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From: Assenza, Adam
Sent: Tuesday, September 14, 2021 11:08 AM
To: Cathy ChandlerKlein
Subject: RE: AB 1305X

Hello Ms. Chandler‐Klein, 

The Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) conducts environmental and historic reviews of abandonment cases filed 
before the Surface Transportation Board (STB, or Board) to determine if the proposed action would have any negative 
impact on a variety of resource areas, including but not limited to water quality, habitat, local traffic, and noise.  At the 
end of its review, OEA recommends mitigating conditions that the Board may impose on any decisions granting the 
requested abandonment authority, if necessary to protect any of those resources. 

OEA does not consider whether or not a rail line under consideration for abandonment is railbanked, nor have any role 
in making that determination.  That process is overseen by other offices within the STB. 

Please submit your comment on these proceedings electronically using the following form, providing all required 
information:  

https://prod.stb.gov/proceedings‐actions/e‐filing/other‐filings/ 

Thank you, 

ADAM ASSENZA 

Environmental Protection Specialist (he/him) 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 

From: Cathy ChandlerKlein <cathyck@sbcglobal.net>  
Sent: Monday, September 13, 2021 11:19 PM 
To: Assenza, Adam <Adam.Assenza@stb.gov> 
Subject: AB 1305X 

To whom it may concern: 

I am a Humboldt County resident writing to express my very strong opposition to the cessation or delay of 
railbanking for the Great Redwood Trail. This trail is supported by our community, and we want it to move 
ahead as quickly as possible. Please set a timeline for it's construction and do not wait while legal issues are 
being determined. 

The reconstruction of the corridor for freight trains is absurd and not wanted up here. The Eel River geology 
cannot support the amount of freight rail traffic required to finance reconstruction from Willits to Humboldt. 
And to propose to run coal on it is beyond absurd. It is criminal. The planet is melting down, we are barreling 
towards climate disaster, California is on fire because of fossil fuels. This must stop. We want the Great 
Railroad Trail. We do not want freight rail here and we categorically oppose the coal proposal. 

Cathy Chandler-Klein 
1070 12th St 
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Arcata, CA 95521 


