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Novenmber 16, 2020 2:00 P. M
PROCEEDI NGS

JENNI FER PI GE&OTT: Good afternoon, |adies and
gent | enen. The tine is 2 o'clock P.M local tinme, and we
wll now start the Surface Transportation Board, Ofice
of Environnental Analysis, or OEA, online public meeting.
This online public neeting is for the U nta Basin Railway
Draft Environnental Inpact Statenent, or EIS. Thank you
everyone for participating.

My nane is Jennifer Piggott, and I wll serve
as your neutral facilitator this afternoon. I'mwth
I CF, who is supporting OEA as an i ndependent third-party
contractor.

Also on the line is Josh Wayl and, the EI S
project nanager with the Surface Transportati on Board,

O fice of Environnental Analysis. This online public
meeting is being recorded and transcri bed.

The sane presentation will be nade at each of
the six scheduled online public neetings. |If you need
assi stance with Zoom during the neeting, you can use the
chat feature |located at the bottom of your screen to
nmessage the neeting host. W appreciate your
participation in this online public meeting. W woul d
much rather be with you in person, but with the current

conditions, we want to provide all the information we can
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whil e protecting everyone's health.

W are going to conduct this as closely as
possible to a typical in-person public neeting. Please
make a note of the phone nunber for this neeting. The
phone nunber is (877)853-5247, neeting | D 87481496515,
password 05649357. If you experience difficulty with
your internet connection at any point during this
nmeeting, you can call this nunber to listen to the
meet i ng.

Addi tional ly, individual internet connections
and bandw dth may i npact your view ng experience this
afternoon. W recomend closing all apps and prograns
and limt other stream ng or downl oads during this
meet i ng.

Finally, we are running this nmeeting using
Zoom webi nar, which nmutes all participants and restricts
video feeds. Only the nmeeting host can unnmute you. For
any nedia representatives that join this afternoon,
pl ease contact the EI'S project manager, Josh Wayl and, for
any nmedi a queries or interview requests. M. Wyland can
be reached at joshua.wayl and@t b. gov.

You can see the neeting topics on the slide.
W will conduct the online public nmeeting in tw parts.
First, OEA will provide an overview of the proposed

project and the environnmental review process, followed by
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a facilitated conment session, where interested parties
can provide oral coments for the record.

Before we begin, | would like to review sone
ground rules for this afternoon's online public neeting.
As previously stated, we wll show a presentation and
then receive oral comments. W will not host a
guestion/ answer session during the neeting. Please
remenber the nmeeting is being recorded and transcri bed,
SO no inappropriate or threatening | anguage.

Commenters will be called on in the order in
whi ch they registered, with elected officials given the
opportunity to speak first. |If you did not preregister
to provide an oral comment at today's neeting and woul d
like to do so, please send a chat nessage to the neeting
host, raise your hand using the raise hand icon |ocated
next to your name, or for call-in only users, you can
press star 9 to raise your hand. W w | receive as nany
comments as tinme allows.

If you are not called on to provide an oral
comment today, you nmay provide a comment electronically
t hrough the project website or through the mail or
provi de an oral conmment at another online public neeting.
Again, we wll nake every effort to receive as nmany ora
coments as possible during this nmorning' s neeting.

Pl ease submt comrents by the close of the
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comrent period, which is Decenber 14, 2020. W invite
you to submt coments orally at one of the renaining
online public neetings, electronically via the

Boar d- sponsored project website at

WWw. ui nt abasi nrail wayeis.com or in witing to Joshua
Wayl and, Surface Transportation Board, care of |CF, 9300
Lee Hi ghway, Fairfax, Virginia 22031, attention:

Envi ronnental filing, Docket No. FD36284. OEA will nake
the presentation avail able on the project website.

We appreciate the chance to share the
proposed project and environnental process with all of
you. We wish we could be together in person, but we are
glad to cone together virtually. Again, the purpose of
this online public neeting is to share information about
the draft Environnmental |npact Statenent, provide
i nformati on on how to provide conments and to receive
oral comments.

Now | would Iike to introduce Josh Wayl and,
the EI'S project manager with the Surface Transportation
Board, O fice of Environnental Analysis, for his wel cone
remar ks. Josh?

JOSHUA WAYLAND: Thank you, Jennifer.

And hell o everyone, and thank you for
attendi ng the neeting today.

| want to reiterate what Jennifer said. W
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are really sorry that we are not able to neet in person
due to the ongoing and, unfortunately, worsening
situation with the COVID 19 pandemc. | certainly hope
everyone is taking care of thenselves and staying safe
and healthy out there. W are very pleased, though, to
be able to neet with you today through this online format
and are | ooking forward to hearing your comments a little
later in the nmeeting.

Again, ny nanme is Josh Wayland. |'m an
environnmental protection specialist wwth the Surface
Transportation Board's O fice of Environnental Analysis,
and |'mthe project manager for the Ui nta Basin Railway
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent.

Al so on today's call fromthe Surface
Transportation Board, we have Vicki Rutson, who is the
director of the Ofice of Environmental Analysis.

Thank you for joining, Vicki.

Vel cone as well to any other representatives
of any other agencies and elected officials, if you are
able to join with us today.

Before we nove into the comment portion of
the neeting, we would like to play a brief presentation
for you that provides a short overview of the proposed
project and the EIS process, as well as sone of the mgjor

conclusions in the Draft Environmental |npact Statenent.
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This presentation will also be available on the project
website in case you would like to watch it again |later.

So with that, let ne ask Jennifer to go ahead
and pl ease play the presentation. Thank you.

PRESENTATI ON BY JOSHUA WAYLAND: Hell o and
wel come to this online public neeting for the U nta Basin
Rai l way Draft Environmental |npact Statenent.

The Environmental |npact Statenent, or EIS,
I's being prepared by the Surface Transportation Board,
which is the federal agency that authorizes the
construction and operation of new rail Iines.

My nane is Josh Wayland, and | work for the
Surface Transportation Board's Ofice of Environnental
Analysis. In this presentation, | will provide a very
brief overview of the environnmental review process, the
conclusions of the Draft EIS and how you can submt your
coments on the Draft EIS

Here is the agenda for this presentation. |
w il start out by providing an overview of the role of ny
agency, the Surface Transportation Board, as well as the
cooperating agencies that are working with us, the Seven
County Infrastructure Coalition, which is the project
applicant, and the Coalition's proposed project.

Next, | will discuss the environmental review

process, including the different resource areas that we
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have anal yzed in the Draft EI'S, the major conclusions of
the Draft EIS, and our prelimnary reconmendati ons for
mtigating environnental inpacts.

Then | wll discuss how to access nore
I nformati on about the proposed project and the
environmental review. | wll then discuss the conmment
period and the public neetings. And finally, | wll
expl ai n how you can submt your comments on the Draft
El S.

Let's begin with an overvi ew of the proposed
project. As | nentioned earlier, | work for a federal
agency called the Surface Transportation Board. The
Board is the | ead agency for the U nta Basin Railway EIS.
It is a bipartisan independent adjudicatory Board, wth
broad econom c oversight over railroads, including
railroad rates and service, as well as acquisition,
abandonnent, construction and operation of rail |ines.

