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Re: STB Docket No. FD 36406
Port Authority of Kansas City
-Construction and Operation of a Line of Railroad-
In Jackson and Clay Counties, MO

Dear Ms. Brown:

I am writing in support of the Petition for Exemption filed by the Port Authority of Kansas
City (Port KC) with the Surface Transportation Board seeking authority to construct and
operate approximately 2.8 miles of new railroad in Kansas City, MO connecting the
Missouri River to the interstate rail system. Port KC's proposed line will serve the Missouri
River Terminal (MRT) project.

Port KC is revitalizing the former AK Steel facility - located on the Missouri River within
the Blue River Valley Industrial Corridor - to develop it as a multimodal freight center that
will expand the region’s capacity for efficient management of intermodal containers into
and out of the local area and regional freight market. The proposed line is an integral part
of Port KC's plan for the development of MRT.

MRT'’s location at the center of Kansas City and its connectivity to the Missouri River, the
interstate rail network and the interstate highway system will provide an attractive option
for shippers moving cargo through Kansas City’s rail network or via the Missouri River.

Port KC's proposed line and the MRT project carry several benefits for the region. First,
the MRT generally and the proposed line specifically will be valuable transportation
facilities to aid the region in meeting the anticipated growth in freight movements through
Kansas City. Second, the MRT project and the proposed line will activate a dormant
property facing environmental challenges. Finally, re-development of the former AK Steel
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facility provides a potential economic stimulus to the Blue River Valley Industrial Corridor,
an area that has suffered from disinvestment as industries, like AK Steel, have left the
region.

Port KC’s mission is to grow the economy of Kansas City through transportation, logistics,
and revitalization. It has a proven record of success in meeting this mission. We think
that the Kansas City region will greatly benefit from Port KC's proposed line and the MRT
project and, respectfully request that the Board approve the Port KC Petition for
Exemption.

Sincerely,

JUSTIN D. BROWN
State Senator
District 16





