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D ar M. Bro 11: 

Intrepid Pota ·h Joe <.Iba Jntrepi<l Potash - e, Mc ico LLC i I catec.l in Carl bad M. 
and r lies on the fr ight raj! s rvic provided by C ' X Tran portati n, Inc. I writ on behalf of 
Intrepid Potash Inc to xpress con ems regru-ding Lhe impa ton tlrnt fr ighL rail rvic of 

mtrak s pr pos d Gulf oa"· t pas ng r er ice b n e n Or] an , Loui iana and Mobile, 
Alabama. 

lntrepid Pota h Inc produces P tas ium Magn ium ulfate/ Langbcinite and rclie on C T 
to tran p n finish d product · to our u. lorn rs. r~ighl rail rvice i ritical to th of 

ur bu ·ine and XT pro id s us access l major markets in the East rn ' that travel lbru 
w Orlean. and obi I aJ!owing u to acccs gr ater dome ·tic markets than , ould oth rwi 

be availabJ . The qL al ity of servi c C T pr vide · makes fr ight rail th mo. t efficient 
tran portation alt mati to m intain and rm ur busin 

ulhern Ruilwn · ompan have ubmiLLed id nee. including Rail 
r ffi onlroll r tudy that shows the introduction or ' ulf oast pa s ng r service b tv een 

w Orleans and lobil ill cau ignificant harm to fr ight s rvi . Thi harm ill manifo t 
it elf thn ugh decreased fr ighl train spc<..:ds and delay a · well as e treme operational vuriabilit . 

r I al trains, th er} train that <lire tly serve our f; ilit ·, will b hit the hard t. 
Intrepid Pata h Jnc is d<..:eply concerned about our abi li t to me t the demand of our custom ~rs 
and r main pr fita I if tru harm t C · freight rai I service materializ . 

lntr pid Pota h Inc do s n t opp se ulf Coast passenger scrvic and xpr ses no opm10n n 
them rit of that s rvi . Ho ever, it i. i mponant that the in troduc tion f thi pa scng r er ice 
does not d crea · th qualit of freight s rvi pro ided by . It is our und ~r ·tanding th t 
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CSXT and SR have proposed infrastructure projects that would support Amtrak's desired 
passenger service while protecting the quality of freight service that Intrepid Potash Inc relies on. 
Intrepid Potash Inc urges the Board to seriously consider the merits of these projects. 

It is unfair for Amtrak to insist on operating passenger ser ice without regard to the businesses 
it will share the corridor with. If Amtrak i permitted to commence passenger service without 
paying its own way, the cost of that service will inevitably fall on the shoulders of shippers. 
Shippers like Intrepid Potash Inc will eith r be forced to turn to more expensive and less efficient 
alternatives to rail or will wind up subsidizing passenger service through increased rail service 
costs a C XT and SR are pressed to add infrastructure to stem the degradation to freight 
ervice. 

The Board has an obligation to protect the interests of all partie that rely on the national rail 
network not just tho e of passenger rail. Amtrak s desire for acce s to the Gulf oa t Corridor 
with no strings attached is not only harmful to freight rail service, but untenable given the 
substantial funding it received from Congress last year. Intrepid Potash Inc requests that the 
Board require Amtrak to fund and facilitate the construction of infrastructure projects so a to 
avoid any harm to freight rail service. 
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Iveta ova Distribution Manager 
Intrepid Potash Inc 
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