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Ms. Danielle Gosselin 

Acting Director, Office of Environmental Analysis 

Surface Transportation Board 

395 E Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20423 

 

Re: Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 806X), CSX Transportation, Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Erie County, PA 

 

  

 

Dear Ms. Gosselin: 

 

 Attached are the comments of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

(“Department”), in the above proceeding.  In its comments, the Department states that if CSX 

Transportation, Inc.’s  (“CSXT”) activities qualify as earth disturbance, then CSXT must 

implement and maintain erosion and sediment controls in accordance with 25 Pa. Code 

102.4(b)(1).  CSXT does not believe that its activities, including the removal of rail, crossties, 

and possibly the upper layer of ballast, fall within the definition of earth disturbance. 

 

 Due to the line’s location in the Lake Erie Coastal Zone, the Department states that 

CSXT needs a Federal Consistency concurrence from the Pennsylvania Coastal Resources 

Management Program.  CSXT sent a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report 

to the Coastal Resources Management Program on January 13, 2022. CSXT has also filled out 

the submission form for federal consistency review as requested by the Department. CSXT 

believes that abandonment of the Line is fully consistent with enforceable policies of the 

Pennsylvania Coastal Resources Management Program. 
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 Thank you for your assistance.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

 

      Sincerely yours, 

       
      Melanie B. Yasbin 

      Attorney for CSX Transportation, Inc. 

 

Enclosure 
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