STB served Nov. 3,
2023). The applications and decisions in these proceedings are available on the Board’s website
at www.stb.gov.

2 Gross ton miles calculated by multiplying the total weight of loaded and empty freight
cars by the number of miles moved by a train.




because there will be an increase in gross ton miles in excess of 100% if both transactions are
authorized, the gross-ton mile threshold will be exceeded and therefore, as noted in the Board
decisions referenced above, OEA will prepare an EA. See 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e)(5)(1);
1105.10(b).

The EA process will address potential environmental impacts associated with
both transactions, including changes in rail line traffic and rail yard activity changes. OEA will
prepare a Draft EA and issue it for public comment. Following the close of the comment period,
OEA will prepare a Final EA. The Final EA will address the comments received on the Draft
EA, present OEA’s final conclusions regarding the potential environmental impacts of the
transactions, and set forth OEA’s final recommendations to the Board, including recommended
environmental mitigation measures. The Board then will consider the entire record for each
transaction, including the record on the transportation merits, the Draft EA, the Final EA, and all
public comments received. In its final decisions, the Board will decide whether the transactions
should be authorized and, if so, what conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions,
to impose.

Request for Comments

OEA requests any comments that your agency might have on these two transactions by
January 24, 2024. All filings and other submissions can be submitted electronically through the
Board’s website at https://stb.gov. To submit a comment, select “File an Environmental
Comment” (below the “Need Assistance?” button) on the Board’s home page. Please make sure
to refer to Docket No. FD 36727 and/or FD 36732 in all correspondence, including e-filings,
addressed to the Board. Brief comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and
lengthier comments can be attached as Word, Adobe Acrobat, or other file formats. Commenters
are strongly encouraged to submit filings via the Board’s e-filing system.

You may also send your written comments to OEA’s Project Managers, by mail to Diana
Wood regarding FD 36727 and Elizabeth Webster regarding FD 36732:

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

We look forward to hearing from your agency. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Diana Wood at 202-934-0388 or by email at Diana. Wood@stb.gov or Elizabeth
Webster at 202-360-0742 or by email at Elizabeth. Webster@stb.gov.



Sincerely,

Danielle Gosselin
Director
Office of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures:
Attachment 1: Project Location Map
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