When consi dering whether or not to authorize
t he construction and operation of a new line of railroad,
t he Board considers both the transportation nmerits of the
proposal and the potential environnental inpacts. The
Board's Ofice of Environnmental Analysis, or CEA 1is the
office at the Board that is responsible for conducting
the environmental review for new railroad construction

proposal s.
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OEA wor ks under the National Environnmental
Policy Act, or NEPA as well as related environnental
laws. In this case, OEAis working with five cooperating
agenci es to conduct the environnmental review, including
four federal agencies and one state agency. Those
agencies are the Bureau of Land Managenent, the U. S.
Forest Service, the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the State of Utah Public
Lands Policy Coordinating Ofice.

The Draft EI'S contains nore information about
t he decisions that the cooperating agencies would be
responsi ble for making if the Board were to authorize the
construction and operation of the proposed U nta Basin
Rai | way.

The Ui nta Basin Railway is not being
proposed, funded or sponsored by the federal governnent.
The project applicant is the Seven County Infrastructure
Coalition or "Coalition." The Coalition proposes to
construct and operate an approximately 85 mle rail line
extending fromtwo term nus points in the U nta Basin
near South Myton Bench and Lel and Bench, to an existing
Uni on Pacific Railroad Conpany rail |ine near Kyune,

Ut ah.
The purpose of the proposed rail |ine would

be to provide comon carrier rail service connecting the
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U nta Basin to the interstate common carrier rai
network, using a route that would provide shippers with a
viable alternative to trucking. The Coalition
anticipates that the proposed rail line would primarily
be used to transport crude oil produced in the U nta
Basin to markets across the United States.

But trains on the proposed rail line could
al so carry other products and commodities, potentially
i ncluding frac sand, other proppant material, steel,
machi nery and mineral and agricultural products and
comuodi ti es.

The volune of rail traffic on the proposed
rail |line would depend on future market conditions,
i ncl udi ng demand for crude oil produced in the U nta
Basin. Depending on those future market conditions, the
Coalition estimtes that between approxinmately 3.68 and
approximately 10.52 trains could operate on the proposed
rail |line each day on average. And that estimate
I ncl udes both | oaded and unl oaded trai ns.

The National Environnental Policy Act, or
NEPA, requires that federal agencies consider reasonable
alternatives to a proposed action. In the case of the
U nta Basin Railway, there are relatively few potenti al
routes for a rail line to take due to the nountainous

terrain that surrounds the U nta Basin. However, OEA
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identified three reasonable alternatives that would be
| ogistically feasible and practical to construct and
oper at e.

In the Draft EI'S, these alternative are
referred to as the action alternatives. The action
alternatives are: The Indian Canyon alternative, the
Wlls Draw alternative, and the Whitnore Park
alternative. | wll present maps of all three of these
alternatives in just a nonent.

In addition to the action alternatives,

t hough, the Draft EI'S al so considers the potenti al

envi ronnental inpacts of the no-action alternative, which
woul d occur if the Coalition did not construct and
operate the proposed rail line.

This map shows the route of the Indian Canyon
alternative. Fromterm nus points near South Myton Bench
and Lel and Bench, this alternative would extend westward
and then head sout hwest through | ndian Canyon,
paral l eling Route 191. There would be three tunnels on
this route to maintain a safe grade while traversing the
nount ai ns that surround the U nta Basin.

Sout h of Indian Canyon, the alternative woul d
head west to a connection with an existing Union Pacific
Railroad rail |ine near Kyune. The Indian Canyon

alternative woul d be approxinmately 81 mles long, and it
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woul d cross land that is owned or managed by the Ue

| ndian Tribe, the U S. Forest Service, the State of U ah,
and the Bureau of Land Managenent, as well as private

| and.

The Wells Draw alternative would al so connect
to termnus points in the U nta Basin near South Myton
Bench and Lel and Bench to the existing Union Pacific rail
l'ine near Kyune. This alternative would follow a
different route between those endpoints conpared to the
| ndi an Canyon al ternative, however.

South of Myton, the route would follow Wells
Draw toward its headwaters and woul d then turn west into
Argyl e Canyon. The Wells Draw alternative woul d cross
very rugged terrain and would require 13 tunnels to
mai ntain a safe grade. It would be approximately 103
mles |Iong and woul d cross | and managed by the Bureau of
Land Managenent and the State of Utah, as well as private
| and.

Early in the EI'S process, the Coalition
devel oped a new alternative to avoid certain
environmental inpacts that had been identified. This is
the Wiitnore Park alternative. It would be simlar to
the Indian Canyon alternative because it would al so
parall el Route 191 through Indian Canyon. However, to
the north and south of Indian Canyon, the Whitnore Park

Advanced Reporting Solutions
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alternative would follow a different route.

To the north, the Wiitnore Park alternative
woul d go around the Duchesne M ni Ranches area of
Duchesne County to avoid inpacts on residences there. To
the south of Indian Canyon, the Whitnore Park alternative
woul d be |l ocated further north conpared to the Indian
Canyon alternative and the Wells Draw alternative, in
order to avoid or mnimze inpacts on Geater Sage- G ouse
in the Carbon Sage- Grouse Managenent Area.

The Whitnore Park alternative would have five
tunnel s and woul d be approximately 88 mles long. Inits
request for Board authority to construct and operate the
rail line, the Coalition identified the Whitnore Park
alternative as its preferred alternative.

Il will turn nowto a summary of the
environnental review process. The first step in the EIS
process is scoping. For this project, scoping began on
June 19, 2019, when OEA issued a Notice of Intent to
prepare an EI'S. During scoping, OEA requested public and
agency conments on the alternatives and the topics to be
analyzed in the EI'S. OEA held six public neetings in the
project area as part of scoping.

After receiving cormments on the scope of
study for the EIS, OEA issued a final scope of study in
Decenber 2019. Followi ng the end of scoping, OEA

Advanced Reporting Solutions
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prepared the Draft EIS in consultation wth the
cooperating agenci es.

The Draft EIS anal yzes the potenti al
envi ronmental inpacts of the three action alternatives.
It also sets forth OEA's prelimnary recommended
mtigation neasures for addressing those inpacts, and it
identifies the Whitnore Park alternative as CEA' s
prelimnary environmentally preferred alternative. The
Draft EI'S al so sets the schedule for the public coment
period and the online public neetings. The Draft EI S was
publ i shed on Cctober 30, 2020.

After the end of the public comment period
for the Draft EIS, OEA wll prepare a Final EIS. The
Final EISw Il respond to comments received during the
comment period, and it will nmake CEA s final
recommendations to the Board, including the fina
recommended mtigation neasures. The Board will then
consi der the entire record, including OEA s
recomendations as it makes its final decision.

Inits final decision, the Board nmay decide
to deny the Coalition's request for authority to
construct and operate the proposed rail line. It may
grant authority to construct and operate the proposed
rail line, or it may grant authority with conditions,

I ncl udi ng environmental conditions.
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If the Board shoul d decide to authorize the
proposed rail line, the Coalition would then need to
obtain rights-of-way or permts fromone or nore of the
cooperating agencies. Those agencies would then need to
deci de whether to grant those rights-of-way or permts.
The Draft EIS presents nore detailed information about
the decisions that the cooperating agencies could nake,
dependi ng on which, if any, alternative is authorized by
t he Board.

