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Re: Proposed Ruic on Reciprocal Switching (Docket No. EP 711 ) 

Dear Chairman Oberman and Members Fud1 . I Iedlund, Primu . and. chult,. 

I am the President and CI.:.O of Consolidated crap Re ource .. Inc. (CSR) in 
Pennsylvania. CSR strongly upports the adoption of the Board's propo ed reciprocal 
switching rule that \\tll help facili tate greater rail competition. :'\ly eompan~ has one 
large facility in I larri burg, PA that is served b) a single cla I rail carrier (Norfolk. 
Southern). TlllS faci lity is subject to substantiall) higher rail rate and le~s reliable 
service than our facilities that have rail compet ition. 

We applaud the urface rransportation Board·~(" ' fB") deci ion to proceed \\ ith this 
rulemaking and agree that ne\\ \\ itching rule arc ncedc<l l he Stagger \ ct of 1980 
peci 11call) emp0\\ ers the TO to grant reciprocal \\ itching \\ hen tt i'> in the public 

imere tor necessal) to pro\ idc compctiti\e rail ~en 1cc. The Board · c;,...1 ting rule~ 
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impose such high regulatory hurdles that no shipper has ever been able 10 successfully 
request S\\1tchmg 

The rail industl) today 1s \astly different than the industf) of the 1980s and there are far 
fC\\cr competiti\e options. The Board's recent Annual Rail Rate lnde'< Stud) shows that 
since 2004. real rail rates (adJusted for inflation) have increased by 30%. ~fan} shippers 
remain capti\e to their railroad, c\'en when reciprocal S\\itching could help relie\'c 
railroad sen. ice disruptions and congestion. 

Based on the extensi\e e\idence already submitted m this proceeding. \\e belie\c 
reciprocal s,\itchmg can be implemented without compromising railroads' abilit) to 
imest in the rail net\.\Ork or harming service for other rail customers. The proposed case­
b)-casc approach allows the Board to appropriate!) consider the interests of all stakeholders 
based upon the facts of each individual S\\ itching request. 

We encourage the Board to finalize reciprocal s,\itching rules that will pro\ide shippers 
\\1th greater access to competitive rail options. This \\ould help create a more responsive 
and competiti\'e freight rail system. 

We appreciate the Board's consideration ofth1s letter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

By<\ift~ 
Benjamin C. Abrams 
President & CEO 

-
Consolidated Scrap Resources, Inc. 




