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CAMANCHE FIRE DEPARTMENT
720 9th Ave PO Box 77
Camanche, Iowa 52730
563-259-1112  

United State Surface Transportation Board
395 East Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423

RE: FD 36500 – Canadian Pacific/Kansas City Southern Merger

Dear Director Gosselin:

     The Camanche Fire Department (CFD), was established is 1942. The department consists of 5 full time employees and 27 dedicated volunteers. The CFD serves the community of 4,600 people with fire protection, rope rescue, river rescue, ice rescue, confine space rescue and provides two advanced life support ambulances.  We also protect 6.5 miles of the Mississippi River.   Over 70% of all CFD responses are EMS‐related.

     As Fire Chief for the City of Camanche, nothing is more important to our department than safety. Safety for department personnel as well as safety for all of the residents whom reside in our great city.
As the individual directly responsible for the health and safety of our team members and the community
we serve, I am extremely concerned with the recent US Surface Transportation Board’s (STB) review and analysis of the Canadian Pacific‐Kansas City Southern merger.

     Given the initial analysis indicated the train lengths potentially doubling, and train travel frequency
increasing to three times greater than the current schedule, I am choosing to submit comments requesting the STB further investigate and analyze the potential hazards and delay that would adversely affect the CFD and the community members we serve that will be negatively impacted by these changes.  Our city is divided by the Canadian Pacific Railroad Tracks and over 400 residences and 100% of our boat ramps to access the river are temporarily isolated from emergency services everytime a CP train passes through our city.   In the past year alone, we recorded more than 100 emergency calls to these areas.  I believe this merger would compromise the critical effectiveness of our Paramedics, EMTs and firefighters, and the health and livelihood of those who need timely response.  This merger will significantly increase the frequency and duration of these periods of isolation from emergency servicesfor this area of our city.   For these reasons, the CFD is requesting that the STB require more data, analysis and transparency as it relates to the Canadian Pacific‐Kansas City Southern merger. For the health and safety of our department, and the Citizens of Camanche, we believe this is a reasonable request.


Sincerely,

Dave Schutte

Dave Schutte
Fire Chief
Camanche Fire Dept.
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