Now I will briefly review some of the major
findings and conclusions of the Draft EIS. The Draft EI S
anal yzes the potential environnental inpacts of the
proposed rail line across a range of resource areas.
These include vehicle safety and delay, rail operation
safety, water resources, biological resources, geol ogy
soils, seismc hazards and hazardous waste, noi se and
vibration, air quality and greenhouse gases, energy,
cul tural resources, pal eontological resources, |and use
and recreation, visual resources, socioeconom cCs,
envi ronmental justice and cunul ative inpacts.

The Draft EI'S concludes that any of the
action alternatives woul d have significant environnental
I npacts. Any of the action alternatives would cross
surface waters and wetl ands, which would result in

unavoi dabl e i npacts on water resources.
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Anong the action alternatives, the Wlls Draw
alternative would permanently affect the | argest area of
surface waters and wetlands, while the Whitnore Park
alternative woul d permanently affect the smallest area.
Any of the action alternatives would al so affect
vegetation and wildlife, including species that are
| isted as threatened or endangered under the Endangered
Species Act, as well as other species that are managed by
ot her federal, state and tribal agencies.

For exanple, any of the action alternatives
woul d cross habitat for Geater Sage-G ouse, which is
species that is protected by Bureau of Land Managenent
and the State of Utah. For this species, the Wiitnore
Park alternative would mnimze inpacts by avoi ding
Sage- G ouse | eks and sunmer brood rearing habitat.

The proposed rail line would create noise
that could disturb people who |ive near the proposed rai
line. Wayside noise refers to the noise froml oconotive
engines, as well as fromtrain wheels on rail. Depending
on the nunber of trains that would nove on the rail |ine
each day, waysi de noise could exceed the Surface
Transportation Board's noise inpact thresholds at up to
six residences for the Indian Canyon alternative, up to
two residences for Wiitnore Park alternative, and up to

one residence for the Wells Draw alternati ve.
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The proposed rail line would have both
positive and negative soci oeconom c inpacts. Benefici al
I npacts woul d include creating new jobs during
construction and during rail operations, as well as
generating tax revenue. Adverse socioecononic inpacts
woul d include the acquisition and di spl acenent of
resi dences and of economc activities, such as ranching
or farm ng.

The proposed rail line would affect |and uses
on public, private or tribal lands. The effects on |and
use woul d depend on the alternative. Any of the action
alternatives would cross state land and private land. In
addition, the Indian Canyon alternative and the Witnore
Park alternative woul d each cross inventoried roadl ess
areas within Ashley National Forrest and tribal trust
| ands within the Ue Indian Tribe's U ntah and Quray
Reservati on

The | ndian Canyon alternative and Wells Draw
alternative would both cross Bureau of Land Managenent
| and, and the Wells Draw alternative would cross parts of
t he Bureau of Land Managenent's Lears Canyon Area of
Critical Environmental Concern, as well as areas with
wi | derness characteristics.

Anong nmany ot her resource areas, the Draft

El' S specifically anal yzes areas that OEA | earned are of
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concern to the Ute Indian Tribe, including inpacts
related to vehicle safety and delay, rail operations
safety, biological resources, air em ssions and cul tural
resour ces.

Based on OEA' s analysis and in consultation
with the cooperating agencies, CEA prelimnarily
identified the Whitnore Park alternative as the
environmental |y preferred alternative because that action
alternative would avoid or minimze environnental inpacts
conpared to the Indian Canyon alternative and Wl ls Draw
alternative.

In particular, the Wiitnore Park alternative
woul d avoid or mnimze inpacts on water resources,

G eater Sage-Gouse and residential areas in the Duchesne
M ni Ranches area and the Argyle Canyon area of Duchesne
County. For these reasons, CEAis prelimnarily
recommending that if the Board decides to authorize the
proposed rail line, the Board should only authorize the
VWhitnore Park alternative to mnimze environnental

I mpact s.

W wel cone your comments on this prelimnary
recommendation, as well as any of the other concl usions
presented in the Draft EIS.

I f the Board shoul d authorize the proposed

rail line, OEA also recommends that the Board inpose

Advanced Reporting Solutions
801-746-5080



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw DN P

N N RN N NN P PR R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N O O M W N B O

Draft EIS Public Meeting

November 16, 2020 Page 20

mtigation neasures to mtigate inpacts on the
environnent. The Coalition has proposed 56 voluntary
mtigation neasures which are described in chapter 4 of
the Draft EIS.

In addition to those 56 voluntary mtigation
measures, CEA is al so recommendi ng an additional 73
prelimnary mtigation neasures. Those recommended
mtigation nmeasures are also set forth in chapter 4 of
the Draft EIS. W wel cone your comments on these
prelimnary mtigation neasures, both the voluntary
m tigation nmeasures and the additional recommended
mtigati on neasures.

After considering all public comments on the
Draft EIS, OEAwill make its final recomendations on
mtigation to the Board in the Final ElIS.

Now, | will discuss how you can access the
Draft EI'S and find nore information about the
environnental review process. This is a screenshot of
t he Board-sponsored project website for the EIS. You can
find it at www ui ntabasinrail wayseis.comor you can do a
search for U nta Basin Railway Environnental |npact
St at enent .

On this website, the Draft EIS is avail able
for downl oad, and you can also view an interactive nmap of

the action alternatives on the website and revi ew many
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project-related docunents, including the field surveys
that were conducted to support the environnental review.
You can al so provide your coments on the Draft EIS
through this website. To do so, just click on the public
I nvol venent page which provides a link to a comment form
and instructions.

This is what the comment forml ooks Iike.

You can type your comment right into the comment box or
you can upload your comment as one or nore attachnents.
The conment box can be used for comments up to 4,000
characters long. If you would like to submt a comment
that is |onger than 4,000 characters, you can upload your
comment in the formof a picture, a Wird docunent, a PDF
file or as another format.

Anot her place where you can find information
about the proposed project is the Board's website stb. gov
or do a search for Surface Transportation Board. The
Board's website [ooks like this. To find information
about the U nta Basin Railway project, you can click on
the link that says, "Search STB records.” To do a search
on the Board's website, you wll need to know t he docket
nunber for the case. For the U nta Basin Railway, the
Docket nunber is FD36284.

If you conduct a search for docket No.

FD36284 you will find filings and deci sions about the
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case. These include the Draft EI'S, which was issued on
Oct ober 30th, as well as the Coalition's petition seeking
authority to construct and operate the proposed rail

l'i ne.

The Draft EISis currently avail able for
public review and conment. The comrent period is 45 days
long. It began on Cctober 30, 2020, and is scheduled to
end on Decenber 14, 2020. To be considered in the Final
ElIS therefore, your witten coments nmust be subm tted or
post mar ked by Decenber 14th. You can submt your oral
coments at any of the six public neetings that we are
hol di ng during the coment period.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, all of
the public nmeetings are being held online. The dates and
times of the online public neetings are shown on this
slide and information on howto register for a public
neeting is avail able on the Board-sponsored project
website. That's uintabasinrailwayeis.com

Before finishing today's presentation, |
would like to briefly review the ways in which you can
submt your comments on the Draft EIS. There are severa
different options for submtting cooments and OEA w | |
consider all comments equally, regardless of how you
choose to submt them

You may give an oral conment at today's
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online public neeting or at another online public
meeting. You can find information about how to register
for a neeting at the Board-sponsored project website.
Alternatively, you can submt a witten coment
electronically through the project website. There is

al so an option of mailing your comment if you prefer.
You can send your witten coments to nme: Joshua

Wayl and, Surface Transportation Board, care of |ICF, 9300
Lee Hi ghway, Fairfax, Virginia 22031, attention:

Envi ronnental filing, Docket No. FD36284. W ask that
you pl ease do refer to Docket No. FD36284 in your nail ed
comment s.

