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From: Wood, Diana
To: ngs.infocenter@noaa.gov
Cc: deborah.brooks@noaa.gov
Subject: AB 1073 (Sub-No. 1X) Rail Abandonment in Alabama
Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 9:31:19 AM
Attachments: FW_ NGS 12-2-2021 Email.pdf


Hi Deborah,
 
We received the attached comment from you regarding the above referenced abandonment, and
that you would be contacting the Alabama DOT for additional help in locating geodetic markers. 
Please be advised that the applicant, Alabama & Florida Railroad, received prior approval to abandon
the Line in 2012 but neglected to finalize the transaction due to ongoing trail use negotiations with a
trail sponsor that subsequently failed to reach agreement.  The Board’s prior abandonment
authority, although now expired, resulted in the railroad salvaging all the track, ties and other non-
structural rail appurtenances, possibly including the upper ballast.  The railroad retained bridges and
other structural components, as it does not own these assets, and has no further plans for any other
land disturbance activities associated with this abandonment proceeding.   So I’m not sure if you
would still need to continue with the additional assessment, given the prior salvage. 
 
Please let me know at your earliest convenience. 
 
Thanks much!
Diana Wood          
 
Diana F. Wood
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington DC 20423
202-245-0302
Diana.Wood@stb.gov
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From: Environmental Analysis
To: Wood, Diana
Subject: FW: [JIRA] (IMOV-8652) STB AB 1073 (Sub No.1X) ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION REQUEST
Date: Thursday, December 2, 2021 9:06:32 AM




For you new abandonment… Thanks!
 
Danielle Gosselin
Acting Director
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
danielle.gosselin@stb.gov
(202) 245-0300
 




From: deborah.brooks <ngs.infocenter@noaa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 23, 2021 6:50 PM
To: Environmental Analysis <OEA@stb.gov>
Subject: [JIRA] (IMOV-8652) STB AB 1073 (Sub No.1X) ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION REQUEST
 
A comment is added on your issue:




 
 




 
Re: STB AB 1073 (Sub No.1X) ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION REQUEST
Good Afternoon Eleanor and Atty. Zorbaugh,




This note is to inform you that NGS' response to this railroad abandonment request
will be further delayed. Denis Riordan , NGS' Regional advisor for the area under
consideration has contacted the Alabama Department of Transportation to assist in
determining if there is geodetic control in the right-of-way that would or could be
disturbed by the proposed abandonment. I spoke with Mr. John Russell, Alabama
Department of Transportation's Assistant Bureau Chief, Surveying and Mapping
Administrator on yesterday who found marks that were worthy of a "closer look".
However, the earliest someone would be able to visit the area under consideration
would be next week due to the upcoming holiday and many people taking Friday off
as well.




Upon hearing from Mr. Russell next week, I will forward you the results.




Thank you for your consideration.




Deborah Brooks
Communications and Outreach Specialist
NGS Infocenter
National Geodetic Survey
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