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December 15, 2022 
 
 
 
Adam Assenza                                                
Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) 
Surface Transportation Board  
Washington, D.C. 20423 
 
 
SUBJECT: P20221035 LDNR SOV – Docket No. FD 36633 
 
 
Dear Mr. Assenza: 
 
In response to the information request for STB Docket No. FD 36633 dated November 15, 2022 as it 
impacts the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (“CPRA”) Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion 
(“BA-0153”) project, CPRA notes the following: 

 
CPRA has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”), see Attachment 1, with New Orleans 
& Gulf Coast Railway Company (“NOGC”) regarding the proposed railway extension, pursuant to which 
CPRA has designed and conditionally consented to construction of a temporary tie in, or temporary 
tracks crossing BA-0153 during its construction to the proposed railway extension, and accessing the 
extension via CPRA’s spur track on BA-0153.  Temporary access to the extension via CPRA’s Spur and the 
proposed temporary tracks would be necessary, as the NOGC main line will be vertically relocated over 
the BA-0153 project over the approximate period of 2023 to 2026.  See Exhibit 1 for illustrations of 
MBSD, existing rail, and proposed rail in the area of MBSD.  
 
CPRA has agreed to obtain Section 404, Section 408, and State of Louisiana Coastal Use permits for the 
BA-0153 spur tracks.  However, NOGC remains responsible for obtaining all other permits for: 
 

(1) Use of BA-0153 Spur Tracks, and 
(2) Construction and use of the proposed temporary tracks (within and beyond BA-0153), and 
(3) Construction and use of the proposed rail extension.  

 
Environmental review under NEPA for CPRA’s BA-0153 project was completed for the spur track within 
the BA-0153 footprint, and the main line vertical relocation within the BA-0153 footprint (see Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion Project, USACE 
Sept. 2022).  To CPRA’s knowledge, no other portions of the LA Gateway extension project, including the 
potential impacts of operation, have been subject to environmental review.  
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Accordingly, in respect to CPRA’s responsibilities, NOGC (or applicant) must submit for and receive:   

 
(1) A Levee Permit/Letter of No Objection from the Plaquemines Parish Government for the use 

of the spur tracks prior to commencement of that activity; and 
(2) a Levee Permit/Letter of No Objection from the CPRA, the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers, and the Plaquemines Parish Government for the construction and use of the 
temporary tracks (as defined in the MOU) inside and outside of BA-0153, prior to 
commencement of that activity, and  

(3) a Levee Permit/Letter of No Objection from the CPRA, the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers, and the Plaquemines Parish Government  for the construction and use of the 
proposed rail extension, prior to commencement of that activity; and 

 
MBSD (and all other CPRA projects identified in the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources [LDNR] 
response dated November 29, 2022 – P20221035) should be considered in the cumulative impacts 
analysis of the environmental analysis.  Further, mitigation for impacts regarding anything other than 
those considered in the MOU should be considered. 
 
Upon request, CPRA can provide additional BA-0153 project information, or other information that may 
be of assistance in the review under consideration. If you have any further questions in regards to the 
state’s real estate acquisition process or specific MBSD questions, please don’t hesitate to call me at 
225.342.4553 or James Altman at 225.342.1934.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Bradley W. Barth       
Operations Assistant Administrator 
Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority of Louisiana 
 
Attachments: Attachment 1 MOU 
  Exhibit 1 Illustrations  
 
cc:  Nina Reins, PM 
 Bren Haase, CPRA Exec. Director 
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