This brings us to the end of today's
presentation. W really do appreciate your interest in
and participation in the Surface Transportation Board's
envi ronnental review process for this proposed U nta
Basin Railway project. W |look forward to receiving your
comments and continuing to consult wth you throughout
t he remai nder of the EI'S process.

Thank you all very much.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you, Josh. W have
now reached the second part of the online public neeting,
a facilitated conment session. |[|f you've not already
regi stered to provide an oral conment and would like to

speak, please send a chat nessage to the neeting host or
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rai se your hand using the hand raise icon |ocated next to
your nane if you're on the Zoom or for call-in only
users, press star 9 to raise your hand and we w Il add
you to the comenter list. W will call on you, if tine
all ows, after those who have preregistered have nade
their comment.

As a rem nder, each comenter wl| have three
m nutes to nmake their comments. At the start of your
comment, please state your full nane for the record.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, our first speaker this
afternoon is M ke MAI nsh.

M. MAi nsh, I"'mgoing to ask you to unnute.

M KE MCAI NSH: Ckay. Have | unnuted?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Yes, we can hear you. Go
ahead. You have three m nutes.

M CHAEL MCAI NI SH Okay. Very good. Yes, |
find it strange that the fourth possibility was not
di scussed in this EIS, and that is going east into
Col orado. There's less of a chance of disturbing any
| and that woul d be useful as undisturbed forest |and,
| ands that have environnental consequences for wildlife,
and any wi | derness | ands.

| find that the argunent that it's alittle
farther to connect with the railway out east in Col orado

Is not a logical argument. Wth the anount of disruption
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of the lands that the three alternatives that were
presented would cause, it would be nmuch better if we went
east into Col orado.

And that is why |I'm opposed to these three
alternatives. | go through that area quite often. |
know that once you get into the areas where the oil, the
petrol eum products woul d be upl oaded to trains and any
supplies woul d be downl oaded, that the land is relatively
flat. There is very little that would be disrupted.

And | find it disingenuous that that fourth
possibility was not discussed, and | would |ike to make
ny di spl easure known.

Al'l right. Thank you very nmuch. End of
comment s.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you. Can you pl ease
spell your first and | ast nane for the record?

M CHAEL MCAINSH: Yes. MI-CHAEL MW
| ast nane, MAI nsh, you pronounced it well. | was very
pleased wth that. It's MC, capital A |-NS-H

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: Thank you for your

comment s.
kay. Qur next speaker is Canbria Rednond.
Agai n, our next speaker is Canbria Rednond,
who |'mnot seeing on the Zoomcall. |If you are with us,

pl ease use the raise hand function, or if you're a
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call-in only user by chance, push star 9 to raise your
hand so | can identify you. Canbria Rednond,
REDMOND

Ckay. |'mnot seeing that individual. Cur

next speaker is WIIiam Reese.

And sane thing for, M. Reese, |'mnot seeing
you on the Zoom webi nar today. |If you are on, please
rai se your hand and I'Il call on you, or if you are a
call-in only user, M. Reese, go ahead and push star 9.

Ckay. Qur next speaker is Ray D |l man.

M. Dillman, | see you. I'mgoing to ask you to unnute.

RAY DI LLMAN:  Hel | o.

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: Yes, go ahead. You have
t hree m nutes.

RAY DI LLMAN: Ckay. M nane is Ray D |l man
and | own a piece of property in the Argyle Canyon area,
160 acres, and | have a beautiful cabin on that property
and ny famly has enjoyed it for years.

The proposed -- all three of the routes wl|
clinmb right past -- right through ny property and into a
tunnel right there, and we're concerned -- |'m concerned
and ny famly is concerned that -- we've seen at our
cabi n an abundance of wldlife, including black bears,
deer, elk, ows, that the -- sage grouse, gol den eagl es,

and even a nountain |lion.
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And like | say, we spend a lot of tinme there,
and right where the railroad goes, there is also a stream
t hat has been dammed of f, and there are beavers that |ive
there, and we've seen themthis fall. And the proposed
railway would directly inpinge and destroy -- or, at
| east, alter that for us.

W are very concerned that the construction
and the -- and then the future noise and the inpact from
the many railcars com ng and going and the vibrations
and -- would definitely drive away the wildlife and ruin
the area for us, as far as enjoynent of our cabin and our
property. And this danage woul d be pernmanent as the
rail way would be there for many, many years.

And it is such a richly diverse habitat, and
we have cone to know it and love it, and I would like to
just register mne and ny famly's concern. And we would
prefer it didn't -- it didn't happen. So as far as our
enj oynent and what we've cone to -- one of our nost
prized things is that.

So anyway, that's ny comment for today.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you. And,

M. Dllman, would you please spell your first and | ast
name for the record?

RAY DI LLMAN:  Ray, R A-Y, DIl nman,
D-1-L-L-MA-N
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JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is Todd
Richins. M. Richins, I will ask you to unnute.
M. R chins, are you there?

kay. M. Richins, | show you unnmuted on our
end, and |'ve received your nessage that you are having
conputer issues. | wll go ahead and go on to the next
speaker and cone back.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is Roy Patel.
M. Patel, I'"'mgoing to ask you to unmute. M. Patel,
you are unnuted. M. Patel, if you are speaking, we are
unabl e to hear you.

Ckay. M. Patel also appears to be having
conputer issues. | will return to you as well.

Qur next speaker is Tagel Patel. And, Tagel
Patel, |I'mnot seeing you on the Zoomwebinar. |If you
are a call-in only user today, please push star 9 so |
can identify you.

Ckay. Qur next speaker is Katherine Cordray.
| wll ask you to unnute.

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: Can you hear ne now?

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: Yes, | can. Pl ease spel
your first and | ast nane.

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: Ckay. M nane is Katherine
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Raphael Cordray. It's RAP-HAEL CORDRA-Y.

| would Iike to say that | -- first of all, |
believe | -- thank you for taking comrents. | feel that
this --

(Technical difficulties.)

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- different and we coul d
be together, and | do too. But | feel like the

governnment could do nore to make the --

(Technical difficulties.)

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- neetings nore together.
We don't have any way of knowi ng how many people are
participating in this neeting, and | would like to know
that in the neeting. | would like to be able to see nore
of who is here, and | think that you could do nore to fix
that, the STB

| also amvery concerned because the Seven
County Coalition, who is driving this project, is very
closed off, and they are --

(Technical difficulties.)

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- who are pushing forward
totry to -- the Unta Basin into a future that we don't
want. And the people of this world do not want to be
| ocked into this fossil fuel future that we can't afford,
and people are turning away fromit in droves right now

around the world. And there's not even going to be a
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mar ket for colluding fossil fuels that they want to get
out of the Basin.

