
From: Tabachnick, Alan
To: Jaime Loichinger
Cc: Danielle Gosselin (Danielle.Gosselin@stb.gov); Wayland, Joshua (Joshua.Wayland@stb.gov); Navecky, David;

Barbara Miller (Barbara.Miller@stb.gov); Kitay, Evelyn; Theodore Hunt (Theodore.Hunt@stb.gov)
Subject: Harsimus Branch Abandonment (AB 167-1189X) Final Environmental Assessment Notice
Date: Thursday, October 21, 2021 3:36:00 PM
Attachments: 50989.pdf

Dear Ms. Loichinger: 
The Surface Transportation Board (Board) issued a Notice today regarding the Final

Environmental Assessment (Final EA) in the Harsimus Branch abandonment case, Docket No. AB
167-1189X.  You were copied on the distribution of the Notice to the Consulting Parties, but we
wanted to reach out to you directly as well.  We wanted to inform you that the Final EA erroneously
contained a footnote citing to a January 24, 2020 letter from the Advisory Council.  We removed the
footnote and the sentence in which it is found, but the Final EA otherwise remains unchanged.  The
Notice is available on the Board’s website here.  I am also attaching a copy of the Notice for your
information.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Alan Tabachnick

Historic Preservation Specialist
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC  20423
Office:  202-245-0367
Cell:  215-370-3579
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 


 
NOTICE 


 
Docket No. AB 167 (Sub-No. 1189X) 


Consolidated Rail Corporation – Abandonment Exemption – in Hudson County, N.J. 
 


Docket No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 686X) 
CSX Transportation, Inc. – Discontinuance Exemption – in Hudson County, N.J. 


 
Docket No. AB 290 (Sub-No. 306X) 


Norfolk Southern Railway Company – Discontinuance Exemption – in Hudson County, 
N.J. 


 
On September 23, 2021, the Surface Transportation Board’s Office of Environmental 


Analysis (OEA) issued a Final Environmental Assessment (Final EA) in the above-referenced 
proceeding.  The Final EA erroneously contained a footnote on page 11 citing to a January 24, 
2020 letter from the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to OEA regarding the 
applicability of 36 C.F.R. § 800.5(a)(2)(vii) in this proceeding.  In fact, OEA’s conclusion 
regarding the applicability of 36 C.F.R. § 800.5(a)(2)(vii) was discussed during in-person 
meetings and conference calls between ACHP and OEA, and was then set forth in a letter from 
OEA to ACHP dated February 19, 2020.  Ultimately, however, because the footnote and the 
sentence in which it is found do not directly pertain to the environmental review process under 
the National Environmental Policy Act that is the subject of the Final EA, OEA is removing the 
sentence on page 11 and the corresponding footnote number 18.  Please revise your copies 
accordingly.  The Final EA otherwise remains unchanged. 
 
 By the Board, Danielle Gosselin, Acting Director, Office of Environmental Analysis. 
 