W don't -- there's not even enough noney to
build this railroad because people are seeing the
foolishness to pursue this project. W can't tolerate
this. Qur health, our water, our air cannot tolerate
this project. The U nta Basin faces purple air days.
They have some of the worst air pollution in the entire
nation, and they -- it is not from--

(Technical difficulties.)

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- regulated frac wells in,
and Utah is an extrenely poor regul ator of environnental

(Technical difficulties.)

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- and do not do a proper
j ob managi ng the area.

(Technical difficulties.)

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- any type of pollution.
Future generations do not deserve this, and they don't
want to --

(Technical difficulties.)

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- public noney is urgently
being stolen to pay the | awers for the --

(Technical difficulties.)

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- refused to listen to the
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public. They noved their neetings online, and they don't
even allow public comments on their neetings online,
which is illegal, but they don't follow the | aw.

Citizens have to follow the law, but these | eaders do not
follow the law. They don't -- they are -- the Seven
County Coalition are not properly registered with the
Utah Governor's O fice and --

(Technical difficulties.)

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Thirty seconds renai ni ng.

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- and so forth. | want
this commttee to know that the environnental inpacts of
this are being -- are being mnimzed by that, the
Seven -- and the future of this area --

(Technical difficulties.)

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: -- project. W deserve
better. 1'm done.

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Thank you for your
comments. And, Ma'am | would recommend you submt those
comments either in witing or also electronically. Your
connection was breaking up a little bit, just to be sure
we receive your full coments and can accurately record
t hem

kay. And, M. Richins, I'"'mgoing to return
to you to see if we are able to hear you this tinme. [|I'm

going to ask you to unnute, Todd Ri chins.
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M. Richins, are you there? GCkay. It
appears that M. Richins is still having conputer issues.

Agai n, folks, you can provide comments orally
this afternoon, you can submt themelectronically
t hrough the project website, or you can submt themin
witing to the address on the screen. Al coments,
regardl ess of how they are received, are weighted equally
and w Il be used for part of the analysis.

And, again, if the preregistered Canbria
Rednmond or WIIiam Reese have joined the call, you can
push star 9 if you are a call-in only user, send ne a
chat nessage, or raise your hand to identify yourself, as

' mnot seeing either of you on the Zoom feed.

Ckay. And finally, Roy Patel, | will ask you
to unnute, and we wll try again. Roy Patel, | show you
are unnuted. Go ahead M. Patel. M. Patel, if you are

speaking, we are unable to hear you this afternoon.
Ladi es and gentl| enen, we have heard from

everyone who has requested to speak or who is on the line

that preregistered, and we still have sone tinme |eft.

For those of you using the Zoom webi nar feed, please

rai se your hand by using the raise hand feature | ocated

next to your name, if you have not already provided an

oral comment and would like to provide an oral conmrent

this afternoon. For our call-in only users, please press
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star 9 if you would like to provide an oral comment, and
| will add -- | wll call on you as tine permts.

Ladi es and gentlemen, is there anyone who has
al ready spoken who would like to el aborate on their
previ ous conments? Again, please raise your hand or push
star 9.

Ladi es and gentlenen, while there appears
there are no nore speakers at this tine, we will continue
to stay on the line until the end of the schedul ed
meeting to ensure everyone has an opportunity to conment.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, we have plenty of tine
remaining if you would like to nake an oral comment. To
do so, please send the host a chat nessage, raise your
hand by using the raise hand feature | ocated next to your
nane, of for call-in only users, press star 9 to raise
your hand.

While we won't be presenting any additional
I nformati on or new content, we will stay on the line
until the published end tinme to receive your ora
comment s.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, we have plenty of tine
remaining if you would like to nake an oral comment. To
do so, please send the host a chat nessage, raise your
hand by using the raise hand feature | ocated next to your

nane, or for call-in only users, press star 9 to raise
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your hand.

VWhile we won't be presenting any additional
i nformati on or new content this afternoon, we wll stay
on the line until the published end tine to receive your
oral comments.

SPEAKER: Can you answer a question?

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Ma'am we are not doing a
RA session. W are only receiving formal oral conments.
| f you have a question, you can type it to the neeting
host, if there is sonmething we can assist you wth.

Did you want to make an oral comment for the

record?

(Technical difficulties.)

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: M ke Hyde, | see your hand
is raised. I'mgoing to ask you to unnute, M ke Hyde.

MKE HYDE: Hello, this is Mke Hyde,
communi ty devel oper director for Duchesne County.
JENNI FER PI G&OTT: Yes. Pl ease spell your

first and |last nane for the record. You have three

m nut es.
MKE HYDE: Mke is MI-K-E, Hyde is HY-D-E.
| didn't really intend to nake conments
today, but just kind of listening in. | just wanted to

say that | started reviewing the Draft EI'S, and | found,

thus far, that it is very well done.
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Looks like the mtigation neasures that are
bei ng proposed to address environnental inpacts are right
on the money. And | amkind of curious if anyone has
requested an extension of time to review the docunents.

W would sure like to know early on if there
will be an extension of tine beyond Decenber 14th so that
we can al so, maybe, figure on having a little nore tine
to get our comrents done and get everything read.

I think based on sonme of the comments today,
per haps there should be sonme nore explanation in the
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent as to why that Col orado
alternative was not put forward. | know there are sone
very good reasons for that, and, at |east, one commenter
today apparently is not aware of that, so that could be
hel pful for the public.

It al so appears that another commenter today
was using sone pretty threatening | anguage, which was in
violation of the ground rules today, accusing the Seven
County Coalition of illegal activities and foolishness
and not following the law, so on and so forth. So |
woul d caution you to try to keep alid on that alittle
better.

That's all | had for today. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: Thank you for your

coment s.
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Ladi es and gentl|l enen, a preregistered
speaker, Todd Richins, was having technical difficulties,
but he sent over his coments to be read a | oud.

So these are the comments of Todd Richins,
T-ODDRI-CGHI-NS.  "There is an overwhel m ng anount
of opposition to this proposed railway, but alas, we are
here continuing to deliver the sane nessage: No to the
proposed rail way.

"This is a project that will nake an
everl asting negative inpact on a beautiful ecosystem and
adversely affects many individual and famly | egacies,"
end of comments.

Ms. Cordray, | see your hand is raised. |'m
going to ask you to unnute.

RAPHAEL CORDRAY: Ckay. Thank you for taking
anot her comment from ne.

|'"'mvery offended that Mark Hyde took the
time to characterize ny comments as threatening. | think
that that is very rude and inappropriate, and this is a
public forum | have the right to free speech.

| do believe that the Seven County Coalition
is, in fact, in violation of the law. You know,
| -- they are using community inpact Board noney. That
noney i s designated by the law for mtigation of

environnmental inpacts of oil and gas, and, in fact, is
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not appropriate to be used by the Seven County Coalition.
| believe that Eric Johnson is a bad | awer,
and | believe that M ke MKee is getting paid way too
much to push forward a project that has been repeatedly
brought to the attention that it's a bad idea for the
community. The environnental inpacts are overwhel m ng,
and the public has said in every single chance they've
got a nonment to speak that we are extrenmely concerned.
We do not want this project.

Calling the Seven County Coalition foolish is
not being threatening. That is ny opinion. And these
white, male figures that are in, pushing this forward,
are harmng the future generations. The U nta Basin has
an extrenme infant nortality based on the air quality
there, and I'mtired of these nmen threatening the |lives
of wonen and babi es.

And |"'mtired of Mark Hyde and others telling

me that |'m-- cannot have ny opinion on this railway.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

M ke MAinsh, | see that you've raised your
hand. I'mgoing to ask you to unnute if you would |ike

to el aborate on your previous coments.

M KE MCAI NSH. Thank you. First of all,
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woul d |i ke to congratulate the |ady that just spoke as
her comments were not out of order.

Sayi ng sonebody is foolish is not -- that's
qui te an honest comment. The person that spoke for
Duchesne County, | believe, | think he was foolish in his
comment s because he -- you know, there was nothing out of
order. There was no threatening words. There was
no -- nothing that could be construed as bei ng obscene
| anguage or anything |ike that.

Now | would like to ask that man from
Duchesne to, again, explain to us why the alternative of
goi ng east was not presented in these proposals. It was
di sm ssed out of hand. So it nmakes ne wonder what they
are trying to hide. It makes nme wonder what they are
trying to hide.

That seens to be the nost |ogical way, the
| east ecologically destructive way of dealing with this
whol e problem And if that gentleman from Duchesne
County woul d cone back and explain why this is such a bad
idea, | would Iike to hear what he has to say.

Thank you very nuch.

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: Again, |adies and
gentl enmen, we have plenty of time remaining if you woul d
like to nmake an oral comnment. W are not having a

questi on-answer session this evening. W are only
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receiving oral comments.

To do so, please send the host a chat
nmessage, raise your hand by using the raise hand feature
| ocated next to your nanme, or for the call-in only users,
you can press star 9 to raise your hand.

VWhile we won't be presenting any additional
i nformati on or new content this afternoon, we wll stay
on the line until the published end tine to receive your
oral comments.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, we have plenty of tine
remaining if you would like to make an oral comrent. To
do so, please send the host a chat nessage, raise your
hand by using the raise hand feature | ocated next to your
nane, or for call-in only users, press star 9 to raise
your hand.

VWhile we won't be presenting any additional
i nformati on or new content this afternoon, we wll stay
on the line until the published end tine to receive your
oral comments.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, we have plenty of tine
remaining if you would Iike to make an oral comment. To
do so, please send the host a chat nessage, raise your
hand by using the raised hand feature | ocated next to you
nane, or for call-in only users, press star 9 to raise

your hand.
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While we won't be presenting any additional
I nformati on or new content this afternoon, we wll stay
on the line until the published end tine to receive your
oral coments.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, we have anot her
commenter that is having technical difficulty and has
asked me to read his coment a | oud.

These are fromCurtis Mles, CURT-I-S
MI-L-E-S. "I think the rail project is a good thing for
the U nta Basin. A lot of our children have to | eave the
area to find jobs that will sustain them The railway
woul d provide nore jobs and hel p the econony.

| think the people who have been involved in
this project have done a good job |ooking out for the
best interest of the U nta Basin and residents. The rai
woul d help nore than just the oil and gas industry," end
conment s.

Ladi es and gentl enen, we have plenty of tine
remaining if you would like to nake an oral comment. To
do so, please send the host a chat nessage, raise your
hand by using the rai sed hand feature | ocated next to
your nane, or for call-in only users, press star 9 to
rai se your hand.

Wiile we won't be presenting any additi onal

information or new content this afternoon, we will stay
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on the line until the published end tine to receive your
oral comments.

Ladi es and gentl enen, we have plenty of tine
remaining if you would like to make an oral coment. To
do so, please send the host a chat nessage, raise your
hand by using the raise hand feature | ocated next to your
nane, or for call-in only users, press star 9 to raise
your hand.

Wiile we won't be presenting any additi onal
information or new content this afternoon, we will stay
on the line until the published end tine to receive your
oral comments.

Ladi es and gentlemen, | see we have anot her
I ndi vi dual requesting to nmake an oral comment.

Darrell Fordham | wll ask you to unnute.

DARRELL FORDHAM  Ckay. Can you hear ne?

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Yes, go ahead. You have
three mnutes. Please state your first and | ast nane for
the record.

DARRELL FORDHAM M nane is Darrell Fordham
F-ORDHAM | represent the Argyle WI derness
Preservation Alliance. W are nade up of a group of
| andowners in Argyle Canyon area.

| had actually just planned on listening to

this neeting and was going to suspend my comments for a
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future neeting, but honestly, after listening to
M. Hyde's conmments, | can't sit here and not say
anyt hi ng.

You know, for the past 18 or 19 nonths, we
| andowners in the area have -- we have been harassed and
intimdated by the Coalition, by Duchesne County
officials, and nost recently, by the State Institutional
Trust Land Adm nistration, through a special agent from
the Uah Attorney CGeneral's Ofice.

| don't feel like that we, as private
| andowners, or we, as the public that are concerned about
this project, have been afforded the respect and the
opportunity to fully learn about this project in the way
that it -- that it should be done.

As Ms. Cordray nentions, the Coalition
doesn't allow public coments in their electronic
neetings anynore. They require those conments to be
submtted in witing. And they do not even include the
copies as part of their neeting mnutes. They sunmari ze
the corments, and then anyone that wants to actually read
those comments has to request a copy fromthem

This is just one exanple of how the Coalition
has intentionally withheld information fromthe public
regarding this project, and it has fed into the

opposi tion and the skepticismthat surrounds this
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pr oj ect.

You know, | have spent countless hours in the
| ast 18 nonths researching this project and the inpacts
that woul d be associated with it. Nearly all the
information that |'ve tried to obtain, |1've had to fil
out GRAMA requests in order to get that information from
the Coalition. They don't freely allow the public to
view this information.

And nost of the information that we have
received in these GRAMA requests have been redacted, such
that it is totally ineffective in allowng the public to
truly understand what the inpacts are. And if there
aren't any negative inpacts that can't be overcone, then
why all the secrecy? Wiy are we hiding everything from
the public and fromlandowners that wll be directly
affected by this project?

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Thirty seconds renai ni ng.

DARRELL FORDHAM  You know, we've tried to
chal l enge this legally, and the Coalition has an
unlimted | egal budget, funded by our public noneys, that
they use to fight us. It is just a no-win situation for
us.

And, you know, the Coalition doesn't discuss
any of the particulars of the projects in their nonthly

Board neetings. You know, they intentionally neet in

Advanced Reporting Solutions
801-746-5080



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw DN P

N N RN N NN P PR R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N O O M W N B O

Draft EIS Public Meeting

November 16, 2020 Page 44

subcomm ttees, where a quorum --

JENNI FER PI GGOTT:  Ti ne.

DARRELL FORDHAM  Thank you. 1'd like to
make additional coments if there's time, and there's no
one el se who wants to.

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: Ckay. Thank you for your

comment s.

| am not seeing anyone el se with their hand
rai sed.

M. Fordham if you'd like to expand upon
your comments, | wll ask you to unmnute again.

DARRELL FORDHAM  Thank you, | appreciate
t hat .

So as | was saying, virtually all the
pl anni ng and di scussi ons and everything surrounding this
proj ect has been done in secret and outside of the public
eye. The Coalition neets in subconmttees where a quorum
isn't present, so they don't have to nmake those
di scussions available to the public. | feel like that's
deceitful, and that's just not the way that a public body
that is supposed to represent us as the public should
conduct their actions.

You know, we are not against econom c
prosperity in the U nta Basin. You know, all of us

| andowners that are up in that area, in the Argyle Canyon
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area, you know, the vast mpjority of us are not full-tinme
residents, but we still pay significant property taxes to
Duchesne County every single year.

We get no exenption from being a permanent
resident. W get hamered on our taxes, and we get
virtually no services fromthe county up there
what soever. And then the county cones in and is going to
run this project over the top of us, and yeah, we are
angry, and we are upset about it and we don't feel like
It is appropriate.

And while they are doing that, they continue
to raise our property taxes in the area, when, clearly,
this project, and even the possibility of this project,
significantly decreases the value of our properties in
t hat area.

You know, nobody knows and understands the
environnental inpacts that this is going to have in this
area, specifically in Argyle Canyon, better than us who
are residents and | andowners in that area. | don't know
where the OEA gets their standards that they feel |ike
are perm ssible and acceptable, but, you know, the
I npacts that are going to conme fromthis project are far
reaching and will -- many of themw || be irreparable.

In addition, there's still no private

financing in place for this project. So the Coalition is
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spending all this public noney to plan this project, and
they don't even know whether it will ever be built,
because Drexel Ham lton, the private investnent conpany,
still doesn't have any investnent in place and funding in
place to fund this project.

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Thirty seconds remai ni ng.

DARRELL FORDHAM  You know, | feel like that
speaks volunmes to just how -- just how questionable this
project is. You know, if there is not financing already
in place for it, why not? |If this project is so vital
and so viable, why isn't the financing already in place
for it? Wy aren't the investors and the oil conpanies
that are going to benefit fromthis project putting up
the funds to plan it, rather than relying on the
Coalition, a governnent entity, ganbling with our public
noneys to plan this project that nay never happen?

It's just flat-out wong, and | totally
di sagree with it. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment s.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, we have plenty of tine
remaining if you would like to nake an oral comment. To
do so, please send the host a chat nessage, raise your
hand by using the raise hand feature | ocated next to your

nane, or for call-in users, press star 9 to raise your
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hand.

VWhile we won't be presenting any additional
i nformati on or new content this afternoon, we wll stay
on the line until the published end tine to receive your
oral comments.

Agai n, | adies and gentlenen we have plenty of
time remaining if you would |ike to make an oral comrent.
To do so, please send the host a chat nessage, raise your
hand by using the raise hand feature | ocated next to your
nane, or for call-in only users, press star 9 to raise
your hand.

While we won't be presenting any additional
I nformati on or new content this afternoon, we wll stay
on the line until the published end tine to receive your
oral coments.

Ladi es and gentl enen, we have plenty of tine
remaining if you would like to nake an oral comment. To
do so, please send the host a chat nessage, raise your
hand by using the raise hand feature | ocated next to your
name, or for the call-in only users, please star 9 to
rai se your hand.

VWhile we won't be presenting any additional
i nformati on or new content this afternoon, we wll stay
on the line until the published end tine to receive your

oral comments.
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Todd Richins, | see that you raised your

hand. [I'mgoing to ask you to unnute.
TODD RICHINS: Gkay. | got it. Can you hear

me okay?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Yes, we can hear you. Go
ahead. You have three mnutes. Please be sure to state
your first and |ast nanme for the record.

TODD RICHINS: Todd Richins, the conputer was
not cooperating.

First of all, thanks for the presentation of
this Environnmental Inpact Statenent. Wat | have vi ewed

so far, which is not the docunent in its entirety, seens

to be well done. I'mreally grateful for a third party
to be hosting this neeting. Based on -- actually, |et
m -- I'mreally grateful we have a third party hosting

this neeting.

To date, property owners have been -- have
been |l eft out of key discussions and pl anning, and we've
had our rights of free speech infringed upon by the
excl usive nature of the neetings that have been hel d.

| was really sad to hear our Duchesne County
official ask you to limt the -- or remind -- remnd
speakers about not using inappropriate or threatening
| anguage. The | anguage that was used coul d have been

i nfl ammatory, but certainly was not inappropriate nor
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threatening. | believe that his statenment was yet
another attenpt to limt the opportunity for those in
opposition to have their voices heard.

And | believe that this being hosted by a
third party, there's a lack of control on the information
that can be shared. And | think that we saw a stretch
of -- we saw a stretch of -- we saw governnent overreach
in that point, when he couldn't limt or exclude the
comments fromcomng in. W wanted -- he wanted to | abel
them i nappropriate or threatening and |I'm saddened by
t hat .

W have strong opinions on both sides of this
argunent. | believe M. Fordhamsaid, "W are not in
opposition to Duchesne County infrastructure creating a
vi abl e econom ¢ base, and we" -- as he said, "W support

that through our taxes,” which provide us property owners
in the Argyl e Canyon W I derness Preservation zero
resources fromthe county.

And | think we all do that very willing and
happy to provide -- to pay our taxes to have our property
and that in that beautiful area.

Because of the history, the secrecy and
excl usive nature of the neetings that have been held and

the strong opposition, I'mnot sure it is possible to

nove forward in a constructive nmanner. | think that --
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JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Thirty seconds renai ni ng.

TODD RICHI NS: How many?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thirty seconds, sir.

TODD RICHINS: kay. | think the fourth
option needs to be explored. And if that's explored or
not explored, | think that this has to start over from
the very begi nning of the process, where there is open
public neetings that denonstrate just what an open public
meeting is, and that's official records that are kept and
opi nions from both sides shared and wel coned in an open
manner .

[f the county is not willing to do that, |
think the opposition will continue to grow stronger, and
that's just not -- not where we need to go. As good
nei ghbors, we need to --

JENNI FER PI GGOTT:  Ti ne.

TODD RICHINS: -- each other. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Ladi es and gentl enen, we
have tinme remaining if you would like to nake an oral
comment .

Seeing none, M. Richins, would you like to
expand upon your conments?

TODD RICHINS: Thank you. | think that was
it. | just think that we need to be neighborly. W need

to continue to explore other options that haven't been
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explored. And we need to start this process fromthe
very beginning in the manner in which the process is
supposed to be held, and that is, public -- welcone
public -- open to the public and public opinions on both
sides represented. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Ladi es and gentl emen, we have about ten
mnutes remaining if you would Iike to nake an oral
comment. To do so, please send the host a chat nessage,
rai se your hand by using the raise hand feature | ocated
next to your name, or for call-in only users, press star
9 to raise your hand.

Wiile we won't be presenting any additi onal
i nformati on or new content this evening, we will stay on
the line until the published end tine to receive your
oral comments.

kay. Tyson Todd, | see your hand is raised.
| will ask you to unnute.

TYSON TODD: Does that work?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: It does. o ahead. You
have three mnutes. Please state your first and | ast
name for the record.

TYSON TODD: G eat, thank you. Tyson Todd,
T-Y-SSONT-ODD. I'mwth the SITLA the School and
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| nstitutional Trust Land Adm nistration.

| just had sone high-level coments here.
Looki ng at the International Energy Agency, it |ooks |ike
they project oil demands to grow to 2030, and then after
2030, it wll start the -- the demand for oil wll start
decreasing at that point, not disappearing but decreasing
after 2030, which I think was, just froma high-1Ievel
demand for the product, primarily being shipped on the
rail, both for the | ong-termeconomcs of the rail.

We all know that there are demand di sruptions
as evident by the COVID 19 pandem c, but generally
| ooking forward, it |ooks Iike the | evel anpunt for oi
I's trendi ng upward.

| al so have here a report fromthe Bi ngham
Research Center in Vernal, Utah, out of Uah State
Uni versity, tal king about wi nter ozone production
decreasing over tine. In part, it reads: For a given
set of metrological conditions, wnter ozone
concentrations are now | ower than they woul d have been in
the past. The annual ozone reduction has been about four
parts per billion per year, from 2011 to 2020, with a
total drop of nore than 30 parts per billion. And the
nunber of ozone exceedance stays per year has al so
decreased. Evidence is that the decline in wintertine

ozone is driven by changes in em ssion, not netrol ogy.
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| think that's an inportant environnental
factor to consider as well. At the sane tine, gas
production has gone down over the |ast couple years in
the U nta Basin, but there are industry controls and new
regul atory environnents that are helping with the ozone
pre-curser em ssions that allows the oil and gas industry
to be a cleaner industry in the U nta Basin.

And there are lots of people in the U nta
Basin working in the oil and gas industry. | think it's
a fair assessnent to say that it is the backbone econonic
driver of the U nta Basin, even though we are trying to
di versify. Those econom c factors and environnental
factors regarding oil and gas devel opnent in the U nta
Basin need to be strongly consi dered.

And al so froma trust |and' s perspective, you
know, we issue oil and gas | eases depending on the price
of oil and gas. It's a substantial anmount of our
revenue.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thirty seconds.

TYSON TODD: -- oil and gas. And the rai
and the opportunities to find new markets for oil and gas
devel oped on trust |ands would help grow the trust, and
in turn, fund public education across the state.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: Thank you for your

Advanced Reporting Solutions
801-746-5080




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw DN P

N N RN N NN P PR R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N O O M W N B O

Draft EIS Public Meeting

November 16, 2020 Page 54
coment s.
kay. Darrell Fordham | see that you have
rai sed your hand again. |'mgoing to ask you to unnute.

DARRELL FORDHAM  Thank you. Darrell Fordham
again, just two quick coments.

First, to echo what Ms. Cordray said in her
comments for these neetings, | would strongly encourage
that | CF and STB cone up with sonme sort of mechanism or
platformfor the bal ance of these public coment neetings
so that all participants can view and see, you know, who
IS participating, either on the conputer or via phone.

You know, these -- these online neetings need
to mrror, you know, what a public in-person neeting
woul d be as closely as possible. So | don't know how you
acconplish that, but | feel like it is pretty inportant
and pretty vital for all participants to see who is in
att endance.

And then ny second comment, just in regard to
M. Todd's comment, you know, if oil and gas production
I's going to begin declining in 2030, this railroad wll
be far frompaid for. And that is one of our big
concerns also is the financial viability of this rail.

Again, it goes back to all the information
that we've requested fromthe Coalition that they sent to

us redacted because they don't want to share what the
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true economc viability of the railway is. But | can
tell you that it is going to take nore than seven or
ei ght years to pay for this railway. And so if oi
production begins to decline or there is another, you
know, econom c inpact such as this pandem c, what then?
You know, what happens then?

| feel like there's far too nuch uncertainty
surrounding this project, and it has the potential to,
sure, inprove the boons and nmake them exponentially
| arger, but at the sane tine, it also has the ability to
exponentially increase the negative inpacts of the bust
cycles that are inherent --

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thirty seconds renai ni ng.

DARRELL FORDHAM -- that are -- those are
inherent in the petroleumindustry. | feel |ike that
public noneys are better spent investigating and pl anning
and pushing alternatives to fossil fuel production to
create a stable econony for the U nta Basin. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment s.

Tyson Todd, | see that your hand is raised.
| f you would |like to expand upon your coments, |'m going
to ask you to unnute.

TYSON TODD: Thank you. Just to clarify ny

comment, | was hoping to conmuni cate that oil productions
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I's not going to decrease in 2030. Rather, that the
| nternati onal Energy Agency predicts that the rate at
whi ch demand grows will decrease in 2030. That's all.
Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GG&OTT: Thank you for your
coment s.

Ladi es and gentl| enen, woul d anyone el se |ike
to make an oral comment this evening?

Ckay. M ke MAinsh, |I see your hand is
raised. 1'mgoing to ask you to unnute.

M CHAEL MCAI NSH:  Thank you very much. This
is Mchael McA nsh, MCA-I1-SH

| would lIike to make one qui ck comment about
the last two commenters. California is going to be
selling all electric cars by 2035. As California goes,
So goes the rest of the nation.

We need to be thinking about what's going to
happen in the future. Qur future is not extractive
I ndustry. Qur future is tourism And if we don't do
sonet hi ng about keeping the ground pristine, people wll
find other places to go.

And Ut ah is a wonderful place, but it is
getting really overworked in a lot of areas. W have to
deci de what we value nost. Do we value the extractive

I ndustries that we dig holes in the ground, |eave oil
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spills, leave all kinds of environnental destruction, or
do we value the fresh air, the open ground, the open
country that we have all cone to | ove?

That is ny comment. Thank you very nuch.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment .

Ladi es and gentl| enen, seeing no additional
hands rai sed, thank you for participating in this online
public neeting. Al comments, whether submtted orally,
el ectronically through Board-sponsored project website or
in witing through the U S. mail will receive equal
consideration in preparing the final EIS.

Pl ease submt your comments electronically
via the Board-sponsored website at
WWW. ui nt abasi nrai |l wayei s.com or you can mail coments to
Joshua Wayl and, Surface Transportati on Board, care of
| CF, 9300 Lee Hi ghway, Fairfax, Virginia 22031,
attention: Environnental filing, Docket No. FD36284.

To be considered in the Final EI'S, al
substantive comments shoul d be received or postnmarked by
the cl ose of the conmment period on Decenber 14, 2020.
Remenber that the Draft EIS is available on the
Boar d- sponsored project website at
WWW. Ui nt abasi nrail wayeis.comand at libraries in the

proj ect area.
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Thank you. This neeting is adjourned.

(The neeting was concluded at 4:05 P.M)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

State of U ah )

)
County of Salt Lake)

| hereby certify that the said neeting
was taken at the tinme and place herei n naned;

That the testinony of said witness was
reported by ne in stenotype and thereafter transcri bed
into typewitten form

| further certify that I amnot of kin
or otherw se associated wth any of the parties of said
cause of action and that | amnot interested in the
events thereof.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | set ny hand this
29t h day of November, 2020.

g B
AT P‘LT“'-‘-}-“LJI

N

Kellie Peterson, RPR
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